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In this week’s paper we give the first lesson from 
Isaiah. It is one of the three Messianic prophecies 
of that book, selected by the Lesson Committee. 
Its proper study includes, to begin with, a study 
of the Book of Isaiah as a whole. 








What are you trying to do week by week, as a 
teacher? What is your object, in all that you attempt 
for your class? And what progress are you making 
in this direction? These are questions worth think- 
ing about ; worth meeting squarely. 

To speak at the right time, and to keep silence 
wisely, make the perfect man. “If any man offend 
not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also 
to bridle the whole body.” “Death and life are in 
the power of the tongue.” “Whoso keepeth his 
mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul from troubles.” 
“ A man hath joy by the answer of his mouth; and 
a word spoken in due season, how good it is.” “By 
thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words 
thou shalt be condemned.” 

The ill-timed truth we might have kept— 
Who knows how sharp it pierced and stung? 
The word we had not sense to say— 
Who knows how grandly it had rung ? 


When a Sunday-school teacher is trying to reach a 
child, or a Christian man is endeavoring to influence 
a wanderer, let him be very discreet in “ getting down 
to his level.” There is one way of doing it which 
inspires confidence and fellow-feeling on the hearer’s 





oughly destroys all respect for the teacher or the 
worker. A child knows very well when his teacher 
thinks him weak-minded; and the dullest person is 
quick to distinguish between the springing sympathy 
of a fellow-manhood and that artificial boon-compan- 
ionship*which seeks to lift him up by first getting 
down to his own vulgar plane. 

Sounding brass and tinkling cymbals sometimes 
make very good music, but they cannot boast of much 
spiritual quality. When you read the Bible in your 
Sunday-school class or your family, take care that 
you read it well, but remember that all the elocution- 
ary rules in the world make a sorry substitute for 
that strength which comes of belief and experience. 
Did you never go away unmoved from some fine 
“rendition” of the sacred text; while the poor halt- 
ing utterance of some illiterate believer has moved 
you to the quick? When you are reading the Bible 
aloud, try to add grace to earnestness; but first seek 
the latter, if you can have but one. 

The art of giving praise in the right manner 
deserves careful study, but the art of receiving praise 
is quite as important. A good many grown people, 
as well as children, fall into the habit of regarding 
all commendation, however extravagant, as only their 
due ; while they consider all criticism, however just, 
as unmerited, if not positively malignant. So they 
go on, blinding their eyes to their own -faults, and 
shunning their honest critics, while they seek the 
society of those whose lack of discrimination or lack 
of honesty creates an unwholesome atmosphere of 
flattery around them. When a good word is said of 
you, it is wellto stop to think what it means, and 
whether you really deserve it. 


“We had a real good time in our Sunday-school 
yesterday,” says a superintendent. “Teachers and 
scholars were in tears during the closing address.” 
That is not an uncommon way of estimating the 
influence of a Sunday-school session ; but it is a very 
poor way. Tear-shedding is by no means a test of 
religious conviction, however much it may show of 
momentary feeling. It is doubtless true that more 
tears are shed in the theater than in the sanctuary ; 
but that does not indicate that the theater influences 
or impresses the community for good. The question 
is not whether those who listened wept, but what they 
determined on doing when their tears were dry. It 
is better that one person should calmly decide to 
commit himself unreservedly to the only Saviour, than 
that fifty persons should cry over an affecting illus- 
tration—and be satisfied with crying. Tears may he 
a hopeful sign in the Sunday-school ; and again they 
may not be. 


If one doubts that children can be early trained 
out of their native restlessness, let him watch the boys 
and girls in the city streets, from Philadelphia south- 
wards, balancing on their heads heavily laden buckets 
or baskets or pans, containing polishing sand, or fish, 
or fruit, for sale. A little fellow of seven years, whom 
you would think fitted only for romping and play, 
will walk along steadily, and yet with seeming ease 
and unconcern, bearing up such a weight as that, 
when the least carelessness or inattention would tumble 
it to the ground. While still a mere child, he has in 





steadiness of a man. It was not natural for him to 
walk in this way ; but he quickly acquired the needful 
power through training. We ought to have a care 
not to put too heavy a load on our little ones; but 
we may fail to realize as we should their possibilities 
of training. A great deal of their restlessness can be 
early controlled and directed, not only without harm 
to them, but to their positive advantage. 

Nothing is more remarkable in connection with 
the liquor question, than the officious readiness of 
unprofessional people to recommend something that 
has “ the drunk ” in it to their friends and neighbors, 
as a remedy for every imaginable complaint or dis- 
order. No matter what one’s trouble is,—headache, 
indigestion, lame back, corns, languor, nervousness, a 
sense of fullness, or a sense of “ goneness,”—as soon 
as it is mentioned, some one who makes no pretense 
to medical knowledge or skill will tell of bottled por- 
ter, or a wine sangaree, or a milk punch, or a spoon- 
ful of whiskey, to be taken at meal-time, or in the 
middle of the forenoon, or before going to bed, as the 
certain cure of that particular trouble. Persons who 
would never think of preseribing laudanum, or 
strychnine, or aconite, or hasheesh, or even spirits of 
turpentine or croton oil, without asking a physician 
about it, will speak with the utmost positiveness of 
the propriety of their pet dose of intoxicating bever- 
ages. And the next strangest thing is that so many 
people are fools enough to take such advice—and the 
liquor which comes with it. There is trouble enough 
from physicians’ currying popular favor by recom- 
mending liquor to their thirsty patients; but if 
drunkards must multiply on the plea of medical 
necessity, by all means let them go to ruin with a 
certificate from “regular practitioners,” and not 
start off for perdition on the advice of their unpro- 
fessional aunt, or next-door neighbor. 


EASTER THOUGHTS. 


Whatever differences of opinion there may be as 
to the observance of “one day above another” by 
rites and ceremonies in the Christian church, there 
ought to be none concerning the great truths which 
are the basis of the reverence paid by so many to the 
“high days” of what is commonly called the “ Church 
Year.” 

A Christian may have little care for any special 
services which mark Christmas, or Good Friday, or 
Easter Sunday ; but while all about him are giving 
prominence to the memory of the birth, the crucifix- 
ion, or the resurrection of Jesus, he would be lacking 
in true love for Him whom he trusts for salvation, if 
his heart did not freshly burn within him at the 
quickened thought that “Jesus came into the world 
tosave sinners ;” that He “ died for our sins accord- 
ing to the Scriptures;” and that He “ was raised 
again for our justification.” This thought is surely 
none the less precious because of the peculiar emphasis 
given to it at an anniversary season’ 

And now that Easter Sunday is at hand, it behooves 
every believer in Jesus to recognize anew the precious- 
ness and importance to himself personally of the fact 
that Christ is “ risen from the dead, and become the 
first fruits of them that slept.” So much is said in 
song and story of the birth and death of Jesus that 
those events are made to have undue importance in 
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many minds in comparison with his rising from the 
dead. Our confidence of salvation rests not on Jesus 
of Bethlehem as a helpless babe in a manger ; not on 
Jesus of Nazareth in his giving up the ghost on the 
cross of Calvary; but on the risen Jesus, with his 
warfare ended and his victory accomplished, ever 
living to make intercession for us. To be born into 
this world of sin and sorrow was not the completion 
of the work of Jesus. To die on the cross in agony, 
the just for the unjust, was not the perfecting of his 
triumph. Others of whom the world had hope had been 
born. Others who gave prominence of high achieve- 
ment for the race had died for their love of truth. 
If there were no record of Jesus beyond his miracu- 
lous birth and his ignominious death, those who had 
hoped in him because of the song of the angels at his 
coming to earth, and his own dying assurance that 
his mission of suffering and sin-bearing was finished, 
would be “of all men most miserable ;” for He who 
they trusted had come to redeem them, had seemingly 
been unequal to the task, and his failure had been 
made evident in his death. 

There was never such gloom among the disciples 
of Jesus as just after his crucifixion. Joy came to 
them again, and remained with them, when he rose 
from the grave. Thenceforward their hope was in 
Him who was “ the first-born from the dead ; that in 
all things He might have the pre-eminence.” To them 
Jesus was not a dead Christ, but a living Saviour. 
Their mission was, to be witnesses of his resurrection. 
Their declaration of the way of salvation was: “If 
thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised 
him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” Their 
faces were not turned backward toward Calvary, but 
forward toward the risen and returning Lord. They 
rested on their confidence in his present intercession 
for them, and on their hope of his coming again. 

In the early church the anniversary of our Lord’s 
resurrection was sometimes called “the great day,” 
“the pearl of days,” “the queen of days,” “ the queen 
feast,” “the feast of feasts,” “the Sabbath of Sab- 
baths,” “the assembly of assemblies,” “the Lord’s 
day of joy,” “ the desirable festival of our salvation,” 
or “ the crown and head of all festivals ;” and Jerome 
tells us that the services of Christian worship on 
Easter Eve were kept up until after midnight because 
of a prevalent belief that at that hour the Lord would 
return again. The joy and the hope of the early 
church in the intercession and the sure return of our 
Lord ought to be ours. The resurrection of Jesus 
should be the theme of our rejoicing ; and our prayer 
may well be in the time-honored petitions: “ O thou 
Prince of Life, and First Begotten of the dead! who 
by thy glorious resurrection hast overcome death, and 
opened unto us the gate of everlasting life; enable 
us, by thy heavenly grace, to walk in newness of 
life, and to abound in the fruits of righteousness ; so 
that we may at last triumph over death and the grave, 
and rise in thy likeness, having our vile bodies 
changed into the fashion of thine own glorious body, 
who art God over all, blessed forever. Amen.” 





GETTING OUT OF ONE’S SELF. 


Some celebrated persons have been said to possess 
in an unusual degree a power which all men share to 
a certain extent,—that of projecting the mind out of 
the body, so to speak, so that it stands for the moment 
as a sort of outsider and stranger, and looks at its 
old surroundings and even at its ordinary self with 
something of surprise and unfamiliarity, and with the 
critical coldness which any chance spectator might 
feel. 

There is nothing supernatural or unhealthy in 
such a seeming severance of the ordinary bonds of 
the mind, any more than there is in the common 
dream of seeing one’s own dead body. It is a healthy 
exercise to set aside, ence in a while, all ordinary 
methods of thought and action. Many a sound 
reform in personal character has come from some 
sharp shock, overturning and uprooting things which 
seemed essential to existence, but which proved to 





be hindrances to right livfhg. Many a man who 
otherwise would never have amounted to anything, 
and who would have left the world no better than 
he found it, had his life been confined to an ordinary 
round of duties, has been made a hero and a great 
public benefactor, merely by being called upon to 
meet circumstances having imperative claims upon 
his own efforts. However the fatalist and the hero- 
worshiper may quarrel over the question whether 
events make men, or men make events, it is certain 
that there would be fewer “ mute inglorious Miltons” 
and “village Hampdens,” if there were a more 
general ability to make use of the power for which 
Burns sighed, of seeing ourselves from the outside 
instead of the inside. 

There is no use in multiplying examples showing 
the different view and the changed opinion which 
come from a transfer of the point of observation. 
Any one who has ever traveled upon a railroad and 
then traversed the same region by carriage perceives 
what danger lies in forming opinions while journey- 
ing upon any fixed path. The fixed paths in per- 
sonal character are quite as deceptive, and their 
seeming convenience is equally hostile to the forma- 
tion of just opinions concerning one’s surroundings 
in the journey of life. Long employment of the 
same methods of thought, and constant familiarity 
with the same vicinage, too often lead to a whee- 
dling of conscience and a cosseting of whims which do 
a far more destructive work than is ever perceived 
from any inside standpoint. It is a hard lesson, 
sometimes, to learn how one’s person, or character, 
or work, or surroundings, is regarded by those out- 
side the limits of personal acquaintance and discreet 
courtesy, but it is likely to be a very salutary one. 
Such a shield of sophistry and selfishness sometimes 
grows around the character of a person accustomed 
to look at himself only from the inside, that it must 
finally be put off utterly, and abandoned forever, 
just as crabs abandon their disused shells. The shell 
stands in its old place, but the rejuvenated occupant 
has got outside of himself, and started on a new 
career. 

All through life, whatever tenderness may be felt 
toward an early home, there is pretty sure to remain 
a sense of surprise at the narrowness of what once 
seemed large and fair. One of childhood’s long 
journeys is but a few minutes’ walk for the grown 
man. So, whatever gain we make, we look upon our 
old selves with more of pity and surprise than of 
contempt. Affection for what we have left behind 
does not blind us to the value of what we have 
gained. Not all need leave their local homes, but 
luckless are they who always dwell, without discon- 
tent, in the narrow quarters of an unambitious mind 
or a worldly spirit. 

An endeavor to get out of our own selves is most 
of all beneficial in that it helps us to understand 
how God looks at us. He knows our inmost thought, 
but he also compares it with his own unchanging 
standard of right. However we may hedge ourselves 
about with sophistry and habitude, he ever looks at 
us from his standpoint, and not from our own. He 
wants us to grow, not to stand still. He bids us 
seek peace, and not remain content in stagnation. 
Sooner or later the most stubborn and self-contained 
of men must go out from himself, whether he will or 
not; if not during life, at least at the end of it. His 
work, his friends, and his body, must all be left at 
once, for it is God’s will that we tarry not long in the 
same place. The more, therefore, that we go out from 
our bad selves, from our evil associates, from our 
injurious prejudices, from our self-confidence, the more 
ready shall we be for that moment when the spirit 
shall go out from its earthly home, and return unto 
God who gave it. 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 

It certainly is not our intention to promote discord in 
the Sunday-schools by any of our series of lesson 
helps; yet we do want to provoke study and research in 
their use. In our Scholars’ Quarterly, besides the ques- 
tions on the lesson and its parallel texts, we give a series 





of questions called “Promptings to Further Study,” 
designed for scholars who want to go beyond the lesson 
itself, and look up facts or truths in its general trend. 
To find the answers to these questions requires some 
research, as their title would indicate. Often we are 
applied to for information on some point in dispute; and 
here from up in Vermont comes the complaint that dis- 
cussion over these questions is making trouble in one 
school. Our correspondent says: 

The Sunday School Times Scholars’ Quarterly is used in our 
Sunday-school as a text-book for the study of the Scriptures, 
and we find in the “ Promptings to Further Study ” questions 
leading members of our school to such differences of opinion 
regarding the answers, that they cannot agree on the same; so 
much so, that some are leaving our school, withdrawing their 
patronage and support. The last question in the Quarterly that 
led to differences of opinion and disagreement you will find 
under the lesson for March 23 : “‘ Where does the Lord challenge 
the false gods to prove their divinity by showing that they know 
the future?”” Now I wish to know the definite answer to said 
question. 

The particular question noted is in connection with the 
lesson “The All-seeing God.” Its answer is clearly 
found in Isaiah 41: 21-23. We are sorry that the search 
for this answer could not be pursued without bad feeling 
among the miners ; but we think that the trouble was in 
the spirit of those who were at the work, rather than in 
their call to that work. When there is a readiness to 
quarrel, there will always be found occasions for it. Mark 
Twain tells of a man who was so fond of betting, that if 
he went to prayer-meeting he would offer a wager to his 
seat mate as to whether Deacon Brown would pray that 
evening, and, if so, how long; and he was ready to put 
his money up on either side of the question if only he 
could have a bet taken. What is wanted in the school 
of which our correspondent writes, and in many another 
too, is more of charity rather than more of knowledge. Its 
members ought to help one another, and bear with one 
another, in Bible study. Our counsel to them while they 
study the Scholars’ Quarterly, and at all other times, is: 
“Follow after the things which make for peace, and 
things wherewith one may edify another.” 


It is a satisfaction to us to know that our annual review 
of Sunday-school music books excites differences of 
opinion. We should be sorry to offend no one’s prejudices 
on such a subject, while tastes differ as widely as they do. 
We are thanked heartily by some for our impartiality ; 
while others are inclined to think that there was a per- 
sonal bias on the part of the reviewer against authors 
whose work was criticised severely. The truth is, we are 
at special pains to secure as nearly as possible absolute 
impartiality on the part of critics to whose inspection the 
music books are subjected. No one connected with any 
music publishing house, or who edits any Sunday-school 
music book of his own, has a part in the examination. 
And the editor of The Sunday School Times holds himself 
responsible for the fairness of all the reviews published in 
these pages. A pleasant writer from Ohio has something 
to say on a single point in the recent editorial on this 
theme, which is worth considering. He writes: 

One javelin with which your reviewer smote a luckless piece 
of music moves me to the following Open Letter. The piece is 
deftly thrust through with the charge of being a dancing-tune. 
The lyric in question I have not seen, and therefore I do not 
wish to question the correctness, of the point made against it. 
I wish rather to call attention to the fact that every advance 
from the old, droning, wailing, or Dead March styles of sacred 
song, is in its turn stigmatized as savoring of the dance. Many 
years ago, in Brattleboro’, Vermont, there came a Sunday 
morning when the choir rendered soul-stirring Antioch for the 
first time, 

* Joy to the world, the Lord is come.” 

It was a musical apple of discord pitched into the midst of the 
congregation. At earliest opportunity a good brother, the most 
impetuous and most laughed-at of the villagers, gave voice to 
the sentiments of the conservatives thus: “Ifthe choir had 
jest sung one more verse o’ that are tewn, I an’ Rewth would ’a 
been right aoutin the broad aisle a-dancin.” Doubtless, to 
many excellent people, whose ideas of devotional music had 
been formed on Dundee and Mear, Antioch seemed simply 
shocking. Had the matter been put to vote that Sunday 
morning, perhaps a majority would have voted that such music 
was an utter disgrace to the house of God. And yet to-day no 
one thinks of denying the propriety or the devotional qualities 
of Antioch. The progressives were right, and the anti-pro- 
gressives were wrong. Such experiences as this should make 
us a little careful about condemning, on first impressions, a 
tune that seems to us to be too cheerful and lively. 

Our correspondent is quite right in his suggestion. 
Still the fact remains, that there are dancing-tunes which 
are not adapted to sacred music; and our reviewer's 
opinion is that the tune he condemned is one of that sort. 
There were, certainly, other qualities than the jingle in 
Antioch to give it permanent attractiveness for the church 
choir. 
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EASTER CAROLS. 
TRANSLATED BY ALEXANDER R. THOMPSON, D.D. 
I 


PLAUDITE CLI. 
(Thirteenth Century.] 


Exult, O bright heaven, 
Laugh, dewy-lipped air, 

From morn until even— 
Be joy everywhere! 

Where swept the dark tempest 
Stands up the tall palm, 

And steals through its fair crest 
A radiance calm. 


Come forth, O sweet spring-tide, 
Come forth, ye fair flowers, 
On every bright hill-side 
Be beautiful bowers !— 
Blue violets tender, 
With red roses bold, 
And white lilies slender, 
Amid marigold. 


Break forth like a river, 
O joy-burst of praise! 
Let every string quiver 
In thrill of amaze! 
For Jesus is risen, 
And comes, as he said, 
Unhurt from the prison, 
Alive from the dead ! 


Exult, O ye mountains, 
Ye valleys reply, 
Ring back, hills and fountains, 
The jubilant ery! 
All hail! he is risen, 
And comes, as he said, 
Unhurt from the prison, 
Alive from the dead ! 


II. 
MORTIS PORTIS. 
|Cento; by Petrus Venerabilis, Abbot of Clugny, A. D. 1092-1156.] 
Broken is death’s portal ; 
Hail the victory, 
For the King Immortal 
Stronger is than he. 
Now the tyrant cruel 
From the throne is torn, 
By the mighty duel 
Round the cross forlorn. 


Down the darkness dreary 
Streams the light of day, 

Like a morning cheery, 
Driving night away. 

For our God and maker, 
Pitying our pain, 

Comes to be the breaker 
Of our iron chain. 


We in sin were lying, 
Helpless under doom, 
Given up to dying, 
Captive to the tomb; 
Then in mercy tender 
Car.e Immanuel down, 
Layiig by his splendor, 
Pu ‘ting off his crown. 
And our nature mortal 
Did the King put on, 
Standing in the portal, 
Our true champion: 
Dead the foe lies under 
His triumphant feet. 
O the joy and wonder! 
Sing with praises sweet! 


EASTER MORNING IN A MORAVIAN 
VILLAGE, 


BY THE REV. J. MAX HARK, 


The relentless spirit of modern “improvement” and 
“adaptation” has well-nigh obliterated from the cultus 
of that ancient church, the Unitas Fratrum, most of those 
peculiar and distinctive characteristics which once made 
its whole worship one grand living poem. Only here 
and there, away from the track of ruthless progress, in 
some quiet country congregation, do we still occasionally 
meet with some of those quaint and original forms and 
customs that once were the every-day garb of the Brethren’s 
Church, and clothed her as with a halo of beauty and 
truth. Of all these, however, none can compare, for 
touching simplicity, and yet solemn and imposing 
grandeur, with the celebration of Easter morn in the 
little Moravian town of Nazareth, some ten miles north 
of Bethlehem, Pa. The same form of worship, indeed, is 
observed in Bethlehem, Késitz, and several other places; 





but in none can it reach the perfection of beauty that it 
here attains; for in none, as here, does Nature lend her 
sympathy and aid, and help to make of all one glorious 
harmony. 

The services during the whole Passion Week before 
tend peculiarly to elevate and solemnize the hearts of the 
congregation. Every evening the worshipers assemble 
to read the pathetic story of the closing scenes of the 
Saviour’s life in the simple, unadorned language of the 
sacred Scriptures. Day by day, step by step, they follow 
him as he nears the final hour. On Maundy Thursday 
evening, in commemoration of his last meal with the 
twelve, they too gather with melting hearts in Holy 
Communion round his table. On Good Friday, at the 
hour when he is supposed to have given up the ghost, all 
engage in the beautiful liturgy used only on this occa- 
sion. It is a glorious requiem from first to last, sung 
and chanted in parts by pastor, by choir, by the whole 
congregation, and then again by the male and the female 
portions separately, responsively comforting, exhorting, 
cheering each other; rising from a plaintive and mourn- 
ful, dirge-like tone, to the joyous, swelling sounds of a 
victorious hope and triumphant faith. Then all is silent 
and calmly peaceful again until the close of next day. 
A solemn stillness rests on the entire community. No 
business is transacted, no pleasures indulged in. It is the 
Great Sabbath. The Son of God is resting in the tomb; 
and around it in spirit all assemble as they come together 
in love-feast in the afternoon, preparatory to the great 
event of the following morning. With a mind thoroughly 
spiritualized and freed from earthly thoughts, the wor- 
shiper lays himself to rest, his soul hovering, as it were, 
between the sorrowful scenes of the past days, and the 
joyous anticipations with which believing hope awaits 
the morrow. 

Very early on Sunday morning, long before the first 
pencilings of dawn give outline to the darkness, there 
mingle strangely with the sleepers’ dreams the sounds of 
far-off soft and sweetest melody. Wafted from a dis- 
tance through the fresh and fragrant morning air, like 
angels’ whispers from on high they seem, so gently 
falling on the semi-conscious ear. Near and more near 
they approach. Slowly the dreamer awakes, and in rap- 
ture dwells on the meliow strains. It is the music of the 
trombone choir that thus early goes forth to usher in the 
gladsome Easter morn, and with its sweet old chorals 
gently arouses the slumbering villager, and bids him 
prepare for the worship of the day. The effect of this 
ancient custom on the mind surpasses all powers of 
description. It must be experienced, and then will 
never be forgotten. The profound stillness of the rural 
night, unbroken by the clatter of machinery, the roll 
of wheels,. and restless tramp of feet, so absolute and 
perfect; the clearness and purity of the air at this the 
most delicious period of the budding spring; the weird 
and touching sounds of the trombones, so peculiarly 
adapted to the music of the old chorals; together with 
the frame of mind induced by the services that have 
absorbed the attention of the entire previous week, and 
tended to make the whole soul more exalted and impress- 
ible,—all these help to make this part of the Moravian 
Easter ceremonies striking and beautiful beyond expres- 
sion. 

But it is only the introduction, the fit preparation for 
the service proper that is to follow. 

Searcely have the last strains of music died softly 
away, ere the venerable old bell, strong and full toned, 
peals from the church steeple a warning loud and long, 
that now it is time for all to arise and repair to the house 
of the Lord. Simple toilets are soon made; the indis- 
pensable “coffee and sugar-cake” hastily partaken of; 
and all assemble for the “Easter Morning Liturgy ” 
promptly forty-five minutes before sunrise. The spacious 
church is tastefully decorated with the floral offerings of 
the season, artistically arranged, not by hired florists, but 
by the loving hands of some of the sisters, to whom the 
task is an act of true devotion and worship. As the 
minister enters the chancel, the congregation reverently 
rises to its feet. Then with joyful voice he chants the 
glad announcement: 

“The Lord is risen! ” 


to which the full response is made by all, as if it were an 
echo from their souls, 


“The Lord is risen indeed!” 


And straightway from the lips of choir and people, sung 
to the accompaniment of the full orchestra of stringed 
and wind instruments, ascends the grateful incense of 
gladsome praise : 
“ Hail, all hail, victorious Lord and Saviour, 
Thou hast burst the bonds of death! ” 


The rest of the Litany is a simple confession of faith, 


couched almost wholly in the chaste words of Scripture, 
interspersed now and then with some old hymns or tcuch- 
ing chants, expressive of the deepest feelings of the 
heart. This ended, the service in the church is closed. 

Then the worshipers, with the minister at their head, 
and preceded by the trombone choir, form in orderly pro- 
cession, and two by two take up their march to the ceme- 
tery, there to continue their devotions. Slowly they 
move on through the lone and quiet street, up the steep 
hill beyond the village, on the summit of which lies their 
beautiful “God’s Acre,” the tranquil, soothing stillness 
of the Sabbath morn unbroken, save by the trombonists’ 
dirge-like strains. 

According to a custom ever adhered to in the early set- 
tlements of the Brethren, the most elevated and choicest 
spot in the vicinity was always set apart for the hallowed 
repose of the dead. But in none of their communities in 
this country can there be found a graveyard that, for sur- 
passing beauty in every respect, can compare with that 
which crowns the lofty hill just west of the ancient town 
of Nazareth. Almost in the center of a fertile plain, 
some twenty miles in diameter, it affords an unbroken 
view of not less than ten miles in every direction. North 
and westward the eye ranges along the mountain-bound 
horizon, resting now on the Delaware Water Gap, then 
on the Wind Gap, and, finally, on the Lehigh Gap. 
Southward it follows the course of the Lehigh River, 
along the base of the like-named range of mountains, 
until it flows into the broader Delaware, whose rising 
mists veil the Jersey hills, which bound the landscape on 
the east. On every side, as far as eye can reach, a 
panorama rich and varied lures the gaze, from dark and 
shady woodland to bright and teeming farms; from green 
and velvety meadows to countless little hamlets and 
larger villages and towns. Just at the foot of the hill 
nestles, calm and lovely, Nazareth itself, venerable and 
precious with its ancient buildings and historic asso- 
ciations. Along the eastern slope of the summit, in 
orderly array, lie the graves of bygone generations, the 
sexes scrupulously separated even in death, the departed 
brethren occupying all the space on one side of the 
middle path, and the sisters that on the other. Simple, 
oblong slabs of marble, all alike in size and form, and 
lying flat upon the graves, speak to us eloquently the 
truth, that death is the great leveler of distinctions ; 
that rich and poor, high and low, are terms only of that 
time that fleeth as a shadow, unknown in the mansions 
of eternity. On this morning, as on nearly every 
Sunday, loving hands have been busy adorning the green 
mounds with blooming, fragrant tokens of remembrance, 
until the whole space resembles one large garden, all 
aglow with fresh and brightest flowers of every form and 
hue. 

Moving up the main pathway between dense walls of 
aromatic evergreens, whose branches interlock above and 
form a natural arched aisle, the procession at length halts 
and forms a wide semicircle on the central highest point 
of the area. Above them the gentle zephyrs whisper 
softest music through the lofty pine and hemlock boughs. 
Before them stretches out the grand landscape bounded 
by the eastern hills. The early twilight’s purple, hazy 
veil rests softly over all the scene. The music is hushed. 
Then loud and clear the minister raises his voice in this 
declaration : 

“T have a desire to depart, and to be with Christ, which 
is far better; I shall never taste death; yea, I shall attain 
unto the resurrection of the dead: for the body which I 
shall put off, this grain of corruptibility, shall put on 
incorruption; my flesh shall rest in hope. ... Keep 
us in everlasting fellowship with those of our brethren 
and sisters who, since last Easter day, have entered into 
the joy of their Lord, and with the whole church trium- 
phant, and let us rest together in thy presence from our 
labors. Amen.” 

Ah, what new meaning and real force these words 
attain as thus uttered in the very presence, as it were, of 
all those dead! Standing in the midst of the graves of 
friends and kindred of more than a century back, how 
impressive, how comforting, how immutably certain the 
truth is felt to be, that the body 


“ . . is sown in corruption, 


It is raised in incorruption : 
It is sown in dishonor,, 

It is raised in glory: 

It is sown in weakness, 

It is raised in power : 

It is sown a natural body, 

Jt is raised a spiritual body.” 

Ay, doubt it who will, at that time and in that place, 
belief is a necessity. Each worshiper hears in his soul 
the combined testimony of all his honored ancestors and 
loved ones speaking from their graves. Their spirits 
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bear solemn witness through his mouth. Life from the 
dead is a fact. 

And now, as if in glorious illustration of the divine 
truth that is celebrated just at this point of the imposing 
service, there rises majestic over the dark horizon, up 
from his tomb of the night, the glowing lord of day. In 
gorgeous splendor he pours forth his golden beams. 
The fleecy clouds that seemed to hover like angels watch- 
ing over his grave, now shining, glittering with refulgent 
glory, float upward on the radiant flood and disappear. 
In a moment the purple veil is lifted from the wide land- 
scape, and all is bathed in brilliant light. Mountain top 
and fertile plain, forest, field, and humble hamlet, all 
shine forth revived by the touch of the risen life. The 
night is vanquished; day reigns supreme. It is nature’s 
Easter. The very trees above, around, are now made 
vocal with gladsome notes of praise arising from the tiny 
throats of whole flocks of little feathered warblers, that 
found shelter in the dense green boughs through the 
long night, and now sing their songs of joy and welcome 
to the new-born day. At the same instant, as if trans- 
ported to a higher sphere, and allowed a glimpse into 
the glories of the life and light beyond the skies, the 
trombones and choir astonished ask : 

“Who are these in bright array, 
This innumerable throng, 
Round the altar night and day, 
Hymning one triumphant song? ”’ etc. 
to which the congregation makes reply : 
“ These through fiery trials trod, 
These from great affliction came ; 
Now before the throne of God, 
Sealed with his almighty name, 
Clad in raiment pure and white, 
Victor-palms in every hand, 
Through their dear Redeemer’s might 
More than conquerors they stand.” 

Like a victor’s pwan then strike upon the ear the 
closing words of this grand liturgy : 

“Glory be to him who is the Resurrection and the Life; he 
was dead, and behold, he is alive forevermore; and he that 
believeth in him, though he were dead, yet shall he live.” 

“ Glory be to him in the church which waiteth for him, and 
in that which is arownd him, from everlasting to everlasting. 
Amen,” 

The service is now ended, and all return to their homes, 
thoroughly prepared by this worthy introduction to the 
day the better to enjoy its remaining devotions. For 
who will doubt that the exaltation of soul necessarily 
induced is healthful and good? The semi-dramatic 
character of this quaintly beautiful form of worship 
brings the whole fact of the resurrection so vividly and 
realistically before the mind as to make an impression 
too profound ever to be forgotten. In the midst of all 
its soul-stirring associations and hallowed surroundings, 
the most hardened heart must soften, the most careless be 
touched, and none can withstand the awe-inspiring, sol- 
emnizing influence of the occasion. There is something 
so peculiar in its strange mingling together of the real 
and the ideal, of sight and faith, of the material beauties 
of nature and the spiritual truths of revelation, that it 
captivates the soul as naught else can. Faith, all glow- 
ing with delight, gently folds the spirit in her wings, and 
unresistingly soars aloft with it to realms which ne’er 
before it had inhabited, but where, exalted and entranced, 
it fain would now make its abode forever. 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


a 


SOME EASTER CUSTOMS. 
BY MARIAN GARWOOD. 


Some three generations back our house was new. As 
the sons and daughters grew, and were married, the mother 
felt it impossible to part with them, and they some of them 
remained at home; others visited there, staying longer 
each time, till they finally settled there; and one who, on 
leaving a happy bride, went to foreign lands, returned 
after many years to the old fireside with her wee ones, 
having buried her household gods in the torrid clime 
which shattered them. So you see our family is a large 
one. 

Living entirely by ourselves, we have many habits con- 
sequent upon the situation and the “time-table” of the 
trains from the city. One of these is our mode of light- 
ing the house. Country people, you know, enjoy the 
reputation of rising early,—well, we earn it. Business 
says our gentlemen must be in town at an early hour; 
and our ladies say they must breakfast at home. Our 
children would be very unhappy if they did not break- 
fast with their papas; so the household makes an early 
start, and once fairly in motion keeps going all day. 





These are old-established customs with us,—with my 
mother, and, I doubt not, with her mother before her. 

William is our man,—if we were in England I should 
probably say butler; but whatever the title attached to his 
position is, none could more worthily explain it than to 
say that he has been our faithful head servant for at least 
thirty years. William attends personally to the opening of 
the house in the morning, the closing of it at night, and 
to the Jamps. Other matters he may depute to under- 
lings, these never: he would feel the lives of this entire 
family in danger. Now William also goes to the station 
for the gentlemen. Before leaving, it is rather early for 
the lights, for, having had a long and busy day, we are 
all inclined for a twilight rest, so the lamps are not 
attended to till after his return. This would leave the 
house in a state of Egyptian darkness at the gentlemen’s 
arrival, if it were not for one of those peculiar habits 
which I mentioned, The lamps were an innovation 
which took place in the house during my mother’s life- 
time. During her girlhood, candles had been used 
exclusively. After she was married, the lamps stepped 
in, were approved of, and shortly ornamented and illu- 
minated hall and chamber; but she never liked this 
turning her loved twilight into a garish, artificial day, 
so soon established the custom to which I refer, of using 
candles till a statéd hour, when the lamps were all lighted 
by one person. 

One Easter Monday eve, I sat, as was my wont at this 
hour, without other light than my fagots gave, simply 
resting, when a sweet voice said : 

“Auntie, shall I light your candles?” 

I looked round, and there in the doorway, holding the 
curtain aside with one hand, and above her head a lighted 
taper with the other, as she peered under it in my dark- 
ness, stood Emily. She looked like some Rembrandt 
painting against a background of black shadows. 

“Yes, dear,” I answered; “if you are coming to sit 
with me.” 

“T think all the children will be down in a minute,” 
she replied; “for I heard them holding some very wise 
conversation just now, and determining to get auntie to 
unravel their troubles.” 

While she was saying this, she stood lighting the can- 
dles upon my high mantel. The height, the form, the 
expression of my niece of twelve, as she stood before me 
with her face thrown up, and her great brown eyes fixed 
patiently upon the light, caused me at once to realize 
that she was bringing another element into the household 
hitherto composed entirely of adults and children. This 
had fairly dawned upon me when, extinguishing the 
taper, my niece hastened for a hassock, saying, as she 
cuddled upon it at my feet: “There come the children ; 
quick, let me get here,” asif she were the greatest baby of 
them all. Even as she spoke, the sound of my pets as 
they came tumbling down the broad oak stairs reached 
our ears. Then a sort of general scramble across the 
broad hall, and they were with us, variously asserting 
their rights to certain particular positions. May was on 
the arm of my chair (the seat undisputed) with her little 
soft arm around my neck. Soon, all settled, Lou said: 

“Auntie, won’t you tell us what’s Easter? Of course, 
we know all about it, but I mean, why is it called 
Easter?” 

Horace, Emily, and Gussie (a cousin from England, 
staying with us this winter) laughed out as Horace 
said : 

“ Well, Lou, you got that pretty well mixed.” 

I don’t know but his pride was a little hurt that he had 
not been able to answer the question up-stairs, for this 
was not like my noble boy, so I answered, 

“ Never mind, dear. I think I understand you, and 
will try to enlighten you to your satisfaction. Did you 
know that, of all the festivals we celebrate, the very oldest 
is this one of Easter? Well, it is almost as old as the 
world itself, and a celebrated man named De Gebelin has 
written a book, in which he treats this subject at some 
length. When you are grown it may be you will look it 
out for yourselves; at present, I will tell you some of the 
things he says. Gussie, have you not studied something 
of the Persians?” Gussie was fourteen, and was going to 
be confirmed very soon. 

“ Yes, aunt, a little.” 

“Do you know what they worshiped?” 

“T think they worshiped fire; did they not?” 

“ Yes, as the greatest of the elements, and emblematical 
of the sun, the giver of natural life and light. Well, 
these same Persians (I will not go farther back than 
them), counted the first of the new year to be on a day 
which corresponds to the fourteenth of our April, and 
they held a festival upon it in honor of their goddess 
Astarte (Aurora) and the sun, celebrating the revivifi- 
cation of nature. 





“Our ancestors, the Saxons, afterwards held upon the 
same day a festival in honor of their goddess Easter, 
probably the same myth as the Persian Astarte, for she 
also was Aurora. In their language, ost meant rise, and 
the spot where the sun did rise soon was called ost or oest. 
They too worshiped the light, and naturally called it the 
goddess of the oest, where it first appears; thence the 
name Oester or Easter. 

“The Jews also had a feast on this same day. It was the 
feast of their passover, of which you know how by 
sprinkling the blood of a sacrificed lamb upon their 
door-posts, according to God’s direction, they saved their 
first-born from the hand of the angel of death, who 
passed over every house so marked. This they commem- 
orated by eating a sacrificed lamb upon that day ever 
after, and with it unleavened bread, in memory of theix 
hasty flight from Egypt, which freed them from bondage. 

“Then the Christian church in its various branches 
celebrated upon this same day the resurrection of Christ 
for a very long time; but later it was thought nearer cor- 
rect to make it a movable feast, and at one of their 
councils a common method of counting it was settled 
upon. So that now it occurs variously on different 
years, some time between the 23d of March and the 25th 
of April. So you see how very old this festival we cele- 
brated yesterday is.” 

“Tt seems very wonderful that people go on doing the 
same thing so long,” said Gussie, slowly. 

“True, my dear Gussie; yet many things have died out, 
and this is the only festival that has been so long con- 
tinued.” 

“And the queerest part seems to me that they every one 
seem to turn on the word ‘rise.’” This came from thought- 
ful Horace. 

“Right, my boy; and it seems to me as if God would 
not let it die out as did the other feasts. For was it not 
typical, from the first, of our Saviour’s sacrifice? As the 
Pagans rejoiced at the rising of the sun, and the putting 
forth of the new life by the dormant world, do we rejoice 
at the rising of the Sun of Righteousness from the grave. 
In other words, as in the spring the sun recovers the 
plants from death, and triumphs over winter, Christ 
reclaims us from eternal darkness and triumphs over 
death. , 

“ Every one, however benighted, must feel that some 
power greater than himself exists to keep the glorious 
heavens and beautiful earth, and their appreciation of its 
greatness prompts them to yield it homage. The Pagans 
thought it was light, and worshiped it; but we know it 
is God, who made the light, for he has sent his only Son 
to us to save us. 

“The Jews call their festival Pasch, which means pas- 
sage, and it commemorates their passage out of the land 
of Egypt. Our Easter signifies that through Christ we 
pass out of the serfdom of human vanities and weak- 
nesses to the place which God has made for himself to 
dwell in. And was not the lamb which saved them from 
death a type of Christ, who saved us from death eternal? 
St. Paul indicates as much when he says: ‘Christ, our 
Pasch, is sacrificed.’” 

“But, auntie, you said everybody kept it. Is that 
everybody? You know what lots of countries there are.” 
This remark was volunteered by Lou, who had lately 
begun to study geography. 

“Yes, my precious little girl, in all those countries is 
Easter kept.” 

“And, auntie, you said much as we keep it,” said 
Ned. 

“Yes, so I did. I willexplain. I mean first with holy 
thankfulness, and then with sports and joyous games.” 

Here Horace spoke: 

“Auntie, I looked in Worcester’s Dictionary yesterday, 
and it said the festival was called Easter because it came 
in Aprij, and the east winds blew so much during that 
month.” 

“There are many reasons given, my boy. That is one, 
and others say it comes from a long-forgotten word 
(probably Pheenician) meaning jire ; but I like best the 
one I gave you that it comes from ost, meaning rise, for it 
seems to me the most probable.” 

Bob had been so remarkably quiet that I thought he 
was asleep; but he had not been, for here he spoke out 
hastily, and pulled my dress, as he said: 

“Say, say, auntie, tell us "bout the games.” He said 
this just as Emily said, “ Didn’t the church look lovely 
yesterday ?” 

“In one moment, Bob,” I answered my impatient 
nephew. “Indeed, Emily, it did, and that custom of 
using flowers in Easter decorations is not by any means 
new, for in reading, the other day, I saw a scrap written 
in the year 1511, wherein the writer said, ‘the strewing 
fayre flowers and green rysshes | ll aboute’ was an Easter 
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custom at the time. And why should it not be an old 
custom, for the earth arousing from her sleep brings 
forth these beautiful flowers as her Easter offering? and it 
is so typical that the people could hardly fail to appro- 
priate them, As you see the little brown dry seed or the 
great black roots set out in the ground, you behold noth- 
ing of the beautiful flowers which the great sun will 
finally bring out of them. So, at the final resurrection, 
our corruptible mortal bodies will bloom in a heavenly 
beauty of which they bear no trace now. What do you 
think this festival should teach us ?” 

“To think more of the future,” quietly answered 
Gussie. 

“Yes, or, as I saw it worded in a book, ‘to set our 
affections on things above; to breathe after that state of 
unspeakable and endless joy.’ And then it was followed 
by this question: ‘When may we be said to set our affec- 
tions on things above?’ and the answer was: ‘When we 
govern all our actions with respect to the next life, and 
make it our business to please God. For our fruit must 
be unto holiness before our end can be everlasting 
life.’ ” 

“Oh! dear auntie, do tell us about the games,” again 
spoke Bob; “and”— “Yes, auntie, please do,” in my 
ear from May, who had been from time to time quietly 
caressing me with her plump little hand, led me to say: 
“Well, didn’t you have one this morning, when you 
were playing ‘Hot and cold’ with the pretty eggs you 
received yesterday ?” 

“Oh, but that’s old!” said Bob; “tell us something 
new.” 

“That’s the very point, my dear boy; these games are 
all old. I will tell you how little children have played 
that for hundreds of years, and even to this day in Ger- 
many. In some parts the German peasant#are very poor, 
and eggs are so great a luxury that they only have them 
once in the year, and that is at Easter. Then each child 
gets one, and the delighted little creatures, for some weeks 
before, say to each other with joy: ‘The fox day is 
coming—the fox day is coming, and we'll have an egg;’ 
and they jump and clap their hands.” 

“What do they call it fox day for?” queried Charlie, 
who was beginning to be interested. 

“ Because, when the day comes, ,their mothers say to 
them about midday, ‘Run out quick, and see if the fox is 
coming; quick, run;’ and then all the children in the 
village can be seen running up and down the street. 
While they are out, the mothers get out a dish of eggs, 
which they have colored the night before, and hide one 
for each child, and call the little ones in, who fall at once 
to hunting their eggs, which makes a great deal of fun,— 
just as it did for you this morning, when I heard many 
voices calling about the house, ‘ Hot’ and ‘Cold.’” 

“T wonder how they first came to color them,” said 
Enrily. 

“ Eggs were colored very beautifully by the Persians, 
and mutually exchanged between them at their New 
Year festival, of which I told you. They considered them 
the emblems of the world, because their philosophers dis- 
covered in them the representatives of the four elements. 
I think the dictionary will tell you of that.” 

“Why, then, the custom of giving eggs is nearly as old 
as the festival itself; who would ever have thought of 
such a thing!” 

“Tt is indeed, Horace. They were even used by the 
Egyptians before the days of the Persians as emblematical 
of the renewal of mankind after the deluge. ” 

“Egypt and Persia and Germany,” repeated Horace, 
as if memorizing. And I added, “ And Russia and Italy 
and— ”» 

“What do they do in Russia, auntie?” said Gussie. 

“In Russia they celebrate Easter with far more display, 
pomp, joy, and gorgeousness than in any other country. 
One traveler tells us that ‘the most splendid pageants of 
Rome do not equal the costliness and splendor of the 
Russian Easter. “That the Carnival never rivaled in 
parade what passes at this season in Moscow.’ These 
Russians deny themselves during Lent from the highest 
to the lowest, almost to starvation; and not only in 
eating do they practice this restraint, but upon all their 
indulgences, such as dress, fine turnouts, amusements, 
etc., and when it is over they rejoice doubly. They have 
midnight church, and when the great bells tell twelve, 
the priests cry aloud ‘Christ is risen,’ and the people 
rush about hailing each other with ‘Christ is risen,’ and 
answer in turn, ‘He is risen indeed.’ In the morning 
they exchange eggs,—not always real eggs ; sometimes 
very elegant and large ones, made of gold or silver, and 
containing some choice gift.” 

“ And Italy, you said, auntie,” prompted Horace. 

“In Italy it is quite different, but they have one pretty 
custom called the ‘feast of eggs.’ During Lent the 





Romanists in Italy do not eat eggs, and when Easter 
comes, each family has prepared a basket or bowl of 
decorated eggs, some of them beautifully gilded, and 
sends them early in the morning to the cathedral, when 
the priest blesses them; then they are carried home and 
placed on a table inthe best room. Each member of the 
family receives one to eat, and the rest remain there for 
a week, during which time every caller must receive an 
egg. This is probably because eggs have always formed 
a prominent part in the diet of the Romans and Italians. 
We are told that the ancient Romans began their meals 
with eggs, and ended them with fruit.” 

“We have them every Easter in England too,” said 
Gussie. 

“Oh yes, dear! In the north of England, in many an 
old house with corner cupboards, may be found eggs with 
quite ancient dates graved upon them, probably by some 
country swain long since forgotten. In Scotland the 
peasants start out early Easter morning, and hunt for 
wild-fowl eggs for breakfast, and think themselves lucky 
in finding them. Some people use the Hebrew word 
Pasch instead of Easter. In parts of England they 
always say Pasch-eggs, and that soon led to paste-eggs, 
and saying soon led to making; consequently we have 
those pretty little paste and sugar eggs, with pictures in- 
side, such as the pretty bonbon May got yesterday.” 

“ Auntie, Amelia told us that where she came from in 
Germany, all the boys and girls went on Easter Monday 
morning to the top of a grassy hill that was outside of 
the village, and one of the girls carried a great bowl of 
colored eggs. When she reached the top she gave the word 
and all the rest laid down, and rolled like balls ; and after 
they were started she poured the hard-boiled eggs after 
them, and they scrambled for them as best they could 
without getting up before they reached the bottom, when 
some would have none and others several, which they at 
once divided with their less fortunate friends. And she 
seemed to think it was great fun, for she laughed heartily 
while telling us.” 

“That is called rolling, and is quite a favorite amuse- 
ment in the country parts of Germany.” 

“ Auntie, I didn’t understand about the Persians and 
their philosophers,” said Lou. 

“ Well, dear, I will try to explain. The egg was con- 
sidered as a type of the world, in the earliest days of the 
Israelites, and was used by them (their legends tell us) in 
some of their religious rites. When they entered Egypt, 
seventeen hundred years before Carist, they took this 
idea with them and the Egpytians adopted it, and used 
the egg as an offering to persons mourning the loss of 
relatives, to remind them, by this symbol of the world, 
that they were of the world, mortal, and therefore must 
suffer; and in this manner their descendants, the Jews, 
continue to use it at their funerals. From Egypt, the 
idea of the egg symbolizing the world was carried to 
Persia, where the philosophers soon conceived that there 
was a deeper meaning in it, and held its parts as emblems 
of the four elements that composed the world, and there- 
fore called the world the mundane egg. A philosopher 
of Greece learned this in Persia, and developed the idea 
and brought it to Greece, where he wrote at length upon 
it, enlarging and explaining it. He told them that the 
earth was the shape of an egg, that the center or yolk of 
it was fire, that the white was the water, and the crust of 
earth was the shell. And the Grecians, who always 
delighted in learning, honored him by calling the world 
the ‘ Orphic egg.’” 

“ Auntie, do the Jews use them at their Passover?” 
said Gussie. 

“Yes, dear,” I replied, “a hard-boiled or roasted egg 
is placed upon the table.” 

“What for; what does it mean?” 

“T don’t know, Horace, I have asked in many places, 
and received so many and such various answers that I 
fancy the original reason has been lost sight of. I have 
been told that it was to represent Israel as a whole and 
perfect body; also that it was to represent the meat and 
drink offerings which they formerly carried to the temple; 
again, that being a symbol of mourning, it was placed 
thereto remind them that though the temple was destroyed, 
the world was moving and changing, and that that 
which was desolation and sorrow to-day would be restored 
and a joy again. 

“By the Christians they are undoubtedly used: as 
emblematical of the future life. I saw it in a magazine 
article worded in this way : ‘The Easter egg is an emblem 
of the rising from the grave; in the same manner as the 
chick (entombed, as it were, in the egg) is, in due time, 
brought to life.’ I told you all the nations colored and 
decorated them. The Christians at first colored them 
only red, to symbolize the blood of our Saviour, which 
saved us from death ; but later the desire to make pretty 





gifts of them led them to make them partially red, and 
then tinge them with different colors. Gradually the 
first intention was lost sight of, and they colored them 
according to their fancy without other object than to 
make them attractive.” 

Here May spoke: “ Maggie says that the sun dances on 
Easter morning ; does it?” 

“ That is also a very old tradition, dear May, and I don’t 
know any way of finding out, unless it be to get up and 
see,” 

“Why, I did mean to, and I lay awake nearly all 
night so as to get up early, and then I was late, after all.” 

“ Have you ever seen it, auntie?” asked Emily, 

“Tt has been suggested that the language may be figu- 
rative, just as ‘the earth with her valleys standing thick 
with corn’ are said to “laugh and sing.’ However, it is 
very generally believed throughout England, Ireland, 
and Germany, to be a physical fact. WhenI was quite 
little my nurse told me the same thing, and I arose many 
Easter moraings, but never succeeded in having a clear 
one. Though the day would be clear, the sun always rose 
in clouds, so you see I cannot tell you anything about it ; 
I think you will have to watch out for yourselves.” 

Here a considerable bustle in the hall below informed 
us of the arrival of all the papas, and of course it was not 
many minutes before my young hearers had scampered 
away; all but Gussie, who, having no papa here, and hav- 
ing been considerably impressed by what she had learned, 
lingered a moment with me. Taking Emily’s seat she 
looked up and said: 

“ You are very kind, aunt, to take so much pains to 
explain things to us. Do you know, (shaking back her 
great blonde curls,) it oppresses me to think how long this 
thing has been going on, and that to-day for the four- 
thousandth year people are still passing eggs from one to 
another.” 

“ Hey-day! it is high time William lighted the lights 
and brightened you up; this talk has been too long.”’ 

“ Auntie, how did you find out all these things?” 

“T studied the subject up long ago for my other chil- 
dren.” 

Here a voice broke in, and Emily cried out from the 
door : 

“That’s papa, and the rest; Gussie, and, auntie dear, 
those same ‘ other children’ want to know if you are not 
coming down to tea.” As Gussie twined her arm about 
me I kissed her great English blue eyes, and, joining 
Emily, we turned our steps toward the supper-room, where 
were gathered my two generations of children. 


THE HOLY WEEK. 


[Translated from the German, for The Sunday School Times. | 
When Jesus would now from his mother be gone, 
As the great holy week drew forebodingly on, 
Then Mary, deep sorrow o’erflowing her heart, 
Speaks lovingly thus with her son, as they part: 


Son Jesus, ever dear to me, 

What wilt thou on holy Sunday be ?— 

On Sunday a king in the throng I go, 

Who garments and palms shall before me strow. 


Son Jesus, ever dear to me, 

What wilt thou on holy Monday be ?— 

On Monday the wayfarer’s path I tread— 
No shelter, nor place where to lay my head. 


Son Jesus, ever dear to me, 

What wilt thou on holy Tuesday be ?— 

On Tuesday I come the foreteller of woes, 
The end of the heaven and earth to disclose. 


Son Jesus, ever dear to me, 

What wilt thou on holy Wednesday be ?— 

On Wednesday despised ; vile merchandise made ; 
For thirty pieces of silver betrayed. 


Son Jesus, ever dear to me, 

What wilt thou on holy Thursday be ?— 

On Thursday—the upper, the passover room, 
The feast that my death shall declare till I come. 


Son Jesus, ever dear to me, 

What wilt thou on holy Friday be ?— 

O mother, thou mother dearest to me, 

Could Friday’s great woe be but hidden from thee! 


On Friday, mother dear to me, 

Then shamefully nailed to the cross I shall be— 

Three nails shall they drive through my hands and my feet— 
Despair not, dear mother; the end shall be sweet ! 


Son Jesus, ever dear to me, 

What wilt thou on holy Saturday be ?— 

On Saturday am I a wheaten corn 

That in the earth's bosom anew shall be born. 


On Sunday—rejoice, mother dearest to me! 
Then shall I from death the risen Lord be! 
As my heavenly banner the cross shall I hold, 
And thou shalt my rising to glory behold | 
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LESSON HELPS. 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR, 
[Second Quarter, 1879.| 


April 13.—Prosperity Restored ................----«0se00---.JOb 42: 1-10 
April 20.—Queen Kasther ...... badnnageesssesscoensooepses Esther 4: 10-17 
. April 27.—The Coming Saviour.................-.-------+ Isaiah 49 : 1-10 


May 4.—The Suffering Saviour.............---.--....--+- 
May 11.~—The Saviour’s Call..............-----eeesseenene 
May 18.—The Saviour’s Kingdom. .......----....----..00e. 
May 2%.—The Holy Spirit Promised 
June 1.—Prophecy against Tyre.............0.-.------- 
. June &.—The Valley of Dry Bones........ pocececavceses 
. Junels. The Need of God's Spirit................... 
June 22.—Consecration to God.... ........---++--.0.-000+ 
June 29.—Review. 


LESSON 4, SUNDAY, APRIL 27, 1879. 
Title: THE COMING SAVIOUR. 


GOLDEN TEXT: THIS Is MY BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I AM WELL 
PLEASED.— Matt. 3: 17. 


BRE Seens2eae~p 





Lesson Topic: Salvation Heralded, 


1. The Servant, v. 1-4. 
Outline: { 2. The Sender, v. 5, 8-10. 
3. The Service, v. 6, 7. 
HOME READINGS, 

Monday, April 21: Isaiah 42: 1-10. Salvation heralded, 
Tuesday, April 22: Phil. 2: 1-11. The son a servant. 
Wednesday, April 23: Matt. 17: 1-9. The servant a son. 
Thursday, April 24: John 5: 30-40. The sender a father. 
Friday, April 25: John 1: 1-14, The service begun. 
Saturday, April 26: Luke 4: 14-22, The service announced, 
Sunday, April 27: John 17: 1-8. The service finished. 


LESSON TEXT. 
{Isa. 42 : 1-10.] 

1. Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom 
my soul delighteth; I have put my Spirit upon him: he shall 
bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. 

2. He shall not ery, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be 
heard in the street. 

3. A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax 
shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth. 

4. He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judg- 

. ment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law. 

~ 5, Thus saith God the Lorp, he that created the heavens, 
and stretched them out; he that spread forth the earth, and 
that which cometh out of it; he that giveth breath unto the 
people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein: 

6. I the Lorp have calledthee in righteousness, and will 
hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a cove- 
nant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles ; 

7. To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the 
prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house. 

8. Lam the Lorp; that is my name: and my glory will I 
not give to another, neither my praise to graven images. 

9. Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new 
things do I declare: before they spring forth I tell you of them. 

10. Sing unto the LORD a new song, and his praise from the 
end of the earth, ye that go down to the sea, and all that is 
therein; the isles, and the inhabitants thereof. 


BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Isa. 42: 1. My servant, Ye are my witnesses, saith 
the Lord, and my servant whom I have chosen. Isa. 43 : 10,—— 
Thou art my servant, O Israel, in whom I will be glorified. It 
is alight thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the 
tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will 
also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be 
my saivation unto the end of the earth. Isa. 49 : 3, 6.——Be- 
hold my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be exalted and 
extolled, and be very high. Isa. 52: 13. By his knowledge 
shall my righteous servant justify many, Isa. 53: 11.——Behold 
my servant, whom I have chosen, my beloved in whom my soul 
is well pleased. Matt, i2: 18—Who... made himself of 
no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and 
was made in the likeness of men. Phil. 2: 17. 

My soul delighteth.——This is my beloved Son in whom 
I am well pleased. Matt. 3: 17.——This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased: hear ye him. Matt, 17: 5.——He 
hath made us accepted in the beloved. Eph. 1: 6. 


Then judgment shall dwell in 
He shall shew judgment to the 








Bring forth jadgment.— 
the wilderness. Isa, 32: 16. 
Gentiles. Matt. 12: 18. 


V.2. He shall not cry. He és just, and having salva- 
tion ; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal 
of an ass. Zech. 9: 9.——I am meek and lowly of heart. Matt. 
11 : 29.——He shall not strive, nor cry; neither shall any man 
hear his voice in the streets. Matt. 12 : 19.——The servant of 
the Lord must not strive; but be gentle {unto all men, apt to 
teach, patient. 3 Tim. 2: 24.—-Who, when he was reviled, 
reviled not again ; when he suffered, he threatened not. 1 Pet. 
2: 23. 

V.3. Bruised reed shall he not break.——Like asa 
father pitieth Ais children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear 
him. Psa. 103: 13.——He healeth the broken in heart, and 
bindeth up their wounds. Psa, 147 : 3——Strengthen ye the 











shall feed his flock like a shepherd ; he shall gather the lambs 
with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently 
lead those that are with young. Isa. 40 : 11.——-Come unto me, 
all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Matt. 11 : 28.——We have not a high priest which cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities ; but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin, Heb. 4: 15. 





Vv.4. He shall not fail.—Of the increase of his govern- 
ment and peace there shall be noend. Isa. 9: 7. He shall 
see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied. Isa. 53:11. 


——I have glorified thee on the earth : I have finished the work 
which thou gavest me to do. John 17: 4.——Jesus ... who 
for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising 
the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of 
God. Heb. 12: 2. 


The isles shall wait for his !aw.——The sceptre shall 
not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, 
until Shiloh come ; and unto him shall the gathering of the 
people be. Gen. 49: 10. All the ends of the earth shall 
remember and turn to the Lord. Psa, 22: 27. He shall have 
dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends 
of the earth, Psa. 72: 8.——Glorify ye the Lord in the fires, 
even the name of the Lord God of Israel in the isles of the sea. 
Isa, 24 : 15.——The isles saw it, and feared. Isa. 41: 5. 

vV.5. He that created the heavens. In the begin- 
ning God created the heaven and the earth. Gen. 1: 1——The 
heavens are the work of thy hands. Psa. 102 : 25.——Hast thou 
not heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the 
ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? Isa. 40 : 28. 
——I am the Lord that maketh all things ; that stretcheth forth 
the heavens alone ; that spreadeth abroad the earth by myself. 
Isa. 44 : 24.—-The Lord, which stretcheth forth the heavens. 
Zech. 12: 1.——Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the 
foundation of the earth : and the heavens are the works of thine 
hands. Heb. 1: 10.. 


He that giveth breath.—And the Lord God formed man of 
the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life ; and man became a living soul. Gen. 2:7.——In whose 
hand is the soul of every living thing, and the breath of all 
mankind. Job 12: 10.——The breath of the Almighty hath 
given me life. Job 33 : 4.——The God in whose hand thy 
breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified. 
Dan. 5: 23.——He giveth to all life, and breath, and all things. 
Acts 17 : 25. 

vV.6. Called thee in righteousness. Behold, a king 
shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment, 
Isa. 32: 1.——I have raised him up in righteousness, and I 
will direct all his ways. Isa. 45: 13.——Behold, the days come, 
saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous branch. 
Jer. 23: 5.——Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation 
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the 
remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God. 
Rom, 3 : 25.——A sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy 
kingdom. Heb. 1: 8. 

Give thee for a covenant.——I will preserve thee, and 
give thee for a covenant of the people. Isa. 49 : 8.——This is 
my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the 
remission of sins. Matt. 26 : 28..—To perform the mercy prom- 
ised to our fathers, and to remember his holy covenant. Luke 
1: 72.——For all the promises of God in him are yea;and in 
him Amen, unto the glory of God by us. 2 Cor. 1 : 20.—He 
is a mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon 
better promises. Heb. 8: 6.——Jesus the mediator of the new 
covenant. Heb. 12: 24..—-Through the blood of the everlast- 
ing covenant. Heb. 13: 20. 


A light of the Gentiles. A light to lighten the Gen- 
tiles, and the glory of thy people Israel. Luke 2: 32.——Then 
spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the 
world. John 8: 12. I have set thee to be a light of the Gen- 
tiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the 
earth. Acts 13 : 47.——That Christ . . . should shew light 
unto the people, and to the Gentiles. Acts 26: 23. 

v.77. Open the blind eyes.-——The blind receive their 
sight. Matt. 11: 5.——Then opened he their understandings. 
Luke 24: 45.——For judgment I am come into this world, that 
they which see not might see ; and that they which see might 
be made blind. John 9: 39.——To open their eyes, and to turn 
them from darkness to light. Acts 26 : 18.——God, who com- 
manded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ. 2 Cor. 4: 6.——Anoint thine eyes with 
eyesalve, that thou mayest see. Rev. 3: 18. 


To bring out the prisoners. He brought them out of 
darkness and the shadow of death, and brake their bands in 
sunder. Psa 197: 14.——-The Lord looseth the prisoners. Psa. 
146 : 7.——That they may recover themselves out of the snare 
of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will. 2 Tim. 
2: 26.——Shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out 
of darkness into his marvellous light. 1 Pet. 2: 9. 


V.9. New things. Behold, I will doa new thing; now 
it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it? Isa. 43: 19.—— 
Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come to 
pass, ye may believe that I am he. John 13: 19. Known 
unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world. 
Acts 15: 18.——The Spirit of Christ . . . testified beforehand 
the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. 1 Pet. 
1:11. 

Vv. 10. Sing unto the Lord.——Sing unto him a new 
song. Psa. 33: 3.——He hath put a new song into my mouth. 
Psa. 40 : 3.——Oh, sing unto the Lord a new song: sing unto 



































weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. Isa. 35: 3.——He 


Psa. 96: 1, 2. And they sung a new song. Rev. 5: 9.—— 


And they sung as it were a new song before the throne. Rev. 
14: 3, 


LESSON FRAMEWORK. 
BY THE REV. GEORGE A. PELTZ. 

Isaiah prophesied in the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, 
and Hezekiah (Isa.1:1). Uzziah died B.C. 758. Hezekiah 
became king B. C. 726, and in the fourteenth year of his 
reign Isaiah still exercised the prophetic office (Isa. 36:1; 
87:2). Isaiah’s prophetic work extended, therefore, over 
forty-six years at least. Tradition has it that Isaiah was one 
of the first victims of the impious rage of Manasseh, and 
that he was enclosed in the trunk of a tree and sawn asunder, 
thus giving rise to the allusion of Hebrews 11: 37; but it is 
more probable that this passage in Hebrews gave rise to the 
tradition. Manasseh began to reign B. C. 698; so that if 
this tradition be true, Isaiah’s active career extended through 
at least sixty years. He probably did exercise his prophetic 
functions for sixty or sixty-five years, reaching an age of 
from eighty to ninety years. Isaiah was the son of Amoz 
(Isa. 1: 1), of whose history no information is given. Tradi- 
tion, however, says he was the son of Joash, and consequently 
the brother of Uzziah, king of Judah, and that Isaiah there- 
fore was of the blood royal—which tradition may pass for 
what it is worth. The scenes amid which Isaiah lived and 
did his work are sketched in 2 Kings, chapters 15-21, and 
2 Chronicles, chapters 26-33. In the kingdom of Judah, 
Nahum and Micah were his contemporary prophets; and in 
the kingdom of Israel, Hosea. 

The first thirty-nine chapters of Isaiah’s prophecy relate 
to current events under the respective sovereigns Uzziah, 
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah. To the reign of Uzziah 
belong chapters 1-5; to that of Jotham, chapter 6; to that 
of Ahaz, chapters 7 to 14: 27 ; to that of Hezekiah, chapters 14: 
28-39. Theremaining chapters (40-66) were probably uttered 
in the latter part of Hezekiah’s reign, but they relate, not so 
much to current events, as to the glory and work of the great 
deliverer, the coming Messiah. These chapters may be 
divided into several distinct discourses relating to the return 
from the Babylonian captivity; to the folly of idolatry; to 
the sufferings, death, and burial of the Messiah; to the 
calling of the Gentiles ; to the glory of the latter days; and 
to the final overthrow of false prophets and teachers. The 
general purpose of all these discourses is set forth in Isaiah 
40: 1, 2. So pre-eminently comforting is Isaiah, as well as so 
full of messianic predictions, that by common consent he is 
designated The Evangelical Prophet. 

This last portion of Isaiah (chaps. 40-66) falls into three 
general sections of nine chapters each. The first of these 
sections, comprising chapters 40-48, includes the lesson now 
in hand. Its general topic is comfort because of deliverance: 
(1.) from Babylon, under Cyrus, who is Jehovah’s servant ; 
and (2.) from sin and suffering, under Messiah, who is pre- 
eminently Jehovah’s servant. With the last-named idea 
the lesson deals: (1.) Jehovah describes the character of his 
servant, verses 1-4; (2.) He addresses his servamt and 
expounds his commission, verses 5-7 ; (3.) He addresses the 
people in the interests of his servant, verses 8,9. The last 
verse of the lesson (v. 10) opens a new paragraph of Jehovah’s 
address, and calls upon the nations to rejoice in view of the 
help proffered. This prophecy was in all probability 
delivered in Jerusalem, B. C. 712. 


CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY ©. H. TOY, D.D., LL.D. 
PARALLEL TRANSLATION. 


(1.) Lo! my servant, whom I uphold, 
My chosen, in whom I delight, 
I have put my spirit on him, 
He shall bring forth judgment to the nations. 
(2.) He sha!l not cry, nor call aloud, 
Nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. 
(3.) A bruised reed shall he not break, 
And a dim wick shall he not put out ; 
In faithfulness he shall bring forth judgment. 
(4.) He shall not be weary nor fail 
Till he have set judgment in the earth, 
And for his law the isles shall wait. 
(5.) Thus saith God, Jehovah, 
He that created the heavens and stretched them out, 
He that spread forth the earth and its productions, 
He that gives breath to the people upon it, 
And spirit to those who walk in it: 
(6.) I, Jehovah, have called thee in righteousness, 
And will hold thy hand and keep thee, 
And set thee as a covenant of the people, 
As a light of the nations; 
(7.) To open blind eyes, 
To bring forth the prisoners from the prison, 
; And them that sit in darkness out of the prison-house. 
(8.) I am Jehovah—that is my name, 
And my glory I will not give to another, 
Nor my praise to idols. 





the Lord, all the earth. Sing unte the Lord, bless his name. 


(9.) The former things, lo, they are come, 
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And new things I declare; 

Before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 
(10.) Sing to Jehovah a new song, 

His praise from the end of the earth, 

Ye that go down to the sea, and all that is in it, 

The isles and their inhabitants. 


THE SERVANT OF JEHOVAH. 


The prophecy in which our lesson occurs, Isaiah 40-66, is 
an address of consolation with promise of deliverance and 
blessing to the exiles of Israel in Babylon (see chaps. 40: 3; 
48: 20; 52:12; 64:10, 11). As the theme is throughout 
the same, there are no very sharply marked divisions, but 
we may distingnish in a general way three parts: chapters 
40-54 announce Israel’s deliverance through Cyrus, its 
restoration with national-spiritual blessing to its own land, 
and its mission to the Gentiles; chapters 55-59 are chiefly 
occupied with moral-religious exhortation; chapters 60-66 
contain a glowing account of the coming prosperity of Israel 
in national-spiritual union with Jehovah. The basis of the 
prophet’s thought throughout is Israel’s peculiar covenant 
relation to Jehovah, its call to be happy in his service, and 
to proclaim him and his service to all other nations. It is in 
the first of the three divisions only that the name “Servant 
of Jehovah” (used in a peculiar way in this prophecy) 
occurs, though, no doubt, the spirit of the name exists in the 
two others. The following are the places where it is found : 
chapter 41: 8 and following verses, declaration that Israel is 
the Servant of Jehovah, and shall be helped ; chapter 42: 1 
and on (our lesson), the Servant’s work ; chapter 42: 19, 20, 
he is described as blind and deaf, and in chapter 43: 10 as 
God’s witness ; chapter 44: 1-8, 21, 22, promise of redemp- 
tion, with mention of Cyrus as the instrument (vs. 26-28), 
and again in chapter 45: 4 in connection with that king 
(who is called, v. 1, Jehovah’s anointed ; that is, his appointed 
agent); chapter 48: 20, deliverance from Babylon; chapter 
49: 1-12, the Servant (called “Israel” in v. 3) declares his 
mission, and Jehovah announces deliverance; chapter 
50: 10, the Servant is the spokesman of Jehovah ; chapter 
52: 13-53: 12, the Servant out of suffering is exalted; in 
chapter 57: 17 occurs the plural, “ servants,” with the same 
general sense as the singular. From a comparison of these 
passages it appears that by the “Servant of Jehovah” 
the prophet means Israel, whom Jehovah has chosen 
to be his own people, and appointed as teacher of the 
nations, to bring them to a knowledge of the being 
and service of the one true, holy God. This concep- 
tion of Israel’s mission in the world is found also in other 
prophecies, as Micah 4: 1, 2; Isaiah 2: 2,3; Ezekiel 39: 23; 
Zechariah 14: 16, and is confirmed by our Lord in John 4: 22. 
But Israel is regarded in our prophecy in different aspects, 
sometimes as suffering, sometimes as happy and prosperous, 
as weak and as strong, as sinful and disobedient, or as godly 
and faithful, as lamenting its misforturies or as purified by 
its sufferings (as Job by his). The nation showed itself to 
the prophet in different lights, according as he regarded it as 
a whole or fixed his eye on the truly spiritual-minded, faith- 
ful part that really represented God’s chosen instrument for 
the establishment of his truth. Hence he sometimes calls 
the Servant of Jehovah “blind and deaf,’ unable to hear 
God’s voice, and see his hand, and understand his teaching 
(for the nation was still slow and disobedient), and at other 
times speaks of him as the light of the nations, the trusted, 
all-powerful messenger and representative of God. Looking 
at the true Israel, that part of the nation that comprehended 
and fulfilled its mission, the inspired seer proclaims that 
they shall carry the life-giving truth of God to all peoples, 
and that their very sufferings are by God’s ordination a prepa- 
ration for this their high work. And all this was in a 
measure fulfilled in those days (in so far as the other nations 
even then learned from Israel), but not fully; the complete 
realization of the prophet’s picture was reserved for the time 
when the true Servant of Jehovah came in the person of 
Jesus Christ. Guided by the spirit of God the prophet 
describes in swelling, magnificent words the grand destiny of 
his people, but beyond even his conceptions was God’s 


purpose. There is, therefore, a present fulfillment of his 


predictions, but also a future,—a narrow and a broader,—all 
Israel’s history being summed up and finally completed and 
embodied in him whom the disciples called God’s “ holy 
servant” (Acts 4: 27, according to the correct translation). 
Some students of this prophecy suppose that in some pas- 
sages the prophet means by the “servant of Jehovah” the 
Messiah directly; but this view is hard to reconcile with 
the frequency and clearness with which the Servant is called 
“Israel.” It seems better, therefore, to suppose a primary 
reference to the nation, with a final fulfillment in Christ. 
There are many similar cases, in the Old Testament, of an 
immediate reference to some contemporaneous fact, of which 
there followed a higher fulfillment in Christ (compare Hos. 
11: land Mait. 2:15). This is not a “double sense” in 
prophecy, but simply a necessary result of the fact that Christ 
was by divine appointment the consummation of all God’s 
revelations of truth in ancient Israel, a fact that seems more 
wonderful, more divine, the more we study it. 


As the diction of this prophecy is marked by poetical ele- 


vation of thought, as well as by the Hebrew poetical form 
(parallelism), it is better to write the lesson as poetry in order 
to exhibit its true character, and to get the help in the inter- 
pretation that the parallelisms offer. 

NOTES. 


Our lesson describes the work and mission of the servant 
of Jehovah, the manner and spirit in which it is performed 
(vs. 1-4), its object and result (vs. 5-7), Jehovah's regard 
for his own glory (v. 8) and his perfect prevision (v. 9), and 
concludes with an exhortation to praise him (vy. 10). 

Verse 1.—Our passage is closely connected with the pre- 
ceding chapter. There Jehovah comforts Israel in their 
subjection under idolaters by declaring the weakness and 
overthrow of the latter; he summons the nations to come 
and compare their knowledge and power with his (chap. 
41:1), and asks who raised up Cyrus and gave him victory 
(vs. 2-4) while the nations vainly trusted in their idols 
(vs. 5-7). Jehovah has chosen Israel, and will uphold them 
against their enemies (vs. 8-16), and supply all their wants 
in the desert (vs. 17-19), that they may know his power 
(v.20). Again, the idolatrous nations are challenged to 
give proof of their gods by foretelling coming events, such 
as the career of Cyrus (vs. 21-27); and the chapter ends with 
the declaration that they had failed to stand the test: “Lo! 
they are all vanity.” In contrast with these impotent idola- 
ters Jehovah now speaks of his own chosen minister, who 
should carry truth to these benighted peoples: lo / my servant, 
that is, Israel (chap. 41:8). The character and work of 
Israel depends, however, on the nation’s relation to Jehovah, 
and this relation is described in the first and second lines 
(which form a parallelism): whom I uphold, lay hold of 
guide, sustain.— My chosen, parallel to “my servant,” repre- 
sents Israel as selected from all the nations of the earth to 
receive God’s commands and do them; compare Deuteronomy 
32:8, 9. The term occurs frequently in this prophecy. 
Then Israel’s endowment for his work is described: I have 
put my Spirit on him. It is through the divine Spirit, accord- 
ing to the Old Testament representation, that all good work 
is performed ; the spirit of God is the presence and indwell- 
ing of God in the heart and life. This power of the divine 
Spirit in Israel is particularly spoken of in Joel 2: 28, where 
it produces prophetic knowledge, with deliverance for all 
who shall turn to God (v. 32); here its effect is similar, to 
put into Israel’s mouth a message from Jehovah to the 
nations: he shall bring forth (exhibit, declare) judgment (right, 
truth) to the nations. The word rendered “judgment” means 
a “judicial sentence,” and then “justice, right,” as in Micah 
6: 8 (“justly”), Jeremiah 22:15. Israel, endowed with the 
power of the divine Spirit, shall teach the nations the truth 
of God. And, in accordance with this prophecy, Israel 
handed down the knowledge of God till finally it was fully 
expounded by the one complete representative and head of 
God’s people, God’s chosen anointed one; the fulfillment in 
Christ is explained in Matt. 12: 17, 18 (the reading differs 
slightly from both the Hebrew and the Greek of Isaiah). 

Verse 2.—The manner in which the servant shall perform 
his work. He shall not cry nor call aloud (literally, “lift up ;” 
that is, his voice), nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. 
His announcement of the divine truth shall not be charac- 
terized by outward show and noise, and assumption of physi- 
cal authority. In contrast with the showy ceremonial and 
the noisy official display of the heathen religions (in which 
there was much bare appeal to the senses in festivals, pro- 
cessions, music, etc.), Israel would be a quiet teacher, appeal- 
ing to men’s souls, as became one who was the messenger 
and spokesman of the holy, spiritual God. And so our 
Lord’s method of teaching showed a striking absence of dis- 
play, a quietness that was to the Jews of his day in unin- 
telligible contrast with what they expected in the Messiah. 
The evangelist refers to this prophecy (Matt. 12:19) in illus- 
tration of Christ’s withdrawal from the multitudes who fol- 
lowed him ; the word “strive” in Matthew (engage in a war 
of words) is substantially the same in meaning with Isaiah’s 
word “cry.” 

Verse 3.—Further characterization of the servant’s method. 
A bruised (cracked, nicked) reed shall he not break, and a dim 
wick (of a lamp) shall he not put out (extinguish). That is, 
his demeanor and teaching will be marked not by violence 
and harshness, but by gentleness and sympathy ; hearts.and 
characters already crushed and feeble he will not abandon 
or trample on, but rather cherish and build up with tender 
compassion. This sympathizing softness of character God 
effected in Israel by means of the very suffering that seemed 
so hard, and on account of which the people supposed that 
their God had forgotten them. This is the nation’s com- 
plaint in chapter 40: 27, but it utters the higher lesson and 
purpose of its afflictions in chapter 50: 4-6 (compare Lam. 
3: 27, which also is a lesson learned by Israel in exile). 
Scattered among the nations, Israel suffered and waited and 
taught. In such terms also Christ describes himself and his 
teaching (Matt. 11: 29). The moral-religious result of 
Israel’s work is here again mentioned (as in verse 1), with 
an added word of description: in faithfulness he shall bring 
forth (declare) judgment (right, God’s truth). The expres- 





sion in faithfulness means “according to faithfulness, fidelity 


(to God), truthfulness,” and characterizes the servant’s work 
of instruction as not only gentle, but also conscientious and 
faithful to the truth itself, not weakly yielding truth to 
please men or avoid danger and difficulty. How fully this 
was illustrated in Christ’s life need not be pointed out, nor 
how beautifully complete is the character here described, a 
combination of loving gentleness and firm adherence to 
truth, The rendering of the English version, “he shall 
bring forth judgment unto truth,” does not yield any good 
sense. In Matthew 12: 20, we find, “unto victory,” which 
is a free paraphrase of the text, expressing an idea that is 
involved in the context. 

Verse 4.—The servant’s success. He will not be weary nor 
fail till he have accomplished his work, done the divine 
errand, set judgment in the earth (the world), announced the 
true nature of the service of the holy God to the idolatrous 
and debased nations (compare 40: 28-31). Parallel with 
this statement is that of the next line, and for his (Israel’s) 
law (the law received by Israel from God) the isles shall wait 
(or, do wait). The “isles” are the western Mediterranean 
nations, put here, as the extremity of the world, for the 
whole earth; and they are represented as waiting, expecting 
the divine law, ready to receive it from Israel’s hands when 
it shall be presented. The declaration of the verse is that 
all the world shall accept the worship of the true God 
through the instrumentality of Israel (same thought in Micah 
4:1,2; Isa. 2:2,3; 11:9; Zech. 14:16). The last line 
is quoted in Matthew 12: 21 (from the Greek version of 
Isaiah) with a special application to Christ; “his name,” 
that is, “himself,” includes “‘his law,”—the law and will of 
God embodied in Jesus Christ. 

Verse 5.—Jehovah now adds to this description of his 
servant's work a promise of help and statement of results 
(vs. 5-9); our verse is an introductory setting forth of his 
power in order to give greater force to the following promise. 
Jehovah (in contrast with the heathen gods) is the creator 
of the heaven, which he has stretched out (allusion to the 
form of the sky—the “firmament” is in Hebrew “expanse”’), 
and of the earth, which he has spread forth (allusion to the 
surface of the earth), and its productions (beasts and plants), 
and all its human inhabitants; the fourth and fifth lines are 
identical in meaning; spirit is the same as breath. The 
numerous references in this prophecy to Jehovah’s creative 
power (chaps. 40: 12, 26, 28; 44: 24; 45: 7, 9-12, 18; 
48: 7,13; 51:13; 54: 5, 16) are intended both as protests 
against idolatry, and ground of comfort to God’s people. 

Verse 6.—Jehovah’s calling and promise. J, Jehovah, 
have called thee (to do my work—calling follows choosing, see 
verse 1) in righteousness (in my righteousness, under right- 
eous conditions and for a righteous purpose, so that the 
people’s calling was a holy act, violating no rights or obliga- 
tions). The general promise follows, J will hold thy hand . 
(guide and uphold, as in verse 1) and keep thee (preserve thee 
from evil, compare Psa. 91). Then the special promise, 
which is at the same time the statement of Israel’s mission 
in the world: and set thee as a covenant of the people, that is, 
the instrument of effecting a covenant between the people 
(the heathen nations) and God. The following line and the 
general connection show that “people” here means not 
Israel, but the Gentiles. As the priest represented his 
people and mediated between them and God, as the king 
sometimes stood between God and the nation, as the prophet 
pleaded for his brethren, so Israel was to lead the nations 
to Jehovah, to bring about an agreement between him and 
them, to be their covenant, thus in its life and work pro- 
phetically setting forth the work of the one true mediator 
between God and man. The second line, as a light of the 
nations, points to the same result: Israel was tospread abroad 
the enlightening truth of God (compare Isa. 2:5; Psa, 
36:9) in preparation for and in anticipation of Him who 
called himself “the light of the world” (John 8:12; 1: 4,9; 
Luke 2: 32; 1: 79). 

Verse 7.—Further statement of the Servant’s work. To 
open blind eyes is to give men the capacity of seeing spiritual 
truth (compare Isa. 6: 10); Israel will be to the nations not 
only light, but also power of vision. The following figure 
expresses the same idea: to bring forth the prisoners from the 
prison (and the next line is a simple repetition of this) is to 
deliver men from the bondage of religious ignorance and 
sin. This figurative sense seems to suit the connection best ; 
but it may be that there is here a reference to the deliver- 
ance of captive Israelites from prison; see the similar pas- 
sage, chapter 49: 8-12. The whole life of Christ is a mani- 
festation of his power to give sight and deliverance to the 
spiritually blind and bound. 

Verse 8.—Jehovah’s self-assertion. For further comfort 
of his people, and assurance of his purpose to intervene in 
their behalf, he declares the additional motive (besides his 
covenant-promise to them) of his regard for his own glory. 
I am Jehovah, that is my name. This name, it is meant to 
say, is the pledge of his superiority to the heathen gods, and 
his intention to maintain its honor. The name “Jehovah” 
(in Hebrew “ Jahwe,” or, more exactly, “ Yahwe”) means 
either “the living, the self-existent,” or “the creator ;” in 





either case it carried with it a sense of eminent, all-control- 
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ling power and dignity. As the name of the God of Israel 
(in distinction from the gods of the other nations), it had also 
become associated with all his dealings with the people, and 
suggested his peculiar relation to them. All that his name 
signified, Jehovah says, he would maintain. My glory I will 
not give to another (that is, to another god), nor my praise (the 
praise and glory due me as creator and lord of the earth 
and all men) to idols. One peculiarity of this prophecy is 
its sarcastic tone towards idolatry; see chapters 40: 18-22; 
44: 9-20 (compare Psa. 115: 3-8); Jehovah will sustain and 
enable his people that the idol-worshipers may know the 
difference between their gods and him. It may be added 
that not only these two motives (regard for his people, and 
regard for his own glory), but also regard for the welfare of 
the nations, is apparent. 

Verse 9.—Proof of Jehovah’s superiority in the predic- 
tion of coming events. In the religious struggle between 
Israel and the nations, and between Jehovah and the heathen 
gods, the crucial test proposed is the power to foretell the 
future (chap. 41: 23). Here Jehovah says that he has in 
the past foretold what was going to happen, and does now 
make new predictions, in proof of his omniscience and 
superiority.— The former things (former predictions, perhaps 
a general reference to the past history of Israel, perhaps a 
special reference to the earlier victories of Cyrus) lo, they are 
come (have happened—they are a proof of Jehovah’s fore- 
knowledge, and now another proof is given), and new things I 
declare, I tell before they spring forth. A reference to chapter 
48: 18-20 will show that the “new things” here spoken of 
means the deliverance of Israel from Babylon, and their 
restoration to their own land,—a wonderful event, which was 
to be for the honor of Jehovah (chap. 43: 21) and the 
exaltation of the people. 

Verse 10.—Praise and thanksgiving. The address of 
Jehovah, describing the mission of his Servant and his own 
purpose to make it successful, ends with the preceding verse, 
and the prophet appends a short psalm (vs. 10-12) in which 
he exhorts all men to praise the God of Israel for his excel- 
lent works towards his people.—Sing to Jehovah a new song, 
that is, a song prompted by a new experience of God’s 
goodness and power ; this is the meaning of the phrase “ new 
song” in the Bible (see Psa. 33: 3; 40:3, Rev. 5:9). Here 
the occasion is Jehovah’s new and great mercy to Israel in 
promising to restore them to their land and make them his 
messenger to the nations.— His praise from the end of the earth, 
so that the whole earth shall join in it. There comes an exhor- 
tation to the two classes which together embrace all the people 
of the world: the dwellers on the sea and the dwellers on 
the land: ye that go down (since the sea is lower than the 
iand) to the sea (to embark in ships), and all that is in it (the 
fish and other animals that inhabit the sea — poetical 
appeal to all things, even the brutes, to praise God—compare 
Psalm 148), the isles (western nations, here put generally for 
the land) and their inhabitants. In view of the great and 
merciful purpose of Jehovah to endow his people with his 
spirit, and send them to proclaim the truth to the nations, it 
becomes all the earth to praise him. Much more now, when 
his full purpose in his chosen servant has been manifested. 


ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS, 
BY H, CLAY TRUMBULL. 


My servant, whom I uphold (vy. 1). God never sets any 
servant of his at work without being ready to uphold him 
in it, and to supply him with all that is needful for its doing. 
No minister, in his legitimate field of duty, can fairly say, 
“T am unable to fill this pulpit; unable to care for this 
people.” No superintendent or teacher can rightly declare, 
“ My charge is too great forme. My mission is beyond my 
capacity.” No parent—not even the widowed young mother 
—can properly cry out, “I have a work at the head of this 
household, in the wise training of this child, which is more 
than I can fittingly perform.” No son or daughter with 
dependent parents; no godly man or woman in any branch 
of business, or under any weight of toil or trial, can with 
truthfulness affirm, “I cannot do what I am set todo. My 
burdens are heavier than I can bear.” The question is 
never as to the servant’s strength; it is only—if at all—as to 
the strength and willingness of the Lord to uphold his 
servant in a divinely assigned work. Is that question ever a 
fair one ? 

He shall not ery, nor lift wp, nor cause his voice to be heard in 
the street (v. 2). It is never from those who are loudest in 
professions of what they are going to do, that most help comes 
in time of need. Noisy threats mark the coward, rather 
than the man of courage. Silence is sometimes the most 
expressive sympathy. A look may speak unutterable words 
of feeling. The deepest emotions are ever below the foun- 
tains of speech. Heart unto heart is the truest interchange 
of affection and friendship, With all the preciousness of the 
recorded words of Jesus, there is a power in his personal 
sympathy with us, felt in our inmost souls, and not “to be 
heard in the street,” which transcends any exhortation or 
assurance spoken to us by his servants in the hearing of the 
multitude, 

A brwised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he 





not quench (vy. 3). It is not in our hours of weakness, and in 
our sense of greatest imperfection, that we need distrust the 
loving tenderness of Jesus. When our faith grows feeble, 
and our hearts ache bitterly under our trials; when it is so 
hard for us to say trustfully, “Thy will be done;” when we 
shrink from our lot just as it seems to us, and when we 
wonder how that which God sends to us can be best, even 
though we know that somehow it must be, because he has 
ordered it; when we have failed in duty, and know it; failed 
just where we have failed a hundred times before; when we 
are fairly tired out with our struggles, and really despair of 
ourselves; when all that seems left of us is perplexity, 
bewilderment, and doubt ;—then of all times we may be sure 
that Jesus will understand us, will sympathize with us, will 
be right down alongside of us, telling us to rest our weary 
heads on his shoulder, or to rise up for new endeavors, and 
saying to us in comforting assurance, “ Let not your heart 
be troubled, neither let it be afraid,” “my grace is sufficient 
for thee; for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” 

He shall not fail nor be discouraged (vy. 4). Our idea of a 
real friend is one who will neither fail us in our need, nor be 
discouraged because of our failures; who will be as patient 
with us in all our trying ways as he is persistent in his efforts 
at faithful service asa friend. The truest mother is one who 
never fails in faith-filled endeavor at the wise training of her 
children, and is never discouraged with them in their 
waywardness and imperfections. The strongest and manliest 
of men is he who will not fail in energy at whatever work he 
is set to do, nor be discouraged by any hindrances to its per- 
formance. Yet how rare is it to find the ideal friend, or 
mother, or man. Every human helper. fails or is discouraged 
at one time or another. Only Jesus never fails; is never 
discouraged. He alone is the same yesterday, and to-day, 
and forever. Whatever is our need he is sufficient unto it. 
However frequent are our wanderings, and however fitful are 
our affections, he bears with us divinely, and perseveres in 
unwavering love and gentleness for our salvation. “‘ It hath 
pleased the Father that in him should all fullness dwell ’— 
dwell; not tarry for a night, but dwell.” 

I... will hold thine hand, and will keep thee (v. 6). A little 
child can stand or walk when held by mamma’s hand, before 
it can steady itself or take a single step alone. If in the 
darkness mamma will sit by the bedside and hold the little 
one’s hand, the child’s fear will be gone, as-if it were day- 
light again. An outstretched hand is often needed to help 
a strong man up from one crag to another on the mountain 
side, or from a boat, or pier, to the vessel’s deck. Many a 
time there is courage, and ‘there ‘is cheer, in a strong ‘and 
hearty hand grasp; and few of us are never so weak as to 
long to be upheld and guided by a stronger arm than our 
own. God’s hand is always reached out toward his children. 
We have only to close our grasp on his outstretched fingers 
to be upheld and sustained and guided by him in the dark- 
est hour, and in our weakest frame. 

My glory will I not give to another (vy. 8). There are more 
ways than one of seeking to deprive God of the glory due 
unto his name. None of us would think of worsbiping idols 
as gods ; nor yet of giving to Nature, or Force, or Matter, or 
Law, God’s place in the universe. But some of us might 
think, while being used of God, that we are doing for him 
what he is really doing through us. If we have an idea that 
we can preach pretty well, or write pretty well, or teach 
pretty well; that we have peculiar power in our earnestness, 
or our tact, or our experience, in efforts to win souls to Christ, 
or to train Christ’s disciples,—we are in danger of taking to 
ourselves the glory which belongs to God; and if we do 
that, we and our work are worthless in God’s sight. What 
if you are successful in your Christian work? What if 
you have overcome obstacles? What if you are prospered 
in your profession or business? What if wealth accumulates 
in your hands? What if you do gain station and honor and 
influence? To whom belongs the glory? to yourself or to 
the Lord? “Who maketh thee to differ from another? and 
what hast thou that thou didst not receive? Now if thou 
didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou didst not 
receive it?” Beware lest in the use of your possessions or 
your powers you claim for yourself that which belongs to 
God—who will not concede his glory to any of his creatures. 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 

Who wrote the words of our lesson to-day? Isaiah, the 
prophet. Ask meaning of “prophet.” Who only knows 
everything, and has planned from the very beginning of time 
all that shall be done? Can any man do so of his own 
wisdom, or knowledge, or desire? Only God can know the 
future, but in olden times he helped some men, called 
prophets, to see as in a picture some things which he meant 
to bring to pass long after. Before this time of which we 
study to-day, Isaiah had been a prophet for perhaps sixty 
years, and had foretold many things which had already taken 
place. Once the king was sick, and seemed dying, but he 
prayed to God to spare his life. Isaiah told him he should 
not die, but that God would let him live just fifteen years 
more, and so it was. Isaiah told, before they came, of wars 


against the Jews, and the help of God in punishing their 
enemies. 

Do you remember the story, in one of our lessons, how 
Isaiah prayed for Hezekiah and his people in time of war, 
and the prophet said that God would defend them and save 
the city, and that very night the angel of death went through 
the camp of the enemy, and in the morning thousands lay 
dead on the ground. There never was anything which any 
prophet foretold, or God performed, so wonderful and so 
precious to the whole world and forever, as these words of 
our lesson to-day. 

He told of a coming saviour. It was seven hundred years 
before Jesus was born in Bethlehem that Isaiah wrote as 
God helped him about Jesus Christ coming to this world. 
How long is it now since he came? Isaiah looked forward, 
and we can look back and see how it has been true just as he 
said. One word Isaiah used very often, “behold;” what does 
“behold” mean? Isaiah loved to hold up for others to see 
the pictures which God showed to him of the glory coming 
to this earth, which would begin in the manger and spread 
and spread until, as he said, “all flesh shall see it together.” 
It began long ago, but is yet going on; and each little child 
who learns what prophets have foretold, and how it has been 
fulfilled, can help other eyes to see the salvation of the Lord. 
What does Isaiah call him? He was used to kings and 
courts and their titles, but he uses the words as God taught 
him about the coming Saviour, and he calls him, my 
servant. Jesus obeyed God and served men; he himself 
said, “ Lo, I come to do thy will.” Jesus became poor and 
lowly, do you remember any time or place when he acted a 
servant’s part. He called himself “the Son of man” oftener 
than any othername. He said, “I am meek and lowly of 
heart.” Had he any home? How did he go from place to 
place? Did he not answer every call for help, and go to the 
poor, the suffering, the despised, the wicked ? Let the children 
give some examples as they may remember. 

He sometimes called his disciples his servants, but in 
that last night with them, after he had washed their feet as 
an example of humility, he said, “I call you not servants; 
for a servant knoweth not what his lord doeth, but I have 
called you friends.” Yes, Jesus was aservant, for he said he 
came to minister, a messenger from God to show his will to 
men, sent and upheld to be the Saviour of the world. God 
called him “ mine elect,” “the chosen one, in whom my soul 
delighteth.” 


Do you remember the story of the baptism of Jesus? By 
what river was John standing when Jesus went to him to be 
baptized? What descended upon Jesus in the form of a 
dove? What did the voice from heaven say? Twice weare 
told that the voice of God himself said the words of our 
golden text of to-day,—once above the little company by the 
river-side, and again over the mountain-top where Jesus had 
gone with his three dearest friends. Suddenly they saw him 
lifted above them, his face shining as the sun and his gar- 
ments white as the light, and, talking with him, Moses and 
Elias, prophets and servants of God who had been dead hun- 
dreds of years. Clouds were about them anda voice out ofthe 
cloud said these same words of our golden text again. What 
are they? There were three little words more: “Hear ye 
him ;” do you try to hear him as he speaks to your heart 
to-day ? 

What did Isaiah say about him? He told how humble 
and lowly he would be; he was to come quietly, gently. 
When a king or a conqueror came, it used to be with a great 
company of princes or soldiers, and a trumpeter to go before 
and cry out, so that crowds could come and gaze at the 
grand show. Even Mordecai the Jew was heralded in the 
streets; how did they do to the man the king delighted to 
honor? Isaiah said of Jesus, “ He shall not cry nor lift up, 
nor cause his voice to be heard in the streets.” It was so. 
Jesus taught quietly, in homes, by the wayside, in reading 
the Scriptures, and in peaceful stories that men loved to 
hear. 

Only once were loud voices heard in the streets sounding 
his praise; and then they were children just like you, who 
went before him singing, and waving palms in their little 
hands. 

Isaiah said he would be gentle and patient. Did you ever 
watch your mother tenderly lift up a drooping flower or a 
lily stem bent and beaten by wind and rain, and see how 
carefully she would tie it to a stick, lest even in the handling 
she might break it? You know there is nothing more easily 
broken than such a hollow stem or a reed that has been 
bent; so Isaiah said of Jesus that his love and care would 
be as kind and gentle to every heart sorrowing for sin as the 
handling of a bruised reed almost broken. You know, when 
the light of a lamp is flickering and low, how a little breath 
would blow it out ; but the heart that has the tiniest spark of 
love to him he will make brighter and stronger, and will 
give his own love to kindle it toa flame. What did God 
say about him? Isaiah wrote the very words of God him- 
self about his Son. The God who made all the worlds and 
holds the earth in his hands, who makes the seasons come 
and go, and gives breath to all his creatures; he told what 
Jesus his beloved Son should do upon earth. Perhaps you 
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remember many stories of what he did so many years after 
this was written. 

He was to “open blind eyes.” Can you tell of a man by 
the wayside who heatd the crowd coming; and when they 
told him it was Jesus passing by, what did the blind man do? 
What was his name? Jesus opened the eyes of many that 
were blind, but that is only half the meaning. Those who 
cannot see and know that they are sinners, and do not see 
Jesus as their Saviour, are called blind ; and he came to open 
the eyes of their souls, and show them himself as the light 
of the world. 


Who wrote many of the psalms of praise to God? Priests 
and people had learned to worship with words of praise and 
thanksgiving for goodness and mercy, and they sang with 
music of harps and trumpets and cymbals, but the prophet 
Isaiah called on them to praise yet more. 

He says, “Sing a new song.” Did he only mean those who 
heard the promise of a coming Saviour? He called on all 
the earth to sing,—the people of all lands and the islands of 
the sea. Did he mean only those who lived then? 

Who sang songs over Bethlehem in the night? That was 
sweeter than earthly music, but even that was not the new 
song. Isaiah meant the song of salvation, of praise to Jesus 
not only because of his coming, but because he is a Saviour. 

Next Sunday we shall learn how Isaiah said he should 
suffer; try to learn this week some of the ways that he suf- 
fered, and we can compare them with what the prophet 
foretold. 

If Jesus had not suffered, there would have been no new 
song ; for none can learn that song but those who have been 
redeemed, and redemption was through his death. 

That song will reach all over the earth, and will go on 
forever in heaven, and the words of that song will be, 
“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain.” Can your heart begin 
now to sing that glad song? 


ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON, 


BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 


“Behold my servant” is an expression plain enough to 
English ears; but in the ancient and modern Orient it has a 
fuller meaning in both senses. The servant of a king, the 
service of an exalted minister of the realm, the service of an 
ambassador, are all honorable terms in English, which give 
to the epistolary phrase “your humble (or obedient) servant” 
a meaning of dignity. Serving each other in love is a near 
approach to fulfilling the law of Christ. But in old times 
some of the highest servants and counsellors were literally 
slaves: their royal masters or mistresses possessed an abso- 
lute power over their bodies and lives ; which power no age 
could question, or call them to account for exercising, though 
they exercised it with even ingenious cruelty. One needs 
only to read Plato’s treatise on the laws, to see how thoroughly 
ancient civilization was pervaded with the idea that a state 
of slavery divested one of the common rights, and almost of 
the common feelings, of humanity. Until within the last few 
years, however, whenever the power existed, oriental mon- 
archs carried out the theory that even their highest servants 
were their slaves, and held not only their offices, but their 
bodies and their lives, at just such a tenure. 

In the East at this day, however, a service that would be 
called menial in the West is held to be not only no disgrace, 
but an honor, by those whose social position is such that work- 
ing in the field, or at a trade, would be a disgrace to them. 
A man will gladly be a cook and hostler for a Frank, who 
would think it a disgrace to work regularly as a tradesman, 
or as one of the land-tillers, or fellahin. The same man will 
think it a disgrace to carry a large bundle, to sweep, or do any 
other work except such as belongs to the fire-making, cook- 
ing, horse-tending, and the like. The ideas of these servants, 
however, are not always classified in the same manner 
regarding things within their dignity todo. Generally such 
servants will think it not dishonorable to black shoes; but 
sometimes one will feel outraged at the thought. Sometimes 
a man of’property will be a servant, and lend money to his 
master on interest. Sometimes he will be a tobacco-grower, 
and make use of his position in the town as a cover for tobacco- 
smuggling. Once the writer was addressed by a man of rank 
from Lebanon, in Italian, French, and Arabic, desiring to be 
employed as cook. He declared that it would be dishonor- 
able for him to work as one of the fellahtn. He was one of the 
nobility. 

“ A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall 
he not quench,” has its counterpart in a paronomasia in the 
original of verse 4. ‘“ He shall not fail nor be discouraged,” 
has in the Hebrew a sound as if it read, “He himself shall 
not be bruised nor quenched: ” he shall be no quenched flax 
nor bruised reed. Such is the rhetorical force of the orig- 
inal, which utters twice its oriental allusion. The common 
“reed” of Palestine is not as large nor as strong as the 
American cane ; and it has more pith in the inside. Either, 
if nicked or cracked across, loses its strength, though it will 
hold together at the broken elbow, unless severed by addi- 
tional force. But he who will try to restore a nicked reed 
must be merciful indeed. “Smoking flax” is the flaxen wick 
of a lamp; not of a modern, but an ancient lamp. Hundreds 








of these, of various times, nations, and patterns, are in the 
Metropolitan Museum at New York. The simplest form 
was that of a flat, earthen plate, with a little portion of the 
edge pinched up while the clay was soft, so as to afford a 
little trough to hold the wick in position at the side, and pre- 
vent its falling down into the oil and putting out the light. 
The wick was a little wisp of tow, and the fuel was olive-oil. 
Most of the lamps in museums, in America or Europe, are 
still smoked about the wick-hole. The lamps were of many 
patterns, of clay, stone, bronze, and even silver; and were made 
either portable, or for hanging. There was also usually a 
nozzle and hole for the wick, on one side, and a hole (or two 
holes) in the top to pour in the oil and admit the air. These 
lamps are very often highly ornamented, and often bear the 
maker's name. In the Trumbull-Prime collection, in New 
York, is an Egyptian lamp with Christian symbols, with 
three Greek words of 1 Cor. 13: 13: “ Faith, hope, charity,” 
and that for “righteousness” added. Other lamps in the 
Cesnola collection have a cross so made as to show also the 
shape of a sword, and bear the Greek letters, Alpha, Omega. 

Of course such lamps smoked: the ancient lamps them- 
selves still show it; and here and there an ancient wall or 
ceiling shows it; but that is not the reference in the lesson. 
For “smoking” we should read “dimly burning.” The oil 
is supposed to be exhausted, needing a new supply to be poured 
in the oil-hole, which a prudent person would have the 
means at hand to do. The case of the foolish virgins, in 
Matthew 25, is one that foolishness might easily have pro- 
duced. But these lamps are now replaced throughout the 
east by American petroleum, burned mostly in lamps of 
European make. 

“ Stretched them out” may have an allusion to the pitch- 
ing of atent; but it is not at all necessary to suppose so. 
The same word is used of spreading out a veil or garment; 
and of stretching out the neck. 

“To open the blind eyes” is an expression that seems 
much stronger in the East than here. To say nothing of the 
ancient punishments of putting out the eyes (often, and quite 
recently, too, nothing more than a means of prevention, in 
case of possible candidates for a throne), it is notorious 
how much more common are diseases of the eyes, and blind- 
ness, among people of the East than inthe West. The blind 
are to be met everywhere. Partially the eye-diseases are 
endemic ; and Occidentals are afflicted with them who were 
entirely free from such things at home. But in a great 
degree these troubles are caused or augmented by carelessness. 
Dirt and filthiness have their share; but it is one of the 
commonest sights in the East, to see a child in its mother’s 
arms, asleep or awake, with its eyelids fringed with persis- 
tent, clinging flies, which the mother does not trouble her- 
self to drive away. Wherever, too, one sees a sore eye, on 
child or grown person, he will .be pretty sure to see it taken 
possession of by settling flies. These flies, too, are much 
more obtrusive, determined, persevering, sticking, than any 
western specimens; and the Orientals seem generally to 
recognize the fact that the flies cannot be successfully driven 
away; and generally they do not attempt to disturb them. 
So then, if a person has a sore eye-lid, the granulation is very 
apt to be communicated to the eye-ball, and finally to produce 
blindness. The writer once spent some weeks, sick of a 
fever, in that house of mercy and healing, the hospital of the 
Knights of St. John, at Beirfit, under the sweet and efficient 
care of the Prussian deaconesses of Kaiserswerth ; and dur- 
ing his convalescence went from day to day to the dispensary, 
where the outside sick came to the physicians for advice or 
treatment. On the days when Dr. Van Dyck attended, one 
of whose specialties is diseases of the eye, the number of 
patients was usually double that of other days. 





TEACHING HINTS. 


Here we are told of the coming Jesus; of (God’s sending 
him ; of the work to which he is set. 


The Servant. 
The Sender. 
The Service. 


It is enough that Jesus is the chosen one of God, as the 
world’s Saviour. God alone has power to save. If he is 
satisfied to commit the work of salvation to Jesus of Nazareth, 
the sinner ought to be satisfied to accept salvation at the 
hands of that same Jesus. What condemned prisoner would 
think of stopping to wonder why the king, or the governor, 
or the military commander, should choose just this messenger 
to bring a pardon? Hence the folly of asking why it is 
necessary to trust Jesus alone for salvation. 

Who sent Jesus? What right had he over the world to 
which Jesus was sent? What has God done for this world? 
What has he done for you and me? What relation does 
God bear to Jesus? What prompted him to send this 


Saviour? To whom is the Saviour sent? Illustrate by a 
father sending out his servant to find a lost child; a general 
ordering a battalion to go to the relief of an endangered 
party at an outpost; aship’s captain sending a boat’s crew 
to rescue a perishing sailor. 

What was the mission of Jesus? Who were to be included 
in his service of love? Who are the Gentiles? Who are 





the blind? Whoare the prisoners? What is the difference 
between being a helper and being a Saviour? How many 
Saviours are there for a sinner? What is our part in this 
work of salvation ? 

The main lesson teaching is, Salvation comes by God’s 
Servant. Whoever wants to be saved must commit himself 
to this Saviour. He who will not consent to be saved by 
Jesus Christ can have no hope of salvation. God will not 
give his glory to another. There is but One of whom God 
speaks in the words of the golden text. 


BLACKBOARD HINTS. 
BY THE REV. J. B, ATCHINSON. 


BEHOLD MY SERVANT! 


| 
EVERY EYE SHALL HIM. | 


| | 
| | 


B elieve ) 
E xalt | 
H ear > , | 
| O bey t MY SERVANT. 
L ove 
Delightin | 

| 








HE SHALL 
| Bring forth judgment, 
| Open blind eyes, 


HE SHALL NOT 
Fail nor be discouraged ; 
Break a bruised reed; | 


Deliver captives. Queuch the smoking flax. 


QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE. 

Introductory.—During the reign of what kings of Judah 
did Isaiah prophesy? (Isa.1:1.) How did prophetic 
visions and dreams differ? What was the history of the 
kingdom of Israel during this period? What was Isaiah’s 
approximate age, and who the reigning king in Judah, at the 
date of the present prophecy? Recall some of the events of 
this reign. Does Isaiah prophesy national events chiefly in 
a literal or in a typical manner? What two events were 
typified in the vision of the Jew’s return from Babylon? 
(Isa. 35: 10; 43: 5-7, 14; 44: 28.) What constantly repeated 
prophecy is the characteristic and glory of the book? What 
is the meaning of the name Isaiah ? 

Verses 1, 4.—By whom, to whom, of whom, are the words 
of this vision spoken? Should the Saviour in this prophecy 
be regarded in his individual or representative (head of the 
church) character? On what occasion did Jesus quote this 
prophecy and with what variation of language? (Matt. 12: 
14-21.) Verse 1.—Show the appropriateness of the designa- 
tion “servant” as applied to Christ, to his church, and to his 
follower (Matt. 20: 26-28). How did the devil endeavor to 
take advantage of God’s upholding promise? (Matt. 4: 6) 
How far back does election date? (Eph. 1: 4,5.) On what 
occasions did God declare his delight in his Son? (Matt. 
3:17; Luke 9: 35.) What texts indicate that “ my spirit” 
has special reference to the attributes of God as manifested 
in Christ’s life? (Isa. 11: 2-4; Luke 2: 40-52) How are 
the attributes of God now incarnated and presented to the 
world? (Phil. 2: 5; Acts 4: 13.) Whose office is this? 
(Gal. 5: 22, 23.) Are all right attributes in man derived 
from God, through Christ, or are some distinctively human? 
What was the greatest immediate result of Christ’s earthly 
mission? (Eph. 2: 13-18.) Verse 2.—What position did 
Christ, our exemplar, assume in the world? (Zech. 9: 9 
Matt. 21:5; John 6:15.) Verse 3.—How does Jesus regard 
the weak, unstable purpose, the feeble, flickering aspiration 
of the soul? (Luke 8: 50; John 20: 27.) Do the expres- 
sions, “bring forth judgment unto truth,” “to the Gentiles” 
(v.1), signify the establishment of truth among the Gentiles 
and in the wavering heart, or mark God’s judgment against 
the Jews (Rom. 11: 15, 22) and against unbelievers at the 
lastday ? (See form of Matt. 12:20.) Reed—convicted sinner ; 
flax—backslider ; judgment—victory. (Spurgeon’s Ser- 
mons, Vol. II.) Verse 4.—On° what accomplished vic- 
tory does the victory of the church depend? If we regard 
the church as royal successor, in direct line of Judah (Gen. 
49: 10), what new meaning may attach here to “judgment ” 
and “law”? 

Verses 5-7.—Why is God’s creative and sustaining power 
in nature so frequently considered in the kingdom of grace? 
Does verse six predicate the selection, guidance, preservation, 
mediatorial office and mission of Christ or of his church? 
(Luke 2: 29-32; Acts 13: 46, 47.) Were the miracles of 
Christ one means or one end in his mission? What double 
purpose did they serve? (John 5: 36; 9:39; Matt. 9: 6.) 
What relation exists between spiritual blindness and spiritual 
bondage? What is necessary on the part of man that both 
may be removed ? (2 Cor. 3: 14-17 ; John 8: 31, 32.) 

Verse 8.— What is the meaning of the name Lord (Heb. 
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Jehovah.) (Ex. 6: 3; 3: 13-15.) What comfort to his 
people is contained in his name and in his essential glory? 
(Consider Matt. 6; 13.) 

Verse 9.—Does the past furnish sufficient evidence of the 
truth of God’s predictions for basis of faith? Is firmest faith 
(in prayer especially) based upon indications or upon Scrip- 
ture evidence of God’s fidelity ? (Heb. 11: 1.) 

Verse 10.—What does the grace and glory of God, as 
revealed in this lesson, demand of all creation? What is, 
and shall be evermore, the burden of the new song? 
(Rev. 7: 10, 5: 9.) 


OLD TESTAMENT QUESTIONS WITH NEW 
TESTAMENT ANSWERS. 


BY HENRY W. CAREY. 


Verse 1.—Here God, through the lips of Isaiah, foretells 
the coming of Christ, and how he will uphold him. Christ is 
the elect of God chosen to be the meditator for us. God 
knew him to be both faithful and able, and reposed great 
trust in him. God took particular delight and satisfaction 
in the undertaking of Christ to save the world, and loved 
him because he laid down his life for us. If we delight in 
Christ, love him, and trust in him, for his sake, God will 
accept us. Where do we read that, when Jesus was baptized, 
God’s voice was heard from heaven, saying, “This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased”? (Matt. 3: 17.) 

Verse 2.—God here tells us of the humility and meekness 
of Christ. He shunned all notoriety; came silently, without 
pomp or retinue, and patiently fulfilled his mission. If we 
would be true followers of Christ, we must be meek, willing 
to bear our burdens in this world. Where did Christ say, 
“Take my yoke upon you and learn of me; for I am meek 
and lowly ; and ye shall find rest unto your souls”? (Matt. 
11: 29.) 

Verse 3.—Here we are told how gentle Christ is, and that 
he will watch over the weakest among us, and tenderly 
encourage us, that we may grow stronger in him. No matter 
how feeble we may be, if we but ask Christ to help us he will 
care for us; for he is the Good Shepherd filled with all gentle- 
ness. Where did Christ, in speaking of those that put their 
trust in him, say, “ they shall never perish, neither shall any 
man pluck them out of my hand”? (John 10: 28.) 

Verse 4.—We may be weak, falter, and almost fall at times, 
but Christ, all powerful as he is, never falters or fails. His 
gospel shall make steady progress until, having overcome all 
difficulties, it shall be accepted everywhere. Where did 
Jesus say, “ All power is given unto me in heaven and in 
earth”? (Matt. 28: 18.) 

Verse 5.—God here, speaking to his well-beloved Son, 
states his power and glory as the creator of all things in 
heaven and on earth. He thus announces himself as the 
creator and ruler of all things, that all may know that he is 
able to uphold the Messiah of his choice, and that all men 
may see the necessity of accepting that Messiah. Where is 
God spoken of as “being able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that 
worketh in us”? (Eph. 3: 20.) 

Verse 6.—God promised to guide and uphold Christ when 
he came on earth to suffer for our sins. God sent his only 
Son, that, through him, he might make a new covenant with 
us. Christ is the true Light to lead mento God. Where is 
it written, “Every one that doeth evil hateth the light, 
neither cometh to the light ; lest his deeds should be reproved. 
But he that doeth truth cometh to the light”? (John3: 20, 21.) 

Verse 7.—Christ came on earth, that all who were ia 
ignorance and sin might have their eyes opened, to see their 
only way of salvation. He came to deliver us all from the 
bondage of sin, from which we are unable to free ourselves ; 
and when, through him, we are made free, we possess true 
liberty. Where did Jesus say that whoever committed sin 
was the servant of sin; but if we are made free through him 
we shall be free indeed”? (John 8: 34, 36.) 

Verse 8.—Jehovah here announces his power and glory. 
He is justice itself, yet merciful, and will do all that he 
promises. All praise, honor, and love is due to God, and we 
should not withhold it. Where did Paul write, “For all 
things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might 
through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of 
God”? (2 Cor. 4: 15.) > 

Verse 9.—God had fulfilled the old prophecies, and now 
he promised a greater blessing than ever before,—a Christ who 
should come to save the world. Christ has been on earth, 
has suffered, and is now at the throne of our heavenly Father 
ready to intercede for us, that we may live in the light and 
joy of God’s love. If you have not made peace with God, 
hesitate no longer; go at once, while there is yet time. 
Where did Christ say, “ While ye have light, believe in the 
light, that ye may be the childrenof light”? (John 12:36.) 

Verse 10.—Let us praise God for a new manifestation of 
his glory. All sin shall be overcome; all mankind shall 
acknowledge the power of God, and be brought to know his 
love and mercy. Where is it written, “Thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” ? 
(1 Cor. 15: 87.) 





WORK AND WORKERS. 


wR 
CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1879. 
Texas, state, at Corsicanna......................- April 29, 30 
Mississippi, state, at Kosciusko...................--. May 7, 8 
Indian Territory, territorial, at Caddo.................- May 8 


Illinois, state, at Bloomington 














East Tennessee, at Maryville ~.--May 15, 16 
a ON TE SN its ocran conk emahdocmee meses May 20-22 
Minnesota, state, at Winona_...-..---...-..------.- May 21-23 
Missouri, state, at Moberly.......-...-.....- Nendetel May 27-29 
SG MET SE ncnsm cn nrcwencscquccubnad May 30, 31 
New York, state, at Kingston.....................-. June 3-5 
Ohio, state, at Akron...... June 3-5 
Pennsylvania, state, at Altoona........--..-...------ June 3-5 
Iowa, state, at Mason City June 10-12 
Michigan, state, at Detroit ..............-.....---- June 17-19 
Indiana, state, at Richmond-..........----..-.---- June 25-27 
LEER, MES, 06 BAM cccnsecnccnnsncnescssesiconcss July 1-4 
Kentucky, state, at Owensboro’................--.-. July 8-10 
Vermont, state, at Burlington.......................- Oct. 7-£ 
Rhode Island, state, at Providence, ....-.-------.------ Oct. 15 
Kansas, state, at Salina...... ----Oct. 21-25 





New Jersey, state, at Elizabeth..................-- Nov. 18-20 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL ASSEMBLIES, 


WEES VERE CBiegcctntenesnasasgsscnscnseueetl June 7-15 
Eee meee eee eee June 24-July 4 
CEE EE, SON indutntatanndendisnenncdanamnnse July 15-28 
EE. Dis” Sieg shcbiin time ncecescnsusmeneunn Aug. 6-20 
OEE TE, PION icc ciacesnavouseunaese Aug. 6-20 


THE NEW YORK SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
ASSOCIATION, 


The work of the New York Sunday-school Association 
is set forth in its Year-Book for 1879, just issued in a neat 
pamphlet. Theannual report of the board of managers was 
presented on November 26, 1878. During the preceding 
year were held thirty-five sessions of the superintendents’ 
class in the Fulton Street Prayer-meeting Room. These 
were attended weekly by from fifty to eighty superinten- 
dents, under the instruction of various ministers and lay- 
men. The normal class, under Mr. Ralph Wells, held 
thirty-three sessions, which were well attended. Thirty- 
five sessions of the Primary Teachers’ Class were held in 
the lecture-room of the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion. This class was taught by experienced teachers. 

Three social meetings for Sunday-school officers were 
held in the chapel of the Broadway Tabernacle. The 
first, for superintendents only, was held November 16, 
1877, Mr. C. B. Knevals presiding over the gathering. The 
topic discussed was, “How can we, as superintendents, 
best increase the efficiency of our schools?” The second 
was held May 17, 1878, also for superintendents. The 
topic, “How can we, as superintendents, best help our 
teachers?” was discussed by the Rev. A. F. Schauffler, 
who presided, and others. The meeting was closed by 
Mr. Ralph Wells, who was questioned at considerable 
length on the topic of the evening, by those present. 
The third sociable was held October 28, 1878. It was led 
by Mr. E. B. Monroe. The topic, “ How do you open 
and how close your school?” was discussed, and the hun- 
dred and sixty Sunday-school officers present voted unani- 
mously that the Association be requested to continue 
these social gatherings once in each month during the 
winter. A course of sixteen lectures on the New Testa- 
ment were given during the year in the Collegiate 
Church, Fifth Avenue and Twenty-ninth Street, by the 
Rev. Drs. J.T. Duryea, H. G. Weston, L. D. Bevan, 
Herrich Johnson, John Hall, Thomas 8. Hastings, Wil- 
liam Ormiston, M. R. Vincent, J. F. Elder, C. H. Fowler, 
W. M. Taylor, and R. 8. Storrs; Bishops R. 8. Foster and 
W. R. Nicholson ; and the Rev. Messrs, ©, CO, Tiffany and 
William Lloyd. 

During the anniversary week of 1878, a public meeting 
was held in the Broadway Tabernacle, when the Rev. Dr. 
O. H. Tiffany presided, and the Rev. Drs. C. 8. Robinson 
and 8. H. Tyng, Jr., spoke. A public meeting was also 
held on October 28, one of the days observed to some 
extent as days of prayer for Sunday-schools. This meet- 
ing was held in the Rev. Dr. Howard Crosby’s church. 

The report states that the reading-rooms have been 
more largely visited, and the library more frequently 
consulted, than in any previous year. “The quiet rooms 
and the ample accommodations, with the large variety of 
books adapted to Sunday-school teachers’ wants, have 
been more appreciated than formerly, and have furnished 
helps to a large number of Sunday-school workers. 
During 1878, 96 books and 216 pamphlets were presented 
to the library by 103 donors, Lists of these are printed 
in the Year-Book. 

The Association received from donations $3,053.53, and 


from other sources $853.14; total, $3,906.67. This was 
an increase over the previous year, and enabled the 
Association to reduce its debt from $1600 to less than 
$1000. Its expenditures (including this reduction of 
debt) were $3,876.87. Its estimated expenses for the 
current year are $2,944. 

During 1879 it offers the following helps: (1.) A free 
reading-room and reference library, at 304 Fourth Avenue, 
open every week-day and evening, for the use of Sunday- 
school teachers in the study of the lessons. The library 
contains nearly two thousand volumes, and includes 
commentaries, dictionaries, and teachers’ helps. It also 
has on file nearly all the Sunday-school periodicals of 
England and America. (2.) A superintendent’s class, 
every Tuesday at 4 p.M., in the Fulton Street Prayer- 
meeting Room, led by the Rey. A. F. Schauffler. (3.) 
A normal class for Sunday-school teachers, every Thurs- 
day, in the chapel of the Rev. Dr. Crosby’s church 
Fourth Avenue and Twenty-second Street, at 4.30 P. M., 
led by Mr. Ralph Wells. (4.) A primary class for infant- 
class teachers, in the Young Men’s Christian Association 
Building, every Saturday at 3 p.m. (5.) A course of 
lectures upon the Bible or Bible study. (6.) Social meet- 
ings of superintendents and other officers, designed to 
afford opportunity for the free discussion of questions 
pertaining to Sunday-school management. 

The officers of the Association are as follows: President, 
Elbert B. Monroe; vice-president, Franklin Allen; secre- 
tary, J. W. C. Leveridge; treasurer, Caleb B. Knevals; 
librarian, William A. Caldwell. Besides these gentlemen, 
there is a board of twenty-two managers. 

Copies of the Year-Book noticed above will be sent to 
Sunday-school associations on application to Mr. J. W. C. 
Leveridge, secretary, 304 Fourth Avenue, New York 
City; and Mr. Leveridge will also cheerfully furnish 
information in relation to Sunday-school work in New 
York City. 





COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 

—A normal Sunday-school institute is to be held in 
Adrian, Mich., May 13-17. 

—The sixth annual session of the Georgia State Sun- 
day-school Association will be held at Macon, May 30, 31. 
Information concerning it will be given by the Rev. W. 
A. Candler, secretary, Atlanta. 


—The Cherokee County (Ga.) Sunday-school Associa- 
tion will meet at Orange, April 12. Governor Colquitt 
‘is expected to be present. Information will be furnished 
by Mr. J. M, Attaway, secretary, Woodstock, Ga. 

—The twelfth annual convention of the Nebraska State 
Sunday-school Association will be held at Crete on Tues- 
day, Wednesday, and Thursday, May 20-22. Entertain- 
ment will be furnished to delegates, and it is expected 
that the railroads will make the usual reduction. Infor- 
mation will be furnished by Mr. I. P. Gage, state secre- 
tary, Fremont, Nebraska. 


—The East Tennessee Sunday-school Convention will 
hold its ninth annual session in the New Providence 
Presbyterian Church, Maryville, on Thursday and Fri- 
day, May 15 and 16. Object-teaching, the condition 
and wants of the East Tennessee schools, the cultivation 
of the missionary spirit, and the management of classes 
of different ages, will be considered. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


—The Moravians in the United States have 8517 
Sunday-school scholars, with 988 officers and teachers, 
—an increase over last year’s report. 


—Mr. Robert C. Ogden has taken the superintendency 
of the Sunday-school of the Hollond Memorial Chapel, 
Philadelphia, lately made vacant by the death of Mr. 
Charles E. Morris. 

—The Waldensians, in their valleya in Italy, have 40 
Sunday-schools, with 3000 scholars. Out of the valley 
they have 36 schools, with 1493 scholars, The Meth- 
odists in Italy have 21 schools, with 500 scholars. 

—In Germany there are about 1370 Sunday-schools, 
with 5800 officers and teachers, and 122,000 scholars, 
The Methodists in Germany and Switzerland have 338 
schools, with 1380 officers and teachers, 16,476 scholars, 
8192 volumes in the libraries. 

—The average attendance at the Sunday-school of 
Plymouth Church, Brooklyn, N. Y., during the month of 
January, was 813; in February, 808, The collections in 
January were $53.33; in February, $95.44. The April 
collections will be for the school library. 

—The Sunday-school of the Wharton Street Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Philadelphia, has a membership of 
nearly 1800. A course of lectures has lately been given 
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the church, which has been attended by an average of 
thirteen hundred persons. 


—The Rey. 8. Lyons, of Waimea, Hawaiian Islands, 
regularly prepares helps on the Sunday-school lesson, in 
the Hawaiian language, which are printed weekly in one 
of the Hawaiian papers, and are designed for all the 
schools on the island, from Hawaii to Niiharn. These 
lessons Mr. Lyons has regularly prepared during the 
whole of the seven years’ course. 


—Mr. D. H. Mason, one of the missionaries of the 
American Sunday School Union in Minnesota, during 
the last year organized 30 Sunday-schools, with 92 
teachers and 775 scholars; visited and aided 57 schools; 
delivered 157 addresses ; visited 253 families; distributed 
182 Bibles and Testaments, and labored earnestly in 
temperance reform, establishing societies and clubs. He 
held twelve Sunday-school conventions. 


—The Sunday-school of the Fourth Presbyterian 
Church, West Thirty-fourth Street, New York City, 
issues a catalogue of its library, in which the titles are 
marked by figures indicating grades, number one being 
suitable for the youngest readers, and five for the most 
advanced. This school was organized in 1827, and has 
had twenty supefintendents. Its present superintendent 
is Mr. Frederic Blume, the music-publisher. 


—One of the missionaries of the American Sunday 
School Union in Nebraska, in six years, has organized 
144 new schools, with 4,602 teachers and scholars; visited 
and aided 306 schools, having 13,799 teachers and 
scholars; delivered 1,065 addresses; visited 3,177 fami- 
lies; distributed 1,208 Bibles and Testaments, besides 
much Sunday-school literature, by sale or gift; and 
traveled 46,194 miles. He reports that the changes in 
the State during that time have been “ marvelous.” 


—The Hudson County (N. J.) Sunday-school Asso- 
ciation has just issued its annual, a large, illustrated, octavo 
pamphlet, giving a yearly review of the work. It was 
edited under the personal supervision of Mr. Richard R. 
Green, the president of the organization. It presents 
evidence of a great amount of painstaking labor, and 
care has been taken to make it full and complete in the 
statistical tables and other information concerning all 
the Sunday-schools within Hudson County. It also con- 
tains an abundance of miscellaneous gleanings. There 
are in the county 126 Sunday-schools, having a seating 
capacity for 36,200, with a membership of 618 officers, 
2142 teachers, and 23,611 scholars. 


GENERAL. 

—A state temperance convention for Pennsylvania will 
be held in -Harrisburg, April 24 and 25. Orders for 
tickets at excursion rates may be obtained of Mr. I. New- 
ton Peirce, 1803 Green Street, Philadelphia. Information 
will be given by the Rev. D. C. Babcock, Thirteenth and 
Spring Garden Streets, Philadelphia. The last conven- 
tion of this kind was held in 1871. 

—The Methodist Episcopal Conference of Germany 
and Switzerland, at its annual session in Basle, in 1878, 
resolved that a monthly Sunday-school paper should be 
published under their direction. Accordingly the Sonn- 
tagsschul Magazin,” or Sunday-school Magazine, a sixteen- 
page duodecimo, made its first appearance in January of 
the current year, published at the Tract House in Bremen, 
under the editorial supervision of C. Girtanner, G. Haus- 
zer, and H. Mann. The first ten pages are devoted to 
the explanation of the Sunday-school lessons, which are 
nearly identical with those of the International lesson 
series; the explanation of each lesson being comprised in 
three divisions; namely, an introduction, exposition, and 
practical thoughts. Following these is a “sketch” or 
“outline” of the several lesson-texts, for convenience in 
review. Then comes a series of illustrations from 
Hebrew antiquities (the lessons being from the Old Tes- 
tament). The miscellaneous and editorial matter, and 
news, follow the lesson pages. From one article therein, 
entitled “‘ the lessons for 1879,” .t appears that their les- 
sons are substantially, though not exactly, the same as the 
International lessons for the same time. Preparation 
for the Sunday-school by the teachers is urged with sense 
and force in another article. Indeed, in other parts 
of Germany than the native city of this magazine, the 
German words for “ Beforehand Preparation” have become 
the technical name of the teachers’-meeting. Besides 
this magazine, and the excellent papers published at 
Berlin, “ Die Sonntagsschule” and “ Der Sonntagsschul- 
freund,” with “Das Kinder-Sonntagsblatt” published 
in Bern, and two “ Mittheilungen” for Sunday-school 
workers published by the German-Swiss Sunday-school 
Union, there are no German Sunday-school papers pub- 
lished in Europe,—at least none of any moment, so as to 


be heard of. 





BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


VAN OOSTERZEE’S PRACTICAL THEOLOGY.* 


Professor Van Oosterzee’s volume is not on practical reli- 
gion, but on pastoral theology and homiletics. The title is 
chosen in accordance with the methodology in vogue among 
Continental theologians. Dr. Van Oosterzee is already well 
known as an author in America and England. He has had 
an important share in the production of Lange’s Commentary, 
and his recently translated work on Dogmatics added to the 
reputation gained through previous publications. In all 
the other works the theologian was more prominent than the 
pastor. But the volume before us recalls the fact that Dr. 
Van Oosterzee was the most popular preacher in Rotterdam 
for a number of years previous to his appointment as 
professor in Utrecht. The subject is, therefore, treated con 
amore. While, as the author tells us in his preface, the 
matter is substantially that of his lectures in the university, 
it is the preacher who speaks in the professor’s chair. Per- 
haps this is the main fault of Van Oosterzee’s style; he is 
not as compact and exact as a professor should be, and yet, 
on the other hand, not quite rhetorical and fervid enough for 
an orator. But the blemish is not a marked one, and unless 
it existed we could not have had two such volumes on Dog- 
matics and Homiletics from the same pen. 

As is well known, Professor Van Oosterzee is one of the 
leaders of the Evangelical party in the Reformed Church of 
Holland. In many parts of the work there are allusions, sad 
enough in tone, to the great defection from the gospel among 
the ministers and people of that country. The counsel he gives 
is all adapted to meet the evil tendency he deplores, and many 
a theological student and minister in this country might 
derive moral support for himself from a careful perusal of 
these counsels. 

The plan of the work is admirable, although the divisions 
are not usual among us. After a brief introduction he 
treats of (1.) Homiletics, (2.) Liturgics, (3.) Catechetics, (4.) 
Poimenics, adding a chapter on labors beyond the sphere of 
one’s own congregation, which he subdivides into Halieutics 
and Apologetics. All these divisions bear names borrowed 
from the Greek, and the terms are common on the Continent. 

The topic of Homiletics, or preaching, occupies one-half 
the volume. The treatment is judicious, although not so 
suggestive as that of Vinet, whose style also is much supe- 
rior. But in one respect Van Oosterzee’s work excels every 
other accessible to the ordinary student; namely, in the his- 
tory and literature of Homiletics. One hundred pages are 
devoted to this division of the chapter on Homiletics. The list 
of works is well-nigh exhaustive and not confined to any age or 
country. The most celebrated preachers of all the Christian 
centuries are named, and though some of the pulpit orators 
selected from America may be those who offend our taste, it is 
satisfactory to find a Continental work which seeks to include 
America in its historical and bibliographical department. 
The discussion of preaching in its relation to worship is 
interesting, and deserves study in our country, where the 
right relation seems to be ignored, to the disadvantage now 
of the one, and now of the other. 

Without reviewing in detail the remaining division, we 
may remark that the chapter on Catechetics will be very use- 
ful to the American minister; not because it advocates 
what we call catechetical instruction, but because it discusses 
the whole question of the religious instruction of children 
under conditions so different from ours. To us the Sunday- 
school is the main method ; to this author, it is an incidental 
help. The minister with us may or may not hold himself 
responsible for the training of the young; to this author 
this question is not an open one. The author may be mis- 
taken in some of his judgments, but the average minister 
and Sunday-school superintendent might be greatly profited 
by looking at the subject for a time through European eyes. 
Dr. Van Oosterzee believes in Sunday-schools, but they do 
not cover so much space in his scheme as in ours. At the 
same time the methods of instruction, as he discusses them, 
are applicable to Sunday-schools even more than to the con- 
ditions he has in mind. The reader will be startled at this 
point by large words. How few would know that the 
Erotematic and Acroamatic methods of Catechetics megnt 
only instruction by lecture and by question and answer! 
On one point the author speaks very wisely: “Our charge 
must learn from us to look upon the Bible as in its contents 
a divine book, but in its rise as at the same time a human 
book, written under a higher care and guidance, at successive 
periods, by men for men. Upon many a youthful heart so 
fatal an impression has been made by later critical doubts, 
simply because there has been applied in catechization no 
other view whatever of the Bible but a mechanical and 
unhistoric one” (p. 477). 

The translator has done his work well, although he might 
have taken the trouble to translate more of the French and 
German extracts. He has added a few notes mainly 
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respecting English preachers and books. There are few of 
those infelicities and inaccuracies which seem unavoidable in 
a translation, but no serious faults can be noted. 

Taken as a whole, no single book in English covers the 
entire department so fully and so well as this one written in 
Holland. It should be added that each section is followed 
by “points for inquiry,” which are designed to make the 
book more available for the class-room. Most professors in 
this department prefer to lecture, but all would find their 
students profited by listening also to the Utrecht professor. 


Real helps to the study of the Bible are always to be wel- 
comed. Even though, as of late, helps have so multiplied 
that no man can keep pace with all the new books, and the 
lock is sometimes in danger of remaining unopened because 
no one has strength enough to lift up the ponderous keys, 
yet almost every individual can now have the sort of help 
that best meets his turn of mind, if he only knows where 
and how to find it. In The Englishman’s Critical and Expository 
Bible Cyclopedia, by the Rev. A. R. Fausset, we have a help 
of very general serviceableness; a book whose title is a 
remarkably happy description of its contents. The volume 
is a large, handsome quarto, printed in three columns on a 
page, illustrated by six hundred woodcuts, all small enough to 
go within the colymn, yet very serviceable. The book is com- 
posed in separate articles like an ordinary dictionary or 
cyclopedia; but the aim of each article seems to be to give 
light on the meaning of the term in the texts where it 
occurs, and thus to throw light directly on the Bible itself, 
rather than to give complete information about a term in 
general, because it happens to be in the Bible, or to have 
some connection, near or remote, therewith. The compiler 
is one of the editors of the well-known excellent commentary 
of Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown; and the articles partake of 
the terseness, judiciousness, helpfulness, and competency 
of that commentary. Throughout, abundant evidence is 
given of a diligent research with the newest materials, 
though the general tone is conservative. The matter is both 
critical and expository, wherein it partakes of the nature at 
once of a dictionary and a commentary. No other book seems 
to be constructed in exactly the same way. Besides the 
matters usually found in a dictionary of the Bible, as well 
as besides those which would appear from the plan of this 
book as thus far described, there is a class of articles which 
give it slightly the flavor of a theological dictionary. Such 
are those on “ Inspiration,” “ Predestination,” “Justification,” 
“ Miracles,” “ Divination.” But in all these the account is 
given in a scriptural way as far as possible, and unnecessary 
argumentative matters from outside considerations are 
avoided. An admirable help to the availability of the 
book, and to the study of the Bible text as well, is the index 
at the end, arranged in order of the books of the Bible, so 
that the student may see at once what articles in the diction- 
ary throw light on any given passage, chapter, and verse. 
The utility of the book is thus rendered many fold greater 
than it would be otherwise. At the same time, its use as 
an ordinary dictionary remains unlimited. It is not intended 
to take the place of such an exhaustive dictionary as the 
large one of Smith, for example. Perfection is, of course, 
not to be looked for in this or any other book, yet the real 
errors are hard to find. Suspicious statements are there, but 
put forth guardedly by the author, and not endorsed by him. 
And the excellences of the book far outweigh its imper- 
fections. (4to, cloth, pp. 753. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippin- 
cott & Co. Price, $5.00.) 


The history of the English Bible is a subject inexhausti- 
ble: inexhaustible in room for compilations, and inex- 
haustible in original research. The scholar who will be 
master of the subject has no alternative but to collect a spe- 
cial library, take notes, and then travel in various countries, 
search the larger libraries, and consult the ancient as well as 
the abundant modern authorities. To rescue one bit of truth 
from the accumulated and hereditary errors of writers on 
the subject is often quite as much as one man can do; and 
for work of the sort there is yet much room. In this 
direction Canon Westcott’s remarkable History of the Eng- 
lish Bible stands pre-eminent, and there is a wide gap 
between the histories which preceded his, and those that 
have followed. To the latter class belongs The History of the 
English Bible, by the Rev. Dr. W. F. Moulton. It is enough 
to say that Dr. Moulton’s book is better by far than any that 
preceded Westcott’s, though its scope is so different from 
Westcott’s that it cannot be compared therewith. It has 
merely one advantage over it, and that is, that it is late 
enough to contain a brief account of the plan of revision 
now in progress. Yet it neither supersedes Westcott’s, nor 
is itself hindered by Westcott’s. It is a comprehensive, full, 
and accurate history of the English Bible, not owr English 
Bible alone, from the earliest times; and contains a sur- 
prising amount of useful information. At the same time, its 
abundant reference to other authorities shows how extensive 
the subject must be, and how much one needs a number of 
special treatises in order to know it with anything like full- 
ness. It is an excellent book, and deserves a very wide cir- 








ee 


i 


ee LE es Ee 


— 


ES 

















236 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





(Vol. XXL, No. 15. 








culation. No general history that has preceded 
it can equal it in abundance and correctness 
of information. In respect to versions ante- 
rior to Tyndale’s, it is especially rich and 
full; and its coming down to the last moment 
is another especial excellence. (16mo, cloth, 
pp. 282. New York: Cassell, Petter, & Gal- 
pin. Price, $1.50.) 

Six essays by the Rev. David Swing have 
been collected and published in a neat little 
volume entitled Motives of Life. Intellectual 
progress, home, a good name, the pursuit of 
happiness, benevolence, and religion are the 
topics discussed ; and they are treated ina 
style that is, though not very powerful, agree- 
able, and sometimes stimulating to thought. 
Now and then the author seems to show signs 
of that petulant sensitiveness, by no means 
uncommon among modern preachers of 
“liberal” opinions, which cries out before 
it is hurt, as if in anticipation of longed-for 
martyrdom for conscience’ sake. (16mo, 
cloth, pp. 162. Chicago: Jansen, McClurg, 
& Co. Price, $1.00.) 





. 

Those interested in sanitary work in cities 
and in charitable organizations will find 
much good matter in the new Manual for 
Visitors among the Poor, just published by 
J. B. Lippincott & Co. for the “ Philadelphia 
Society for Organizing Charitable Relief and 
Repressing Mendicancy.” In a convenient 
shape, and without waste of words, it offers to 
the friends of poor-relief, legal, hygienic, 
economic, and other suggestions. These are 
followed by lists of all Philadelphia organiza- 
tions for temporary or permanent relief, of 
parks and cemeteries, and of churches (by 
wards), the whole carefully indexed. Friends 
of local charities in other cities will find it a 
suggestive and helpful little volume. (16mo, 
cloth, pp. 217.) 


Not all cyclopedias maintain the excel- 
lence of the first volume; but this fault can- 
not be found with any of the dictionaries of 
the Messrs. Chambers. The second volume 
of the new reissue of Chambers’ Oyclopedia of 
English Literature (edition of 1876) has been 
published by the American Book Exchange, 
55 Beekman Street, New York. The size of 
this edition is handy, the typography is of 
sufficient clearness, the paper is of fair 
quality, and the binding is neat; notwith- 
standing that the price is set at very 
moderate figures. Eight volumes will com- 
prise the reissue; the price of the set being 
$2.25 in paper, $3.25 in cloth, or $4.75 in half 
morocco, (18mo, cloth, pp. vii, 408.) 


The Pilgrim’s Progress has been the parent 
of many books; and its concise texts are 
well worth the elaboration they have received 
at the hands of some modern writers. To 
it the Rev. W. W. Newton owes the title of 
The Wicket Gate, his new volume of twelve 
sermons to children. Mr. Newton has well 
chosen the subjects of the sermons, each one 
having some simple, direct bearing upon 
every-day life; and he has illustrated them 
in an attractive manner, making frequent 
use of stories which will be likely to cling to 
the child’s memory, carrying their moral 
force with them. The sermons are well fitted 
for reading aloud to children, one at a time. 
(16mo, cloth, illustrated, pp. 346. New 
York: Robert Carter & Brothers. 
$1.25.) 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


The Parousia; a critical study of the Scripture doc- 
crinen ot Christ’s second coming, his reign as king, 
the resurreciion of the dead, and the general judg- 
ment. By Israel P. Warren, D.D. 12mo, cloth, pp. 
311. Portiand, Me.: Hoyt, Fogg, & Donham. 


Decisive pyente in History. By Thomas Archer. 


Illustrated. 4to, cloth, pp. xii, 178. New York: 
Cassell, Beiter, & Galpin. 


Picture Teaching for Young and Old. By Janet 
cores. Illustrated. 4to, cloth, pp. v, 184. The same. 
Price, $1.50. 


Price, 





The Missing Link; or, Bible-women in the homes of 
the London Poor. By L. N. R. (New edition. ) ae 
cloth, irs New York: Robert Carter & Broth 
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made with special reference to the history o 
the Israelites. By 8. C. Bartlett, D. D. * rihustrated 


d with maps. 8vo, cloth, pp. 555. New York: 
Harper & rothers. 


Moses the prin By William M. Taylor, D. D. 
12mo, cloth, pp. 482. Thesame. Price, $1.50. 


Ow by. Mary sketches of rural character and scenery. 

Russell Mitford. New edition, selected. 

(ar ers Half Hour —? 32mo, paper, pp. 160. 
he ane. Price, 25 cents. 


Ballads of Battle and Bravery. Selected by W. Gor- 
don McCabe. (Harper's Ha f- 4 — ) 32mo, 
paper, pp. 153. Thesame. Price, 25 cents. 


Six Mooths on a Slaver; a true narrative. By Edward 
Manning. (Harper's Half Hour Series.) 32mo, 
paper, pp. 128. Thesame. Price, 20 cents. 


Healthy Houses. By Fleeming Jenkin, F.R.S. Adapted 
to American conditions by George E. Waring, Jr. 
Yxanper’ s Half Hour Series.) 0, paper, pp. 122. 

esame. Price, 25 cents. 

The Grahams of Invermoy. By M. C. Stirling. 
(Franklin Square Library.) 4to, sewed, pp. 59. The 
same. Price, 15 cents. 


Coward Conscience. A novel. By Frederick W. 
Robinson. (Fraoklin Square Library.) 4to, sewed, 
pp. 70. The same. Price, 15 cents. 


The Cloven Foot. A novel. By M. E. Braddon. 
(Franklin Square ~~ amded 4to, sewed, pp. 76. The 
same. Price, 15 cents. 


Quaker Cousins. By A Macdonell. 
Square Library b 


gnes Franklin 
-) 4to, sewed, pp. 4 


he same. 
Price, 15 comm 


The Sheriocks. Anovel. By John Saunders. (Frank- 
lin square ail 4to, sewed, pp. 85. The same. 
Price, 15 ce 

im 1 ine to Syria and Greece. By 

‘iH. 12mo, cloth, pp. Wh New York: 
y eR Tract Society. Price, $1.50. 


Chambers’s Cyc equate of English Literature. (Re- 
issue, in eight volumes, of the third revised edition.) 
Vol. Ill. 18mo, cloth, pp. vii, 48. New York: 
American Book k Exchange. Price, 00 centa. 


The Natural Resources of the United States. By 
J. Harris Patton. 18mo. cloth, pp. 115. New York: 
D. Appleton & Co. Price, 45 cen’ 


Baths and Bathi (Health Primers.) The same. 
18mo, cloth, pp. The same. Price, 40 cents. 


NEW MUSIC. 


Bo 5 ot ee Years Ago. (For pepenme or tenor.) 
Welch; music b Kulling. 
Philadelphia: ¥ A. North & Co. Ay t- ts. 


The Old House at Home, Song and chorus. Music 
by Louis Meyer. Thesame. Price, 35 cents. 


The First Violet. (For _ By F. Baumfelder. 
The same. Price, 20 cents. 


The Open Diapason March. (For ng pe 8 or piano.) 
By Louis Meyer. The same. Price, 35 cen’ 


Selections from The Creation. (For the cabinet organ.) 
Arranged by Louis Meyer. Thesame. Price, 30 cents. 


One Handred Choice Selections . ae 
Number 16. i6mo, paper pp. 
P. Garrett & Co. Price, 30 ‘cents. 


Philadelphia: 
hiladelphia: 





~ BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


Free.—The Labor of Love and Food 
for the Lambs to any Sunday-school | an 
superintendent THREE MONTHS. Send 
your name to the publisher, Edwin A. 
Wilson, Springfield, Illinois. 


Sore Throat, Cough, Cold, and similar 
troubles, if suffered to progress, result in 
serious pulmonary affections, oftentimes 
incurable. ‘ Brown’s Bronchial Troches” 
reach directly the seat of the disease, and 
give almost instant relief. 25c. a box. 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 
KANTNER’S Book of Ob: 
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An Order of Service. 


There is a great demand for the Order ot 
Service contained in the Scholars’ Quarterly 
for this quarter. Consequently it has been 
printed on separate sheets, and can be mailed 
to any address. It can be used by any school, 
even where the Scholars’ Quarterly is not used. 
On the back of each sheet is printed the Re- 
sponsive Review Exercise, a part of which can 
be used on each Sunday, and the whole making 
a most appropriate reading for the review Sun- 
day at the end of the quarter. Price, 75 cents 
per hundred cupies. Printed on cardboard, 
$2.00 per hundred copies. Sent by mail with- 
out cost of postage to the purchaser, Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


EVELL’S classified re catalogue of 8. 8, 
Rae any edaren. F pean Fe HL teen Ottionas: 





$8.50 


For Bagster’s best octavo, 
Index and Cruden, full flex- 
ible, kid-lined BIBLE. 

Having a small stock of these books on hand, 
of Bagster’s best binding, as well as our own, 
and believing our “ Teacher’s Bible” to be 
better in every respect, we decide to close them 
out at the price named. 


SENT BY MAIL, REGISTERED, $8.75. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 


150 NASSAU ST., New York, or, 
PHILADELPHIA, 1512 Chestnut St. 


BOSTON, 23 Franklin St. 
ROCHESTER, 75 State St. 
‘CHICAGO, 52 Madison St. 


Beatty’s Celebrated Pianos & Organs, Washington.N.J. 
Charles Scribner’s Sons, 743 Broadway, N. Y. 














li Cent Zephyr. Finn, Seventh and Arch, Phila. 
Read the NEW YORK SUN. 
Use “ Maize Flour Toilet Soap.” ieee ¥ 
Rob’t Oarter & Bros., Publishers, 530 Broadway, N. Y 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON, Springfield, Mass. 
SUBSCRIBE FOR LITTELL’S LIVING AGE. 
Collins’ Paragraph Testament. 414 Broadway, N. Y 
J. L. Patten & Co., a Y. 
SEND FOR CATALOGUES 
Cassell, 


























Petter & Galpin, New York 
USTER’S ‘ BON MARCHE” for 
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(j4BRIGUES BROS..ERie, Pa., &. 8. Supplies, 








JERUSALEM. Sireoenpie Vee forks Teacher. 
Catalogue, 3 4.6 an’ Lennep, Montclair, N. J. 
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STOP THIEF. 200 sucesso 
or Dower Lock, mounted on — Wee & 
Agents od. A. HO 


Terms Free. 
& CO., Mt. Pleasant, Pa. 
MAGIC LANTERNS, very powerful for public 
gzhibitions. s. compiete with 50 views, life-like 
figures, transformation wheels, etc., $12. Cir- 
Galan free. BR. F. Young, 42 Broadway, N.Y. 


LEASANT ROOMS to let for boussreemas in pri- 
P vate family. RY low. dress ‘ 
12 Lombard Street, Philadelphia. 











PML: ~aaw AND BEAUTIFUL. 
AERA? cents BL aEnay amp par | 
Motto Carde~ Cards 
“oriptare Cards. 


TEACHERS’ oe list EDUCATI 
SENT FREE ant address. J. H. B 
SONS, Publishers of Novelties in Fine Arts, 141 
Franklin Street, Boston, Mass. 

OR TEN DOLLARS CASH we will insert a 
advertisement one weak; in a@ list of fe ea 
pp gam or four lines in a different list of 337 papers, 
or ten lines two weeks in a choice Facey — phy — he. 
arate and distinct lists containing from 70 
each, or four lines one week in all four 7 he wnall 
lists. or one line - Ma, ip all six lists combined 
being more than 1 We also have a 6 of 

pers by states “taken through out the United 

Send ten cents tor our & Co. Newspaper aeeaaee. 
Address, Goceee P. RowELL Ad- 
vertising Bureau, 10 Spruce St., to we 


ARMERS, do you know that the mammoth Pearl 
tato (early) and the Victor (late) will produce 
double or triple any ordinary varieties. They grow to 
a large size, are never hollow, never rot, and are beau- 
tifal n appearance (flesh wae), = very superior 
for table use. $50 will AF. AY person having 
two other varie possess: as many Pood ualities 
as these. Price of each, post-pald, , eyes, 50c.; 150 eyes, 
1.00. Price of Victors larger quantities, 1 bu., $3; 
bbl. $6; 3 bbls. $15. Address, J. A. Everitt, Box "29, 
Watsontown, Pat 


“CUSHING’S MANUAL 
OF PARLIAMENTARY PRACTICE. 


Rules of debate in deliberative assemblies is the 
standard authority in all the United States. It has 
also been reprinted in Germany and France, “pero 
a is io largely used, A new edition, revised by H 


L, Cushing and printed from new electrotype 
saan Price, 75 cents. 


Pink. sale by all Booksellers. Sent by mail on receipt 
oO 
MaHLOMCPSON, BROWN, & CO., Boston, Publishers. 


HE YOUNG HOUSEKEEPERS’ FRIEND. 
BY MRS. CORNELIUS 


The acknowledged authority and ee for matters 
relating to the duties of the housekeeper in the parlor, 
the nursery, the sick-room, and Ls kitchen ; its re- 
ceipts are economical, have been full y tested, and are 
always reliable. Every housekeeper should own a 
copy of this work. Price, $1.50; interleaved, $2.25. 
Sent by mail on receipt of price. 


THOMPSON, BROWN & CO., Publishers, 
23 HAWLEY STREET, Boston. 


Christian Workers. 


I OFFER Two DOLLARS’ WORTH OF VALU- 
ABLE MATERIAL FOR ONE DOLLAR. The 
list is as follows: 


Three Hundred Rel “ry Anecdotes and Illustra- 














orkers, 
Twelve Bible Verse Indicators, Ten Ini ar- 
paves by Rev. Fecrae F. Pen 2 G 
avila oody’s 

Revised and How to Stu the Bible. 


EBEN. SHUTE, 
52 Bromfield Street, Boston. 





ENGLISH MEN OF LETTERS: 


EDITED BY JOHN MORLEY. 


“These short Books are addressed to the general 
public, with a view both to stirring and satisfying an 
interest in literature and its great topics in the minds 
of those who have to run as they read, An immense 
class is growing up, and must every year increase, 
whose education will have made them alive to the 
importance of the masters of our literature, and capa- 
ble of intelligent curiosity as to their performances. 
The series is intended to give the means of nourish- 
ing this curiosity to an extent that shall be copious 
enough to be profitable for knowledge and life, and 
yet be brief enough to serve those whose leisure is 
scanty.” 

NOW READY: 


SAMUEL JOHNSON. By Leslie Stephen. 
EDWARD GIBBON. By J. C. Morison. 
SIR WALTER SCOTT. By R. H. Hutton. 
SHELLEY. By John A. Symonds. 
HUME. By Professor Huxley. 
GOLDSMITH. By William Black. 
DANIEL DEFOE. By William Minto. 


12mo, Cloth, 75 cents a Volume. 
Other volumes in preparation. 





Published by HARPER & BROTHERS, New York. 


R@ Sent by mail, postage prepaid, to any part of the 
ecanccndenana ssid taeda tA 


The Object Teaching Bible, 


“ The best teaching Bible in all the world of Bibles.” 
—REV. J. H. VINCENT, D D. 
** It presents in one volume a library on the Bible 
such as bas never befure been offered to the church 
and tbe worid.”—Pror. W. P. Copprne10n, D.D., 


r ¥ 

‘Tt will do much to give God’s Book the place it 
was meantto have, as the One Book in the mally 
most attractive, most searched, most enjoved.”—REV 
EpWaRp P. Goopwin, D.D. Pastor First Cong. 
Chicago, qu, 

*It must be a source of exhaustless attraction, and 
a@ very vaiuable help in coming to a knowledge and 
Jove of the one great Book.’—Rry. Epwakrp P. 
sats 3 — oo 





, 


ry. 
It gives me leacure to concur in the above 
— of r, Hooker.’’—Rrv. CaLviIn B. 


HULB .D.. Y president Middebury Ovliege. 
“Itis >a only Tilustrated Bib'e I have been willi 
tousein my family. I thiok it admirably adapt 

for object or Ulvstrative teaching, and calcu ated to 

impress important lessons.’”’—PRor. DANIEL PUTNAM, 

State Normal School, Ypsilanti, Mich, 
oe 

Le cen rere Be te 25 years of to learn how 

ra * Bible,” and, xe mon — 

hire vand ‘each othe:s. I will pay men who show 

Soanpetent to hire and train others from 

gd to F000. ayear. Give age, experience, and send 


W. J. HOLLAND, Springfield, Mass, 


THE) BEST BOOKS AT REDUCED PRICES. 


’ . . 
Crowell’s Cheap S. S. Libraries. 
In Attractive Bindings, and in aces A nani and 
moral teaching of unquestionable superi 
No. 1, 30 vols., 18mo, Reduced from aren to $3.75 
‘ . Reduced from 19.80 to 10.00 
No. 3, 15 vols.. 16mo, 


Reduced from 19.35 to 10.00 
No. 4, For Primary Classes, 

vols., 18mo, Reduced from 10.80 to 6,25 
No. 5, 15 pe wg 16mo, Reduced from 11.75 to 7.580 


111 vols., Reduced from 78.15 to 42 50 
The above net prices to Sunde -schools show an 
om furmer retatl 


Pp un 
whole list, we ask their examination by those who 
desire the best books at reduced prices. 


THOMAS Y.CROWELL, 
744 Brondway, New York. 


PHILADELPHIA RECORD, 


THE CHEAPEST AND LARGEST 


DAILY INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER 


IN THE UNITED STATES. 


IT PUBLISHES A 
Full Report of Associated Press News 


IT PUBLISHES 


Complete and Accurate Market Reports. 


ITS GENERAL NEWS AND ENTERPRIS- 
ING SPECIALTIES MAKEIT A 
VALUABLE PAPER FOR 
ANY LOCALITY. 


PRICE, $3 A YEAR, FREE OF POSTAGE. 
Sent on trial One Month for 25 cents. 


PRESENT CIRCULATION, OVER 
49,000 COPIES DAILY. 
&@ Specimen copies sent free to any address. 
THE RECORD, Philadelphia. 








RYANT’S LATEST ) ing = Work. 
B Address, & Mulbert, N, Y, 
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The New Book by Mrs. Charles, 


JOAN THE MAID, 


Deliverer of France and England. 
A story of the 15th century, done into 
modern English by the author of the 
Schonberg-Ootta Family. 

Large 12mo, $1.50. 


DODD, MEAD, ¢ COMPANY, 


PUBL ISHERS, Be Es 


NEW 


§,8, LIBRARY BOOKS. 


The Wicket Gate. Newton---.----- 1 25 
Take Care of No. 1. 
The House in the Glen 1 25 





an] 
=) 
ca 
@ 
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' 
' 
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' 
' 
' 
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b 
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Life of Dr. Kitto. By Dr. Eadie _-. 1 25 

Milly’s Whims. Mathews ----.--- 1 25 

Haps and Mishaps. Mathews, 6 v.. 7 50 

Kingdom of Judah. Warner_-_---_-- 1 50 

Broken Walls. Warner___-___--___- 1 25 

_The Springdale Series. 6 vols.... 2 00 
“Rose Dunbar’s Mistake__________ 1 50 
Bel-Marjory. Meade__-._---_...... 1 50 

Marjory’s Son. Holt__.... _-....._- 1 50 

Water Gipsies. Meade_-_-_______- 1 00 

King in His Beauty. Newton_-_-____ 1 25 

The Old Looking Glass.......... 1 00 

Pine Needles. A Tale. Warner__.. 1 50 

Little and Wise. W. W. Newton... 1 25 

Indian Stories. By A. L. O. E.... 0 75 

Cheap Library. _, eer 20 00 

é 6é ee, i ee iad! 20 00 





Ja Send for our New Catalogue of Books 
for the Young. 


S. Libraries on favorable terms, and with 
great care'in the election from eur own Uist and 
of other Publishing Houses and 


ROBERT CARTER & BROTHERS, 


530 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


AGENTS WANTED ofthe Chueh and of 


the Republ ular work by Rev. J. S. Van 
Dyke. One of the dens selling books of the ae Style 
attractive, illustrations good, press a — 

Sales ss Commis<ion very 
NRY CARTER, Gen. a. Agt., Geanberry, N. J. 


dav Choice 





Sunday School 


LIBRARIES. § VOLUMES. 








For April, Ma y, and June. 


The Scholars’ Quarterly for the second quarter of 1879 is ready for delivery. With the 
increased circulation of this periodical, the publisher has been enabled to make improve- 
ments in it, which otherwise could not have been afforded. The additional pages of familiar 
and appropriate music, together with the colored maps and other new features, have made it 
more helpful and popular than ever. Every one pronounces the book wonderfully cheap for 
what it furnishes, Will you not try it in your school? You can subscribe for only three months 
at a time, if you prefer it. Many superintendents who could not raise $25 at once for a hundred 
copies one year, have found that they can easily raise $6.25 every three months, You will find 
your teachers and scholars willing to pay for a really good thing,—if they are once permitted to 
try it. Send seven cents for a specimen copy. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


THE SELECT SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARIES, 


Nos. 1 to 8 inclusive, contain 


274 Books, 


Which have been selected and approved by a Committee of the highest character and ability. The REDUCED 
PRICES are: 


No. 











1, 25 Volumes, 12mo, ° é ° e $18.40 
No. 2, 50 66 16mo, ° e e ° 30.40 
No. 3,50 66 16mo, . . . . 28.00 
No. 4, 25 66 18mo, ° e ° e 8.00 
No. 5, 24 66 16mo, e e e ° 9.60 
No. 6, 30 66 18mo, e e e ° 4.50 
No, 7, 50 sé 16mo, ° e ° ° 20.00 
No. 8, 20 66 16mo, ° ° . ° 5.00 


The above net prices to Sunday-schools average less than half the usual prices of the same books when sold 
separately. Library No.7 has been enlarged and bound in new style, making it the most desirable $20 Library 
in the market. FIFTY CATALOGUES ACCOMPANY EACH LIBRARY. A List of Bovks in the above 
Libraries sent on application to 


D. LOTHROP & CO., Publishers, Boston. 








IF YOU WISH TO ENLIVEN YOUR SUNDAY-SCHOOL MUSIC 
SEND FOR 


SONGS OF GRATITUDE. 


It is the most handsome in appearance, most stirring and vigorous in its music, and most 
beautiful in sentiment and variety of subjects. It challenges comparison with any books. It 
may be had either in the regular round notation, or figure-faced notes. Sample copy mailed for 
30 cents. Specimen pages free. Address 


FILLMORE BROS., PUBLISHERS, CINCINNATI, °°. 


1879, SUNDAY-SCHOOL MUSIC BOOKS, 1679, 


GOSPEL ECHOES. {By R.G. STAPLES. A new andchoice collection of sparkling, bright, cheer- 


ful hymns and songs for the or Prayer and Praise Meetings. 
Gives perfect satisfaction wherever used. Price, 30 cts.; $3 per doz. ; 


PEARLY GAT ES {By J. H-ROSECRANS. A very choice collection ofS. 8, Music, mostly new, and 


* (adapted to the needs of the Sunday-schools, Prayer Meeting and Home Circle. 
Every Sunday-school can afford it. Price, 25 cts ; $2.50 per doz. ; per 100. 


MORNING S T AR {By KNOWLES SHAW. The last and best work by the late Knowles Shaw, 
* | the successtul — author of Sparkling Jewels, Shining Pearls, Goiden 
Gate, etc. Price, 35 cts.; $3.60 per doz. ; $30 per 100. 


You will make no mistake in om either of ig 5 weote. B® A copy of either sent by mail on receipt of 
price, h for 75 cents. cimen es Sree. 
——— pect RERAT, BOOK CONCERN, Cincinnati, Ohio, or Oskaloosa, Iowa. 





Terms EBEN. SHUTE, 
52 Bromriz.p 8r., 

_ Favorable. BOSTON 
The pleasantest and most complete arr t 
for visiting Europe now offered, especially for ladies. 

Number limited. LAFAYETTE E C. LOOMIS 


23 Union Square, N. 7. 


(100k's EUROPEAN TOURS. 


Messrs. Thos. Cook & Son, the at renowned 
Tourist and Excursion managers, organizi 
Special Parties to leave America during ! MAY SUNE, 
and JULY. 

THE ANNUAL VACATION PARTY 


will leave New York the last week in June, and is 
arranged specially for teachers, students,etc., at greatl 
reduced prices. For full particulars address THOM MAS 
COOK & SON, 2%1 Broadway, New York. 


N. B.—Messrs. Thos. Cook & Son’s Tickets are avail- 
able over all chief lines ot steamers and railways in 
all parts of the globe, and enable one or more passen- 
gers to travel b to ray at any date, and do not 
= the holders travel in parties unless they 











~ THE PENNSYLVANIA ~ 


Fire Insurance Co., 
OF rere oi ay 
GMOORPORATED & 


CaPITAL, pa $1,835, 04 
f5 HN DEVEREUX, PRESIDENT. = 


. CROWELL, Secretary. 
\ youN™ L. THOMSON, Ass’t Secretary. 


PRESTON, KEAN & CO., 


BANKERS, CHICAGO. 


Buy, sell, and exchange all issues of U. 8. 
Bonds. 

Full rates for Called Bonds, 

Four per cent’s constantly on hand. 

Deal in County, City, School, and State Bonds. 

Foreign Exchange. Letters of Credit. 


T™: Review Chart and Responsive Review Exercises 
found in The Scholars’ Quarterly are also pub- 
newtage weld leaflet form at 75 cents per undred copies, 
In order ordering « goods, or in “making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publisher, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times, 

















Our Little Messenger 
6 
A FOUR PAGE WEEKLY. 

A PICTURE, STORY, AND LESSON PAPER FOR THE “WEE ONES.” 

One page contains the leading thought of the In- 
ternational Lesson, From six to ten Questions and 
Answers, The Golden Text, and A Lesson Verse, 
forming an easy Bible Lesson. The other three 
pages contain Pictures, and Interesting Stories. 

“THE YOUNGEST CHILDREN ARE DELIGHTED WITH IT.” 


Twenty-Five Cents a Year. 
Ten copies and over, each Fifteen Cents a Year. 


Eugene R. Smith, Publisher, Bible House, New York. 


LESSON HELPER. 


A QUARTERLY OF FORTY-EIGHT PAGES. 


The “Lesson Helper” contains the Scripture Text of the 
International Lesson, Bible Greeting, Summary, Central 
Truth, Explanatory Notes, Bible Commentary, Eclectic 
Commentary giving the opinions of the best Commenta- 
tors on the Lesson, Incidents that Illustrate the Lesson, 
Review for each Sunday, Hymns, Maps, etc. 


TERMS.—THIRTEEN CENTS A QUARTER, FIFTY CENTS A YEAR. 
HALF THIS PRICE WHEN TEN OR MORE COPIES 
ARE SENT TO ONE ADDRESS, 


EUGENE R. SMITH, PUBLISHER, Bible House, New York. 











GOODS ORDERED 1 BY aa PROMPTLY SENT. 


BEE HIVE. 


No, 17 North Eighth Street, Philadelphia. 

Black and Colored Silk Fringes, 25c. to $5 
per yard. Bead Fringes, 35c. yd. up. Bead 
Gimp, 10c. yd. up. Moss Trimming, 30c. yd. and 


upwards. Buttons, White, and Colored Pearl, 
Jet, Ivory, Horn, Gilt, Silver, Steel, Crochet, 
Inlaid, Silk, and Agate, all sizes, colors, and 
shades. A Fine Pearl Shirt Button for 6c. 
dozen, Spool Cotton, 6c. dozen. Best Skirt 
Braid, 5c., Hair Pins,{1e. paper, Needles, 3c 
paper, Hair Brushes, 10c. up, Dressing Combs, 
8c. and upwards. French Lace, 10c. yd., Tor- 
chon, 34¢e.yd., Val, Lace, 13c. doz. yds. Trimmed 
Swiss Ties, 3 for 25c., Children’s Lace Caps, 
from 50c. up, Veiling, 25c.’yd., Shetland Shawls, 
75¢e., Best Germantown Wool, 10c. oz., Best 
Zephyr, 11c. oz., Embroidery Silk, 2c. skein. 
The Best 50c. Corset in the Market. In our 
Zephyr Department will be found a great variety 
in Crewel Work, such as Mantel Drapery, 
Lambrequin Brackets, Table Covers, Lamp 
Shades, Tidies in Zephyr, Momie Cloth, also 
Afghans, Chenille, and Bullion Cord and 
Tassels, Knitting and Embroidery Silks, Ap- 
plique Patterns, Angora Silk and Wool, all 
kinds of Zephyr Goods for Children, WHOLE- 
SALE AND RETAIL. 


wHy 


WEAR A BAD FITTING SHIRT 2 


Sa Send for directions for self-measurement and 
price for pattern cut to order. Fit guaranteed. 
8S. P. ROBIE, Lewiston, Maine. 


SONGS OF THE GOLDEN SHORE 


We will send specimen pages of this 
Orer Sunday-School Song-Book free, 
by mail, to any address on applica- 
tion, or a complete copy for examina- 
tion, on receipt of 25 cents in money 

or postage stamps. 


Address, LEE & SHEPARD, 
PUBLISHERS, BOSTON. 


9000 SUNDAY: SHO, 


Owing to Removal and ICinOhi Pub! 

ing, we will sell our entire stock of ene sea 
School Music Books at the following prices :— 
SONGS OF GRACE AND GLORY, Boards $15 
per 100. ECHOES FROM ZION, Beards $10. 
SABBATH-SCHOOL BELI.DIADEM,HEAV- 
ENLY ECHOES, CHRIST! N MELODIST and 
CHORAL HH ARP, Paper, 4., Boards, 86.RE=- 
VIVAL HYMN AND TU & BOOK, Paper 82., 
Boards, 84. DAY SCHi OL. BELL, Paper &86., 
Boards $10. Postaz Wlaper, 2c., Boards 4c. 

Sheet Music at Ict. per page. CANS for 
SUNDAY SCHOOLS 535 and $40, 5 Stops $45, 
7 do 850, 9 do $55 & S60, 11 de $65, 12 do 
870,13 do $80,Cash. Not used a year, as good as new, 

PIANOS at prices equally low. Warranted 6 
years. Send for CATALOGUES. HORACE 
WATERS & SONS, 40 East 14th St., N. Y- 


TJ ANTED—Agents everywhere to sell 
Shorey’s patent shoe buttons and panta- 
loons buttons with screw fastenings; sample 
box (either kind) sent oe, mail for 25 cents, 

—no free samples. . W. SHORE 
88 } Purchase p lt, Boston, Mass. 









THE HOLDER CONTAINS THE INK: 5 


HAWKES of ty ald! habe llega hs 5 95) TIME. HOLDER FITd 
ANY PEN. We to #6 Stame. Ciroulare. H. WKA&S, 6 NASBAU 8T.,, N.Y. 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES, Published weekly 
at $2.15 a year, which includes postage. Club rates: 


voy, } a4 M4 poy... ooo ae each. 


20 copies’ pA upwards Les ~ 

The yellow label on each ary showe - to what date 
a subscriber has paid, lisher does not by that 
date receive a request im thé out subscriber that the paper 
be discontinued, te will continue to send i. The paper 
will, however, be stopped at any time there -¥' yf the 
subscriber so desires, and remits the amount ‘or the 
time that he has received it. 


The special rate to Pastors and Superintendents has 
been discontinued, The price to all single subscribers 
is now $2.15, the lowest price at which it can be afforded. 

Subse ‘riptions will be received for any portion of a 
year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time to aclub, at the 
same rate at which the club, as first formed, would be 
authorized to subscribe anew. Such additional sub- 
scriptions to expire at the same time with the club as 
originally ordered, The new subscribers to pay pro 
rata for the time cf their subscriptions. 





Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include 
both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew either asingle or club 
subscription, in connection with which his name has 
not before been known to the publishers, will please 
give the name of the person to whom the paper or 
papers have heretofore on sent, 

Subscribers wishing to introduce The Times to their 
friends, can have specimen copies, sent free from this 

flice to any address. 


SUPERINTENDENTS PAPER. 5 cents per year. 
This paper is Soman M superintendents with 
helps, in the line o Pihett i spaclal wor work, +4 teach- 
ers - “and wilt ave not acouns. . Lf . 
mont — w sent, on receipt 0 Pr ce. y 
to co e Times who are r Super- 
intendents (inc ading in the latter class oaucant super- 
intendents, and heads of d ments meeting in 
separate rooms), and who, when ordering it, state that 
they are such. 

In sending your renewal to The Superintendents’ 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 
paid for The Sunday School Times, as given on the 
yellow address label on The Times, 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LE. LEAF. A separate leaf for 

every Sunday in the year. 

100 copies, GMO MOORE. ccc cccccccnvcccccccccesescccce $ .60 

100 =—* Ce SIN vain watedndhenateoonsscgcetoeenhe 20 

Less than 100 copies at same rate. Orders not taken 
for less than one month. 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. Contains the Les- 
sons for three months, with Map, Bible Dictionary, 
etc., etc. 

100 copies one year (four quarters)..........-..... 
Single copy, one year (four quarters) .. 
100 copies, three months (one quarter). 
Under 10 copies, three months, each 











GREAT BRI BRITAIN, 


Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive any 
of these publications, can make payment for the same 
by a money order, payabl e at Philadelphia, to John D. 
Wattles, as follows: 

The Sunday School Times, one year, - - 9shillings, 
The Superintendents’ Paper, one aes - : ao 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one yea 

Y ae ese rates include postage, which is me * ot this 

office. 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertisements 
should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
610 Chestnut Bt, Philadelphia. 


EDUCATIONAL. 


or PREPARATORY SCHOOL, 
NEWBURGH, NEW YORK. 


Preparation of Boys for Yale a specialty. Our 
— are taking the highest rank at Yale and 
lliams. By entering their sons at ten; or not 4 

h i twelve years of ege, parents will gain largel 
time, expense, and thoroughness of preparat i 
“ Hints to Parents” sent on application. Correspond- 

ence solicited. Address 

HENRY W. SIGLAR, A.M. 


Agency for Schools & Teachers, 
2% UNION eon pers N.Y. 
guppies GOOD teachers wi peatons, wad "Pana wit 


form Supplies Rehool an 
Competent Instructors WITHOUT 
T. COTESWORTH eee 
30 Union Square, N. nM 


‘AMERICAN & FOREIGN 


Teachers’ Agency. 


23 Union Square, New York. 
lies Schools, and Coll: with co: 
tent Instructors. crm ss Miss M.J. Youne. 
UM SCHOOL FUR YOUNG LADIES, 
4085 Chi . 








Best otventes , Refers b: 
day Schoo 1 yiines and ‘Rev, ls Bator of ‘The Sut 
ureet, Philadelphia. For ad 


MBS. J. A. BOG DUS, Principal. 








AGRICULTURAL. 


GARDEN & HOUSE PLANTS 


For $1.00 we will send /ree by mail either of the below- 
named collections, all distinct varieties : 


8 Abutilons, or 4 Azaleas, or 6 Oleanders, or 12 Stone” 
8 Begonias, or 4 Camellias, or 12 Centaureas, {crops, 
2 Caladiums [fancy], or 8 C tarnations {monthly}, 
12 Chrysanthemums, or 12 Coleus, or 4 Marantas, 
4Palms, or 6 Hibiscus, or 12 white- eee ob clad’ 
12 Dahlias, or 8 Dianthus, or 8 Cactus, or Gladiolus, 
8 Ferns, or 8 Mosses, or 8 Fuchsias, or 8 Phioxes 
8 Geroniums Zonale, or 8 Doble, or 8 Scented, or 10Silver 
8 Geraniums Favoy, or 8 Variegated, or 6 Ivy-leaved, 
4 Gloxinias, or 5 } Susp Dragons, or 8 Tuberoses [Pe ari}, 
4 Grape Vives, or 4 Honeysuckles, or 4 Hardy Shrubs, 
8 Heliotropes, or 8 Lantanas, or 8 Petunias (dou ble}, 
12 Pansies (pew Germ an}, or 8 Saivias, or 8 [rimulas, 
12 Roses (Tea monthly], or 12 Hardy Hyb., or 12 Climb’g, 
-2 Basket Plants, or 8 Daisies, or 6 har, C limbing Plants, 
12S8carcer Beddi ne, or 12 Scarcer Greenhouse Plants, 
18 Verbenas, or 12 Blotched Petunias, or 6 Cannas, 
25 varieties of Flower, or 20 varieties of Vegetable Seeds, 
or by EXPRESS, buyer to pay charges 
Any 3 coliections for $2; 5 for $3; 9 for $5; 12 for 96; 
14 for $7; 18 for $10; or the full collection of 500 varieties 
ofPiants and Seeds —sufficient to stock a greenhouse and 
arden—for $25, to which our book “ Gardening for 
leasure " and Catalogue [value $1.75] will be added. 


PETER HENDERSON & CO. 


35 Cortlandt Street, New York. 


Bliff Select Garden Seeds 













GARDEN , FIELD 
| - HAND... SEED 
ra BOOK. 


1 FARM « GARDEN “AS 
: a Epetifved 1845: 


136p illuftrated, indi 
to-all leteryeed in Fo fey. maile 
applicanly enclosing 10 Cents .Add: 


B.K.BLISS & SONS. 
34 BARCLAY ST-NY.CITY. 























“By Mail—Our Selection. 


> 
Reece. 12 Varieties -00 
erbenas, 24 Varieties, ‘ 
Beaker Plants. 20 Varieties, 
Carnations, 12 Varieties, 
Geraniums, 12 Varieties, 


00 
00 
00 
00 
Tube Roses, flowering bulbs, 00 
Jladiolas flowering bulbs, or .00 
feach of the above ng for . ‘ -00 
porns. anaes .O 
Bego 00 
ey ‘Varicties of Hardy and Tender 
Annual Flower Seeds, 50 
25 Choice V. artotiss e Biennial and ‘Per- 
A tm Made a i é 1,00 
5 Any 6 of the above ect ons ‘or . 5.00 
‘g The best collection o fae oe fh the We ~ 
Send for atqpouees, Free Green I 
FSafe arrival Guarantee and satiation 
ot all cases. 8B. ritohe 
ine 


S¢ 197 Won tins ste 
Quality Unsurpassed 





ums at Cineinnati Exp 


AT YOUR DOOR 





THE DINGEE & GUNARD CU’S 


BEAUTIFUL E 


ROSES 


THE BEST IN THE WORLD. 
Our Great § jalty is growing and distributing 
these Beautiful. 1 Roses. We deliver Strong Pot 
Plants,suitable for immediate bloom, safely by mail, 
at all post-offices, 5 Splendid Varieties, your 
estes, all labeled, for $13 12 for Bw | 19 for $33 

26 for $43 35 for $5 5 75 for $10 wens for Ss. 
4ag3Send for our New Guide to 
—60 pages, Cegeney illustrated — and ieee won 
over Five Hundred Finest Sorts. Address 

THE DINGEE & CONARD CO., 
Rose Growers, West ja. Chester pee 


“JEL LOWERS Ee 


All strong Plants, each WE ER ee 
orem | assortment. 

ars. Guarantee Bi, gy AY phn no 
83 rable varieties, n-Blook, seat plants sent. O 
new Illustrated Hand t free, con 
name and description of each Lae lant, with a Fee 
for successful cultivation. Do not chase Plants else- 
where before sending for our new ng 
Alllovers of flowers should have our 
Every buyer of cheap plants shoul Every one’ 
wanting new and orks, BE should send for our Hand- 
Book, HOO ROTHER & THOM 


















, DAMS ACADEMY, Botege™ MASS., 
. boys RM ~~ best Tuition, 100 a 
ain Ayes y inf a eos ag 
Xp, For ona re eh uvEnerr Pep.” 
(‘Beet advaningea W Masia Y AN FRMALE OOLLNGE 


: v DAVID i MOORE, D.D., President. 


JATIONAL SCHOOL OF KLOCUTION oa 
Oratory, Philad’a. J. W. Shoemaker, A.M., Pres, 





(25055 Mesical Instraction qty 
ew land onse: usic 
Hall, Boston. . Tourjén, Direotor. 


CHURCH FURNITURE, 
Jd. & R. LAMB, Church Furniture, 
‘ ~ COMMUNION TABLES, PULPITS, ETC 
Silk and Gold $.$. Banners, $5.00 each. 


Send fc for Circular, 59 Carmine § Stt N.\ y 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY 
Belis of Pure Copper and Tin for Churches, 
Schools, Fire Alarms, Farms, ete. FULLY 
WARR <NTED, Catalogne sent Free, 

VANDUZEN 4& TIFT, Cincinnati, 0. 


~ MENEELY & KIMBERLY, 











$5) Pos 14tfo. 

Be cet 

Teen- 

io 2 tante af 
mail. Ca‘ ‘alo 


free. J.T. Phillips & Son.West Grove, Chester Co. ™4 


{Q ROSES MAILED FREE For si¥ 


as d assortment of Plants sent safely 
e 





yk - —_ any distance. Satis- 
nd 3 cent stamp 
for eatslogue. Address, . 
R. C. HANFORD & SON, 
Columbus » Nursery, Columbus, Ohio. 








: MAGIC LANTERNS. 





And 8STEREOPTIOCONS, ai ouxkisiri VIEWS aeetins 


every subject, for PUBLI' ONS, 0. 

able ss fora veces woush small cavital. 

LANTERNS for CHURCH and SUNDAY SCHOOL 1 tertatn- 

—_ and Home Ey 0 pects ™ pase catal 
McALLISTER, M’/'9 Optician 49 Nassau &t., NY Yr. 


MAGIC LANTERNS |. 


AND STEREOPTICONS. 
mm Public, Gunteretheel, s and Home ene 


fliustrating all 
C. ¢, TWILL AN, 728 Chestnut St. Pi St, Philad'a 
Pitoss Ureetiy 











MUSICAL PUBLICATIONS. 


Latest Things in Music ! 


SHEET MUSIC. 
*¢ Where is my Boy To-night? ”’’ 


Song and Chorus, with Piano accompaniment. 
Mailed on receipt of 35 Cents, 








SACRED MUSIC. 


Hymn Service. 
115 Songs with Music, for the Sunday-school. 
Only $10 per 100 copies; 15 Cents by mail. 
Gospel Hymns No. 3. 


ith Music, r 100; 35 Cents by mail. 
Warde nly, $5 per 100; 6 Cents by mail. 


Palmer’s Book of Anthems. 
192 pages, $10 per dozen ; $1 by mail. 
Easter Annual No. 3. 
Six beautiful Carols for Easter, $4 per 100; 5 Cents 
by mail. 


IT you cannot find them at the nearest Music Store or 
Bookseller's, send to 


BIGLOW & MAIN, Publishers, 
73 Randolph Street, | 76 East Ninth Street, 
___ CHICAGO. NEW YORK. 


Newest Sabbath-School Music Book | 


30,000 SOLD. 


HEAVENLY CAROLS 


By Rev. I. Baltzell and Rev. E. S. Lorenz. 
Including an improved Elementary and Practical 
Department on the Theory of Music, by J. H. 
KURZENKNABE, 

176 Pages. Board Cover, single copies, by mail, 
5 cents. Per dozen, by mail, $4.00. Per dozen, 
y express, $3.60. 


GOLDEN SONGS, 


For the Sabbath-School. 


No Better Book in Market. 100,000 Sold. 
BY REV. |. BALTZELL. 

Including an matin and Practical Depart- 

ae 5 on the Theory of Music, by J. H. Kurzen- 

ry Pages. Board Cover. Single copies, by 











mail, 35 cents; per dozen, by express, $3.60, or 

$4.00 per dozen by mail, postage paid. 

Address, 

W. J. SHUEY, Dayton, Ohio. 

, A new collection of 

\devotional hymns, with 

appropriate and noble 

and music writers of 

the day. The collection 

will well repay exami- 

nation. Price, $30 per 

jhundred. Specimen 

copies by mail, 30 cents. 

Specimen pages gratis. 

TRIUMPH, F. A. NORTH &CO. 

|1308 Chestnut St., Phila. 

1879 IN PRESS. 1879 

ASA HULL'S 

Wreath of Prai 

reatn O raise, 

Will be issued aa in April. It will be the usual 

ayie and 1° pp. _Price, 35 cents each; $3.60 per 

dozen ; $30 per hundred. 

or ONE COPY = a3 . 8. Superintendent who 

will send us his ad name and location of his 

School, , nclosing SIX C SIX CENTS IN STAMPS for snail 

ing expenses. 
ASA HULL, 

Pages of the choicest 

Music for Sunday 

Schools, Prayer 


THE 
jmusic by the best word 
PUBLISHED BY 
Forthcoming S.S. Music Book, 
25,000 TO GIVE AWAY 
__ 348 Fourth Avenue, New York City. 
and Praise Meet- 















beng ings, and a fine 
’ 
PERINTEN- selection of 


MetreTunes 


BOOK ever published. 
Contains 176 pages of the 
choicest music,including an 
elementary department on 
“Theory of Music” by J. H! 
Kurzenknabe, besides contribu- 
tions from over 60 of the best Hymn 
and Music writersin theland. Sin- 
gle copy 35c.—¢3.60 per dozen—#30. I 
100. CRIDER & BROTH ER, 
wrasyecom Y ORK, PA. 


Scrap Pictures, 10c.; 100 
Transfer Pictures, 10c.; 12 
Floral Embossed Cards, 
16c.; 10 Perforated Mottoes, 
10c.; 4Chromo Mottoes,10c.; 
4 Fine 6X8 Chromos, 10c.; 
1 Floral Surprise, 10c. 
ALL FOR 50%! 
maid. Stamps taken. 


J. W. W. FRIZZELL, "Baltimore, Md. 


goods, or in making inquiry 

wang daghing advertised in this paper, 

the publisher, as well a8 the 

stating that sd saw the adver- 
School Times, 








vow will 


eh tye 


WORTH REPEATING. 


A THANKFUL HEART. 


Methinks of all the sins that pierce the heart of 
Christ anew, 
And once again in bitter wise bring Calvary to 


view, 

That in those hands and feet again the nail- 
prints deep i impress, 

The blackest is the loveless sin of dark unthank- 
fulness. 


A grudging soul that counts its sorrows, weigh- 
ing one by one 

The pains it bears, the tears it sheds, the work 
that it hath done; 

That thanks its God, perchance, because it has 
a patient mind, 

And for its crowning grace desires a spirit well 
resigned. 


Resigned! that Christ hath died for thee upon 
the shameful tree ; 

Resigned! that still he lives and pleads in 
heavén’s high court for thee ; 

Resigned! that he hath willed to thee his 
nature to impart, 

And that for thee undying love burns in his 
human heart! 


Or it may be thou art resigned to think that 
thou hast borne 

One little splinter from his cross or from his 
crown one thorn; 

Or that (when contumely pursued thy Master 
year by year) 

Some word of censure of thyself hath fallen on 
thy ear. 


Oh! sin against the love of Christ, of all the sins 
that are, 

Methinks that this in heaven must move the 
greatest sorrow far; 

Must make the soul of Christ to grieve, and 
angels’ eyes grow dim 

At sight of all he does for us and the naught we 
do for him. 


oO grudging hearts! for very shame be thankful, 


ye may, 
That ue allows such coward souls to suffer day 
by day ; 
That he hath left his cross on earth, nor carried 
it on high, 
That ye, in likeness of his death, may learn of 
him to die. 


“O child,” he saith, “of my deep love unto 
death’s grasp I sped, 

No place had 1, save the hard cross, whereon to 
lay my head: 

This beauteous earth I made so bright and plen- 
teous for thy sake 

Yielded me not one little spot where I some 
rest could take. 


“T made the flowers, the fragrant flowers; but 
only thorns were found 

To twine into the royal crown which round my 
brow was bound! 

I made the fruit, the pleasant fruit; but none 
was found for me 

To slake the burning thirst that rose in my 
death agony! 


**O child, whom I have loved as never mother 
loved her own; 

O child, whom I have pleaded for at heaven’s 
eternal throne, 

Think not thy soul can brook to lose one pang 
I send to thee: 

Know that thy griefs and sorrows all are meas- 
ured out by me. 


“ Each anxious thought, each sleepless night, 
each unrefreshing prayer, 

Each bitter tear thou shedd’st on earth, are in 
high heaven my care: 

Each great bereavement, shaking the founda- 
tions of thy life, 

Each unsuccess, each calumny, and all thy 
weary strife— 


“‘T know them all, I send them all for very love 
for thee; 

Take them, my child, as from my hand, and 
take them thankfully: 

Be thankful for thy joys, but most be thankful 
for thy woe; 

For he who ne’er felt grief on earth ne’er joy in 
heaven can know.” 





CHRIST’S WELCOME FROM THE 
GRAVE. 
[From asermon by the Rev. Dr. Stephen H. Tyng, Jr.] 


The self-existence of Christ is vindicated 
by his resurrection, and is the first trath 
that I find in the exclamation of Thomas, 
“My Lord and my God” (John 20: 28). 
His own assertion before his death was 
plain enough. Concerning his life, he 
said, “I have power to lay it down and to 
take it again; no man taketh it from me.” 
This must have seemed very extravagant 
as coming from the lips of a Galilean peas- 
ant; but when he, at the same time, pre- 
dicted that he should be set at naught in 
Jerusalem, and delivered into the hands of 
wicked men, and be crucified and slain, 
still more impossible would have seemed 
the plea. But was he not apprehended in 





Gethsemane? Did they not carry him as a 
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captive before the Sanhedrim ? Was he not 
speechless when Pilate demanded the cause 
of his arraignment? Fo every og of the 

t tragedy a second cause was given a 
ee far sai prominent than his own sub- 
mission to death. But his body had 
become pulseless. They were sure that he 
had died, and they were equally confident 
that it was the identical body which had 
lain in the sepulchre that ow saw before 
them. Itseems as though God had directed 
in his providence that the body of Jesus 
should lie in a new tomb in which never 
man lay, that there might be thenceforth no 
question as to the identity of his risen 
form, or of the power by which he was 
called forth. For, if there had been 
another body in the grave, there might 
have been some skeptic in the ages, who 
would have formed and headed a school to 
insist that not Jesus of Nazareth, but an 
old teacher laid to rest many years before, 
had been raised by God; or they might 
have declared that, as in the time of Elisha 
so now, this Galilean’s bones had touch 
the bones of a righteous man and had 
revived, not through his own power, but 
through some mysterious action of their 
Jehovah. But their minds were emptied 
of both these explanations, for he was laid 
in a new tomb in which never man lay. 
When he came forth from the sepulchre, 
he was recognized as the identical Christ 
in his revived life. The sincerity of 
Thomas’s skepticism is proved in that he 
was entirely freed from prejudice, and was 
ready to recognize that which could be 
demonstrated as fact. This is the only 
sort of skepticism that is worth respect in 
the world. There are men who claim to 
be skeptics as a pretext to escape and avoid 
obedience unto righteous requirements. 
But if the honest doubter be true in his 
profession, he is open to conviction, and 
when reason and argument suffice, he is 
ready to yield the point with positive glad- 
ness and graciousness. So to Thomas the 
living Lord was the self-existent God. He 
only anticipated the words of Jesus him- 
self in John’s vision on Patmos, when he 
declared, “I am he that liveth, and was 
dead ; and behold, I am alive forevermore, 
amen ; and have the keys of hell and of 
death.” So positively was this affirmation 
of the existence of Christ vindicated by the 
resurrection, that the apostle Peter, in the 
third chapter of the Book of Acts, speaks 
of the enormity of his crucifixion as being 
the destruction of the Prince of Life. Oh, 
what sweetness comes from the thought 
that he was the first-fruits of grace! Just 
as on the slo and mountain sides of 
Palestine the ripened crops were now grow- 
ing yellow beneath the sunshine, and the 
first-fruits of the harvest were to be taken 
into the temple and waved before God, 
that the whole field might be consecrated ; 
so, out of the grave did God bring a self- 
existent life as the first-fruits of that which 
shall, by and by, be the history of all 
those who sleep beneath the sod. We 
welcome Jesus from the grave as the file- 
leader in that grand army, which, at his 
voice, shall stand in bodies like unto his 
own glorified body. 

This assertion of truth includes, too, 
the faithfulness and the truth of Christ. 
His restored life is now seen by Thomas 
be the fulfillment of rany dark sayings. 
It is probable that you pos | I would have 
been in perplexity as to many of the words 
of Christ, if we had been in the company 
of the disciples. You remember his say- 
ing that it was necessary for him to go to 
Jerusalem and to suffer many things. 
More than once he compared his body to 
the corn of wheat that must fall into the 
earth and die; if it did not die it would 
dwell alone; but if it did die it would 
bring forth fruit. These were mysterious 
references to his mortality. The thin 
that he had prophesied before his cruci- 
fixion, the disciples now had r ized 
as having come to pass, and he was proved 
to be the faithful and true witness in 
events which theretofore had seemed 
impossible. Resurrection had crowned 
him as the true God. I remember read- 
ing somewhere of a skeptic who wanted 
very clearly the statement from God’s 
word that Jesus is God, and one who 
answered him said, “ Are not the words of 
ious sufficient?” ‘No; I do not find 

it plainly and distinctly stated that Jesus 
Christ is God.” “If you could have it put 
in the Bible, what form of expression would 
= choose ; what form of statement would 

, perfectly satisfactory to your convic- 
tion = He replied, “I should like to have 
it said, ‘This is the true God.” The 
answer was, “ You are most happy in your 
selection, for in the first epistle general of 
John, of Jesus Christ, 





JoHN D. WATTLES, 


the paper for three months on trial, and encloses 
to your offer to new subscribers. 


State eer ecceseoesessscens . 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL AND DAY 


At prices which offer 
ikseliers’ and Stationers’. 
the best American. 

In Introd 
our varieties. and shall produce many noveities 





Will secure THE NATIONAL 
The Quarterly contains ¢ 
there are 6 pages of Music, a 
Model Program, an Opening 
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PARLOR FURNITURE. 





408. WALTON. #08, L. SCOTT, 


WALTON & SCOTT, 


CABINET MAKERS. 
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150 No. NINTH ST. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


(Late of 262 8. Second, and former- 
6 ly of 413 Walnut Street.) 


BOOK-CASES. 




















eo 
‘SCUVOH-AaIs 


BED-ROOM SUITS. 





Great Reduction in Price. 
CAXTON PRESS. 
4 COLUMBIAN PHI m3 


, t- 
nking, from to ; will do the 
ao ota Gane Preat bresees from 


Fe apay for catal e. 
CURTIS & M 
15 Federal St., Boston 


Mass. 
‘Ratabliahed 1847. 





Barlow's Indigo Blue. 


Its merits as a WASH BLUE have been fully 

and endorsed by thousands of housekeepers, 

Your grocer ought to haveiton sale. Ask for him for it. 
D. 8. WILTBERGER, Proprietor, 

No. 233 North Second 8t., Philadelphia, 





In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publisher, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 





n, it is distinctly said 
‘This is the true God and eternal life,’ ” 





teoment in The Sunday School Times, 


How to introduce 
The Sunday School Times to Friends. 


FILL THIS OUT AND MAIL IT. 


610 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


A reader of The Sunday School Times would like to have the person named below receive 


Post Office PITTTETTOCI OT ITT eTe eee tee 


COUunty....0.scesereceserssecscccsceccccsscccsssesssrsccooce 


WEMPLE & KRONHEIM, 


ART PUBLISHERS, 


J. C. MIDDLETON, Manager. 
Salesroom, 79 White St. Factory, 536, 538, and 540 Pearl St., New York. 


We are able to offer to the Trade FLORAL ILLUMINATED and PICTORIAL CARDS in varieties, 
adapted for EASTER, BIRTHDAY, ADVERTISING CARDS, and many other purposes. @ make a 
specialty of the most attractive 


inducements to Superintendents and Teachers, and they are recommended toapply 
for our Foe at their » 

In ISH and QUALITY our goods are equal to the FINEST IMPORTED, and lower in price than 
ourselves to the Trade as Art Publishers, we would state that we shall constantly increase 


3 CENTS | 


a eeaieee for April, May, and June, 
tains 32 pages, an ‘side two pages evoted to each basen? 
ap showing the extent of the three captivities, a 
Responsive Exercise, a Review Exercise, and a 


The Questions are Clear, Stimulating, and Thorough. The 
ain and Distinct, and the appearance of the page Open and Attractive. 


Will secure THE NATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER on trial, for 


3 months. Regular yearly subscription, $1.50 3 Clubs of 5 OF more, $1.25 each. 
ADAMS, BLACKMER, & LYON PUB. CO., CHICAGO, ILL. 


herein 25 cents to pay for the same, according 


eerrerrrerrrrrerer rrr rrr iti rrr e eri) 


SCHOOL REWARD CARDS, 


ENTS 


AGENTS WANTED. 


W AGENTS WANTED for the 
ORK DAYS OF GOD, 
BY PROF. HERBERT W. MORRIS, A. M., D. D. 
The Grand History of the WoRLD BEFORE ADAM. 
Its dateless origin, thrilling and mysterious changes in 
becoming a fit abode for man. The beauties, wonders 
and realities of PLAN asshown by SCIENCE. So plain, 
clear and easily understood that all read it with 
delight. Strongest commendations. Send for circular 

and extraterms. Address, 


Saar J. c. McCURDY & CO.. Philadelphia. — 
Rare Books for Agents. 
“SAMANTHA AT THE CENTENNIAL.” 

By Josi1aH ALLEN’s WIFE. 
“BACK FROM THE MOUTH OF HELL.” 
By a REFORMED INEBRIATE. 

Two of the most powertul books ever written. Their 
reputation and merit make success certain. Address 
for oqeecr AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO., Hart- 
ford, Ct.; Chicago, LL 
B | G PAY.—With Stencil Outfits. What costa 4 cts 


sells rapidly for 00 cts. Catalogue free. 8. M. 
SPENCER, 112 Washington S8t.. Boston, Mass. 


ABBOTT'S LARGE TYPE (Lilustrated) NEW 
TESTAM ‘ 














USE A BINDER. 


Subscribers wishing to keep their copies ot 
The Times in good condition, and have them 
at hand for reference, should use a binder. 
We can send by mail, postage paid, a strong, 
plain binder for $1.00, or a handsome one, 
half leather, for $1.50. These binders have 
been made expressly for The Times, and are 
of the best manufacture. The papers can be 
placed in the binder week by week, thus 
keeping the file complete. Address, 

JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 


610 Chestnont Street, Philadelphia. 





WITH NOTES, isa splendid work for ta. Nothing 
like it. All want Price, H.'s. 
GOODSPEED '& OO.. New York, or Cincinnati, Ohio. 





Agents Wanted everywhere to sell 
to families, hotels, and large con 
1 ers; largest stock in the coun- 
ity and terms the best, 


sum: 
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FROM ADVERTISERS 


From F. H. Revell, Publisher, Chicago, Ill. 

Have bad about two hundred orders for sample 
copies from one insertion of our small advertisement 
in The Sunday School Times. 

From Publishing ©o., Chicago, Ill 

June 28, 1) <2 . 

The circulation of our Everybody's Paper has 
increased 20,00 coptes in the last six months, and we 
attribute itin a Rypewe  pévertieg & The 
Sunday School We consider it the adver 
tising medium ip this country. 

[From Charles F, Hill, manufacturer of the Folding 
Book Case, Hazleton, Pa.) 


Allow me to commend The Sanday School Times as 
avery valuabl ad medium. The returns my 
advertisement i the Fo! Book Case b ht me, 


far exceeded I evar tried. I 
stand this, but 7 know it is so. 


From the Star Parlor Organ Factory of Alleger, 
Leowihy, & Oo, Washington, N. J] a 


simple justice to to that our standi 

LAF —4 has paid uae hundred fold 
one wae we aare large space on special occa- 
ons ve always experienced immediate and 
profitable returns. 


[From Croft, Wilbur, & Co., Manufacturers ot Confec- 
tionery, Philadelphia.—January 7, 1878.) 

After extensive newsp9\ advertising, we can 

that no pa er has brought us so good 

Sunday ool Times. An advertise- 

inserted in its columns brought us cash orders 

the larger share of all the states in the Union. 


[From J. J. Wilson, 763 Broadway, New York, Manu- 
facturer and Exhibitor of Stereopticons.—February 





to me orm hg dy wed 1 oto. 
tSityg 10 my fey Times *n the mos' 
theory have ever done, without excep- 


seen 
t, numerous | 


ing 
advertisemen e 
found a medium ofthe greatest value. I am glad to 
notice . exciude advertisements which 
are in mises that cannot 


ou ie 

to deceive ro! 

bly be made good, hy Betieve the value 

medium and good-will of your patrons is 

due to this fact. 

[From Horace Waters & Sons, Dealers in Pianos, 
0 etc., 40 East 14th Street, New York.—Feb- 

ery 16, 1877.) 


ruary 

We take pleasure in saying that as an advertising 
mean we consider The Sunday School Times one 
of the we use. 


[From William Syckelmore, Printer and Publisher, 
Philadelphia.—August 31, 1877. 


I have been much gratified with the success attend- 
advertisement in The Sun School Times, 
and shall avail myself in the future of that paper asa 
medium superior to any other within the range of my 
experience. 


T. Pinckney, Proprietor of Pinck- 
ney’s for Schools and Teachers, 30 Union 
Square New York.) 
been qe with the returns from my 
oda ean 4 e Sanday School Times that T 
feel to report the to you. I think I mcy 
I have received more answers from m 
in this paper than from other 
[From M. W. Smith & Co., 140 La Salle St., Chicago, 
IiL.—January 16, 1877.) 
More than three hundred letters were recefved from 
advertisemen! 


our one t in The Sunday School Times. 

From A. J. Weidener, jetor the Centen- 

‘oe ee 
y oi, 


I believe The Sunday School Times to be one of («_ 
best mediums for advertising branches of busi- 
ness. Ido say conscientiously that I have heard from 
my advertisement in ~~ paper oftener than from any 

er paper In which I have advertised this season. 


m M. T. Richardson, Publisher of the House 
keeper’s Companion, 29 Fulton Street. Brooklyn, 
N. Y.—January 19, 1877.) 


It is very grati: during these times to find now 
and then a paper ee Ny adeyuate 
return for the money invested. I ve been agree 
ably disappointed with the results of my advertisement 
in your columns. 


{From the Papyrograph Co., Norwich, Conn.—Janw 

ary 29, 1877.) 

We have received a large number of euplontions 
for the Papyrograph from persons who refer to you, 
including one to-day from England. 

We consider yours the t medium we have tried so 
far, and feel well satisfied with the business the adver- 
tisement has brought us. 


[From Brown’s Flexible Weather Strip Co., 17 Dey St., 
New York. 
It is but just to your valnahte pepe, that we acknowl- 
e its superior merits as an advertising medium, 
ving thoroughly tested it, and watched carefully 
the results, we can honestly state that our advertise- 
ment in The Sunday School Times brought us more 
cash orders than did our advertisement in any other 
five religious papers. Some heavy mails co’ ited 
largely of orders for goods in which it was stated that 
the advertisement was seen in The Sunday School 
Times. These orders were from all parts of the 
country. 





The uniform rate for ordinary advertisements is 15 

cents per agate line (14 lines to an inch), each inser- 
tion, whether for one time or more. It is believed that 
this uniform low rate, which makes THE SuNDAY 
ScHOOL T1IMEs the cheapest advertising medium, by 
far, among the religious weeklies, will meet with the 
a approval of advertisers. The rate for Read- 
ng Notices (seeageets type, leaded) in the Business 
Department, will 50 cents per counted line for each 
insertion, and for Special Notices (solid agate) 30 cents 
per line for each insertion. 


_ JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher. 





Ladies Purchasing 


CORSETS 


SHOULD EXAMINE 
MADAM FOY’S IMPROVED 


CORSET 
SKIRT SUPPORTER 


Bw For Health, Comfort and Ele- 
ance of Form, it has no rivsl, and 
74 is really the most perfect Skirt 
7 pas ayy J Corset made. For 
@ sale by all leading dealers. Manu- 
factured by 

FOY & HARMON, 


New Haven, Conn, 





THE TAMPICO BUSTS. 


DR. WARNER'S HEALTH CORSET 


and Skirt Supporter are the greatest 
improvement ever made in Corsets. They 
are softas velvet, verd_flexibie and contain 
) 20 bones. 


The FLEXIBLE hiP CORSET, 
= ge bones) fi's with perfect ease and is 
Varranted notto break over the hips. 

: $1.25. 


For Sale by leading Merchants. 
WARNER BRO’S, 


rice, - 





Coun storekeepers should call 
WELIBTEA OO., 21 Fulton8t., N. Y., P.O. Box 4560. 





351 Broadwer.New York 
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Horsford’s 
ACID PHOSPHATE. 


(LIQUID.) 


For Dyspepsia, Mental and Physi- 
cal Exhaustion, Nervousness, 
Diminished Vitality, ete. 


epared according to the directions of BE. N. Hors 
Prepared *o0e'Preluser ta Yarvesd Uaivesuiy. 


to be no difference ol in 
of ' the value of oe oe 


‘on has ever been o: oy public 
meet the general want as 


There seems to 
—_ authorit; 
and no pre! 

which seems to 80 happily meet 


It is not nauseous, but agreeable to the taste. 
No danger can its use. 
Its action will harmonize with such stimu- 


lants as are necessary to take, 
It makes a delicious drink with water and 


sugar only. 
Prices reasonable. Pamphlet giving further par- 
ticulars mailed free on application to manufacturers, 
Manufactured by the RUMFORD CHEMICAL 
WORKS, Providence, R. I. 


INDEXICAL SILVER SOAP. 


For Cleaning and Polishing Silver and Plated W: 
Window Giass, Mirrors, Marble, _— &e. This is 
oe most convenient and effecti Sg for 

ese pu ever offered to the } pu lic. It may ~ 

al even by inexperienced help with entire safet 
it contains nothing that can possibly injure the Dow 
plate or jewelry. Many of our largest oufacturers 
and Importers of Silver and Plated Ware. have used 
this Soap, and bave given it their unqualified approval. 

CAUTION. —The original and only genuine Silver 
Soap is known world wide as the Indexical Silver 
Soap, and is the only proper thing to use for cleaning 
Silver, Electro-plated le, covery 5 

&. _Made de only by RoBINsON Rosi NSON | Bros. & Go. Boston. 






























and cheapest 


hts ing. Dresses, 
‘oats, Ribbons, Ties, 

colored any shade. Any on one can use 

th 1 “INK, ose an 

cheap. 3 olor. Bold y drug v3 

y mail. size, 15c. 
Send for Dye Hook end ees plot tres 

RicHaRDsSO 











you can’t procure 
aaa ae are meee 
RICH & CO., Palmer, Mass., and a can will be cent. ; 








FINE STATIONERY 
& ENGRAVING, 













1 IN LATEST STYLES: 
\1202 CHESTNUT ST. 
—PH| Lee _ . 
a tia yt , — Ey \ 
r Lo, eee 


ELECTRICITY AS A CURATIVE POWER. 


The Garratt Silver Zine Disk as 





and economy. 


ments, such as Neural 
local weakness or 
easy to wane % 


Large D 
Chi dren's Disk, og ‘iu escriptive circu 

















spree’ cent c Duk and 4 lt Comp'y, 5% oui Cloths, 
ton lace, n nducemen gents. 
Department of its kind In America. 
@@ Greatly improved. Price 
reduced. Unequaliled for health, 
gomfort, and durability, All sisea, THIRTEENTH ST., CHESTNUT TO MARKET STS. 
for both sexes. Stooped shoulders 


wearin 
Pratt's Patent Brace. 


under the arms. 





@e@"For 
Ask for Pratt’s Patent Brace. 


RECLINING 
ROLLING CHAIRS, 


Tey 
ax 
_MAD=zB- 
Send for 
Circular to 
CHAIR CO., NEW HAVEN, OT, 


NEPHITR 


ie © a 










@ pad o 
belt, acting only with the moist ¥ warmth of 
the human body, has no equal for efficiency 
Specially adapted for the 
relief and cure of nervous and chronic ail- 
Rheumatism, and 
sj is flexible pad 

ways ready, and is durable 
i, bxblun ot poles, $2.50; Belt, $3.50; 
1a lars sent on 







and a contracted chest avoided by 


Sent by mail on receipt of $2 
and measure around the chest 


Cleveland Shoulder Brace Co. 


sale by all dealers. 









AND VAPOR a Ste 


BEATTY’S OFFER FOR THIS MONTH! 


$340.00 Piano Upright Parior Organ, 5 Octaves, 13 Stops. 2 Knee Swelis, for $85.00 





‘ovemnats. 
300 Ibs. It 


it when bo 

contains Beatty's New Vox Ce- 
leste Stop which is far the 
sweetest and m: that 
has ever been attal: o 
ing! is the 

mation of critics and lovers of 
sweet music who have 
combination. The burst 


8 fessi: 1 
s ona 

is inimitable. hacia 
Price'ask- 
for Instru- 


this month 
a aeden be bares it in- 
trod boxed de- 
livered on Cars for only 





quran ft 06 may ons I pey- 
at my expense, I pay- 
both wa: . 





from this 1 
o£ y 
this more 
: , es 
It is about the alcost of mannfacturing. Order at onee, anovery Organ wh introduced n a new locality sell 
at cowks isa oom ne Pes cecems thine Hence I can thus give give you bm a) on a Pain by retehoce ies hs the arrtone 
You will do w accept this great n. er Seven 

are now in actual use throughout the civilized ans fh g I chaiie nge —_ — one that docs does 
house 


and Organs 
not givesperfect satisfaction. Sales now very large, constantly iucreasing at a rapid rate. The most oe 
4 a ited testimonials than any manufacturer. IL En - 

orld. Sun shines nowhere but it lighte my instrumen 

through the € sontinent of Eurepe, I am more determined than ever, that no city, town o vues the 
— civilized world shall be unre ited by my celebrated instruments. of imitations great success 
has brought into existence hund of irresponsi imitators, Beware't Buythe best! But srotdelee 

with much information about cost of Pianos and Organs, free to any 


andi sible houses. Illustrated Ne way 

address. is Advertisement will appear but once, and nothing can be saved on this instrument by co 

Order now! If you do not want one opt order one and make your mo a handsome present. ae Thiele cies 
greatest oder yetmade, Address, DANI EL F. BEATTY, Washington, New Jersey,U. S. A. 
» ’ t= SHOW THIS soLnnew OFFER TO YOUR NEICHBORS. .2) ~ 


Orneans (of 
















SPRING NAN 9 ou 
JOH Neg — BER. 


The Mail Department for Samples & Supplies 
at the Grand Depot, during the past season, 
has necessitated an entire refitting of the 
interior of the large room devoted exclusively 
to executing orders received by mail. 


THE LARGEST DRY GOODS & OUTFITTING HOUSE. 


Though you live a Thousand Miles from 






















Silks, Philadelphia, you can purchase at the Grand Ladies’ 
asia Depot an entire outfit or the smallest article Suits, 
oods, in Dry Goods, etc., with the greatest ease, @ Men’s 
Shawls, and an absolute certainty of the same exact Clothing, 

Mission, attention that is paid to customers who visit J Shoes, 
the establishment in person. Hats 
Underwear, ” . 
Linens, 
Gloves, CRAND DEPOT re 
Zephyrs, = 
Fringes, Precision, Promptness and Experience, § Muslins, 
Rihens combined with the highest regard for even Gi stationery, 
; ! the slightest wishes of those who order, and Tie 
Notions, a now almost faultless system, peculiar to ae fis 


the Grand Depot only, make this the Model 














Send a Penny Postal Card, specifying 
what Is desired, and by return mail you will 
receive, postage paid, samples of the new- 
est styles of Goods, with the widths and 
lowest city prices, besides full particulars 
about ordering. 


PHILADELPHIA 








5000! FREE!! 5000!!! 


Of the nits wonder books all about the great 
—s_, cheap lands, of rare ty E- 
ments, bet y ban stock, gold or silver 
a Teseipt of 3 cent stamp. ©. H. 
er, Davenport, I owa. 





PUBLISHED ONLY FOR 

In ordering goods, or in making i inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publisher, as well «> the 
advertiser, by stating th~* ‘ @ ver- 


SAMPLE COPY FREE! 


PROVIDENCE,R.I 


SBLACKBOARD-“CRAYON] 


SUNDAY SCHOOLSUPERINTENDENTS 
PRICE 50° PER YEAR,POSTAGE PAID. 


Re, PROVIDENCE LITHOGRAPH Co. 





CHURCH ORGANS. 


OOK & HASTING 
BOSTON, MASS. 


Builders of the Grand Organ for the Cincinnati Music 


Hall; the powerful Centennial Organ; the great 
Organ in Plymouth Church, Brooklyn; and 
ot nearly 1,000 others for every part ‘of 
the country. 


ESTABLISHED IN 1829. 
We invite attention to our new styles of PARLOR 


only), at prices varying from $300 to 
000 and up war 


#1 
MUSIC COMMITTEES, ORGANISTS, and others, 
are invited to o apply to us direct for all information 
connected with 
DESCRI 


r art. 
PTIVE, atu as and specifications 


furnished on applicatio 





GREAT SIE! 


THE IMMENSE STOCK OF 


Pianos and Organs 


SOLD ASTONISHINGLY LOW FOR CASH 
OR ON TIME, TO REDUCE LARGE STOCK 
BEFORE WARM WEATHER. 


C. J. HEPPE, Philadelphia. 


COR. SIXTH THOMPSON. | 


IANUFAGTORY 


TTLEBORY: 





J. ESTEY & CO. 


BRATTLEBORO’, VT. 
aa SEND FOR ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE.“@8 





The manufacture ofthese widely known instrumenta 
was begun in 1846, and American enterprise aad skill 
have steadily developed this business until now it is 
the largest Reed Organ manufactory in the world. The 
unsolicited testimony of the most careful judges places 
the ESTEY ORGAN at the head of all others of its class. 
Send for the new illustrated catalogue. 


The Mason & Hamlin Organ Co. 


es the largest assortm<«nt of the BEST AN D CHEAP- 
ST Cabinet or Parlor Organsin the w: rld; bane at 
HIGHEST HONORS at EVERY WORLD'S EXPO- 
SITLON for TWELVE ane. Only American Or- 


ans awarded snch at TWO HIGHEST 
EDALS at rane EXPO: “ITION, 1878. ONE TO 
TWENTY-ONE STO e8, $54, $66, $78, 


984. $90, $99, 

$105, gar Ar pda $120 $ #125" Pe130, $135, $140, $144, Piso ant up- 
for Easy Payments. Prices are not 

—— higher ikon those of very inferior organs. Before 
parchasing be sure to send for latest gy ie 
with newest styles and he a net prices, Sent free. 
14 Tremont Street, BOSTON ; 46 East 14th St. Union 
Square) NEW YORK; 250 Wabash Ave., CHICAGO. 








Sett Complete in Terry, . . . $75 
Sett Complete in Plush, . .  . $85 


one in solid r. other om finished ot the most 
egant mye other styles. per sett. 
Pew $1.25 per foo Church urch, Chapel, 
and Sunday-sehoo! Or wornizare on hand of the latest 
and most approved patterns, or made to order at short 
notice. Pho phs, with Price List, sent by mail if 
applied for. 


Paine’s Manufactory, 


48 CANAL STREET, 
AND 141 FRIEND STREET 
BOSTON, MASS. 


Just published. Bicknell’s 
Speeen Book of 100 Ar- 
chitectural Designs. show- 
ing a great variety of Plans, 
Elevations and Views of 
Cottages, Farm Houses, 
Churches, ete. A very de- 
sirable book for builders 
and all who contemplate 
building. One 8vo. volume, 
ee mailed for One Dol- 
lar. Tllustrated Catalogue 
mailed for three 3c. stamps. 
BICKNELL & CoMSTOCK, 27 
Warren Street, New York. 




















tisement in The « Procto® ; pee 27 "79 
47292 Box 2793 
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GNF 4 BINDER FOR YOUR PAPER. 


Tse the Order of Service, found in \ The Scholary 
Quarter Issu: leafiet form 5 cen 
hundred, Wo exira charge for Postage. adi 








ew 





